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33Q@3J30L 96306030

mons dodymady
300mdols Imos Habomsggemol

bobgemdfonm mboggmlbodgdo

39653 goxzosbo
oemoob bobgendfonm mboggelbodado

3obodge Jodoadg
3mbom-s53bo6Hmbob
SBI9MEPMB0 Y56 J0BIIG DB 0 30d3gdbo

53300b baggmgbosto

2015 fmob 0gbolol mggdo sgotols 3mm@néymo 393330060 9md0l
©5(330b L3 9bEML oBNbsbLYd0m J. domndol gotrgmdsb sbombmezgem-
Bo s Jgmmmaonco gdb3gmoos gobbmt(z0gmms. g9db3gonools 3odsbl
000 g3mobonanbggdolb Logzmgbom Boggdmdol gbFogmes Foedmawagb-
5. 0565dghmgg 5030bobGmMsEonmo symRBom sbsmbmaugmo mMsw
04ms. dobo ghmo bofomo bgmgshsmol dmbozodsmo@g®lb 93mm3bab,
bomm dgmrg — J. dsm9dols Jgdocagbgmo bofommos. Bggb dogé Bgbfog-
moemo dgamo 53300b 985630 (s3300L d. Ne 50) saommdmogo dzgotol
0. Bo65dob bozoMdosdm 653390030 dgdstrgmdl.

o6 dgmmmaon®o gombmgdob ofygds o Jgdombzggom omImBg-
bomds 30BDsbGomEo 3gmommol 3M5d0G0bs s s3meol Bemeadgb@gdds
3565306mds. 5mBmPgbol sanmol g3odMemyMo omgomoggdobsl
Bgsdomymaw JgoboBbgdmms dzob Fymdal bsBmgdo. saommdmogms
AmbombeOmdom, of nas gbmds, Hm3gmoz XX b-ob II bobggHedrog Log-
oM@ 39M30® 04M I(3M0. 3Maz0569800 030 oMbamggnsm s dobo
Jagdo Lbgosbbgs LsdBgbgdmm Logddosbmdobomgols asdmeygbgdoso.
dgamob Homdob gobot 3gg350 33069 JsbBEsdob st dgmemmannto gsom-
bergdo gofocdmgom (BgLobfogmo gommdo dmoegos Fgdwmga 33oMs-
&gdL: NO: 1-3, 11-13, 21-23, 31-33; SO: 1-3, 11-13, 21-23, 31-33; SW: 1-3,
11-13,21-23, 31-33; NW:1-3, 11-31; 33500658 900b dm3gdo 4x4 3).
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™6 3306000560 Losodgzghgm st dgmmmaonto gscbegdol Rs@otg-
3oL Jgdmgy 90IMRbms Logdomm oo Bmdob dosbomogzgs, Mm™Igmocs
399698mmdols @ ggdbogom, 39adsmgdom s st Jgmmmaonto doboemgdols
dobggom sMmgd0dbsbGonto 3gMommal Logzmabom boggdmdsl Fom-
dmomagbl. stdgmmmaon®ds gombegdds asdmagmobs &MbLgd@osbo
©5635b0 (God. I-III), HmImob Lsfyobo ggmdg@copmmo bggds 9.§. 369-
30l 3960 (crux immissa), 3oL ,,enom0bnE g35MLSG* s ,a6dgem KIS
bog® (crux immissa oblonga) Nfmogdgb. @®oblbg3@osbo ©ocdsBgd0l
a93M(39mgd0l s gomo sty Fgobonimbggddo Logzdomm Botmm ogm.
030 80b56&00l 0339600L 3960896009330 Momnddol yzgmash agbzogds
©5 30bo mEo Lobgmds oym (3bmdomo: MYamMddomm s gmddsmnsbo (Restle
1979, 68-73, bob. 42-44). 3¢3d5000560 d5Domo3zgdo 30Dsb@ 0ol 03396H0s30
domosb ség FocmBmoddbs (Stanzl 1979, 79-92), d6@ygmo 3mgmgsbo go-
©5b9EOH300056 Mommzobdyg gooligmsd megobmaogsw FocdmBgzs amddsmo
(Bynd 1909, 315). 30Rbgaemos, Hm3 53053356 39adamgdsl Logndgmawo
3o6@060m3980 ©s Jmomgzsbo Lodo®bgdol bdgdgdo Mgl (Bandmann
1956, 187).

533000 bog3mgbosto famddsmm dsdormogzol o3l gsbganmzbgds.
SO Jgmmmaonto gosmbmgdobsl Godéol bobgmgggddo strgtoo obgmo
dao o6 smdmhBgboms, HM3gmoi 3odoMol sMbgdmdadg dommomgds.
35M©s 330bs, BodMob 3gmgdo 0d Lodgsmonlb o6 s6L, MM PsMBIBOLS
©5 &Moblg3@ol gos339m0L 3Mmbggdl amddsmols Loddodg g@gzoms.
60390md530 o6 30mabGMgdo 030mbgds. Bmame Bobl, dsb doth@o-
30 3mgm3zsbo, dMGYgmo Fgto 9bws JJmbmws, Hmamz gb sbogma®
3O g 35Domo3ne b3 gdmdgdl sbsbosmgds.

dbgogbo agadotgdol IJmbyg 6oagdmds (36mdomos sx3bsbgmosb s
030 dmasmo sMg FMsbonznbggdom 560l smstomgdamo (Illamba
u [llam6a 1985). ssbmmgdoom sbggg MsMommgds 3539 &o3ob gzmgbos
Rroommgo Fogodmgobdodgmdos (Romanduk 2005, 26).

53300b bsg3mgbosto 83 030l Lognm@m boggdmdgdobogsb asbl-
b3o30gds 9hmo gGomom — bammggboom. ogo Imggosbm dobsTgbl o6
TomImoagbl o 530000639 93magLloslmsb ghmswss 939d9mo (0.
[-1II). Borongdlo otdsDobogsb 70 L3-ob Logsbol GobGomss godmym-
gomo. dobo 3o6ol momdo sMdsdol 3oMb HLFmMHgds. obsgmgmal
3bE0sb boggdmdsl od3b 330G Mmo d0653960. ngo 33056 ,d00a-
3nmb“ 3303L, 9die dodomsw LEGONIGNMHSLS s FobsBgbl Bmeols
©0000 JOmbmmmaom®o dmbszggmo o6 Fgobodbgds. dobo 3gmgdo dbm-
mme 60 1L3-ob Logsbobss s dofomsw bs3msb Bgstgdoo Modmgboc-

39 adsmmos. Fgdmehgbomos Fmmme 930nGgbo J3gos LEOYIGN-
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6. 3960 omdob sa0mo 56 03006935, g, Bmame AsbL, 3oModdgs
— 9dbmbotrmgdbol ,0g3mozs” s 3sbdg ozgotggdom Rsbl, ™I ogo
399698mmdol ol Mmgdsdrog aobosan®gdamms. dbgsgl dobsdgbl g-
0353L ©0:gdolb 83539 Lgdol amddsmmgsbo boggdmds bogsbmgmTogs
(dogdotr500 o 303565dg 1991, 54-56, Liyé. 91).

boggdmdols 3gmagdo dBmanghom swaomsls 2 39@ Mol Lodsmemgdwgs
B98mchgbommo. 0go bsgmgxo, ©omdndsgzgdgmo Jaomss boggdo 3ombl-
bot0ob (39653039mo Rbzbomob, 396g9d0bs s mMmBMOL Fotdo dobs-
69300) a35dmygbgdom. Moggdo Hgammotmmos. bozgzsbdm swaomgddo
Pymds d3080d30lb 3otasm asommomo 33sMgdomss Jg3ermmo s a3sob-
38303909mo (9.§. “opus incertum”). gsbbbzagzgdymmos sdLowol Fymds.
od bogobggdme Bgehgmmo, Fgetgdoo dmdtm, gotg sLobnmmdsdo
3390050 > M3bsdsto dBmdol Jggdos godmygbgdmmo (g9.§ “opus
quadratum”). 3560L omdgdo y39mash gMmo s ngogg Logsbobss — 1,5
398&60. LsbBghgbms, HMA3 htrommgmals s Ladbegmol Lamogbmmes
3960L Momdgdo gehmdsbgol Logsobagdmmoss somgdamo. Ladbégmoal
a0g60mos 5m3mbogmgmol dmbsgggmBo, Amommgmols 3o — obog-
mamom. 93emgbosdo 058539003 bbgosbbgs mbgdgs gedstoeemo. dsm
B0l gobbbgoggdss osbemmgdom 20 L3 o Momdms Fob Jgob Bomg-
30 geobstobbosobo odsmo Loggbymgdomss gsdstmmymo (&od. I-1II).
058530 Mmamtz dotomaw, sbgzg 398333900 65330, gsdstrmmmo oym
306bLBaGMOLS s 3903303 Bb3bomal baghmom (9.§. “opus signinum”).
9o sg0msl Rsbos, momdmlb 0bdgmhoghol 3gmgdai sbgomogg bLBS-
600 oym Bgmgbomo, Moz Logbgdoo d9bgdcogos. gamgbool Bzgeo-
o 58bos 33390005 35dmbas@Mmo bomolgdto Imyzsbommdobss s
Sbgobogg LJgdodg oxrndbgdnmo 3odsmzoymo sMgdeol@osbymo
93mabogdal 8dLoegdal dbasglbos (Restle 1979, bob. 32, 34, 39). boggdmdals
60308 9d@mbogs Jomosbs HmIsmm Gabxzbos (Bgbo, BNE0!) ©odzgd-
9350 gdmmo. &odmob Loghom Logtdg stob 23.7 3 (79 &g x0), bmem
Logobg (&EobLg3@ol 33mogzgdol Logom bogtdg) — 19.2 3 ( 64 EgcHrR0).

&odmolb sbogmgomol dobsBgbal Logtdgs 3.9 3 (13 §9cx0), 3go-
ol bogsbg 90 LA (3 gtxo) s 9.9. ghmo Logyzom, GodstTo sEbg-
390 y39mo @gGsro MHmdone Gamalb 9d3gdmgdsmgds. gb bogbgdom
d,bgd603008, Moash LEmGgo GmIsymmo Lsdystrmlb g3s6dmBomagdgdls
0599399098565 506 9dH0lLE0sbmmo Ladgstm. sbgmogg bLyyHsmo ozom-
bgds 03539 3gerommoals momddolb yzgems dgamdg (Gartkiewicz 1990, 71-75;
Krautheimer 1965, 102-104; yogzosbo 2009, 751-752).

1 Gmdsymo §ghxo 03039 5G039M0 ahxs, MmIgmoi 1360336gmm 33m0mgdgdols
Bggasw Redmysmodms s dobo 3Msd@ognmo dmgsto 0.3 3-b m@mmegds (Biising
1982, 7).
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6oggdmds gosbnmmmo ymazoms bob 3mblEMmHJ309ddg omseag-
B30 dMHBYJmo s MoM05b0 30530 gd0m. 5mbsbodbogos, HMI bodst-
®39mm3o gosbymgzol gb bgebo dombdg 0dg00000. 533006 g3emgbools
dbgogbo gowsbytgs kg gO™Mdoom bg3eagbol bodomadstol ghodm-
05dg, Fo093006M0bs s mmmgm3ol 0ds630 IgbFogmom Lsdbsg0sb
33b0m0390L sbsboomgdl (dsb@edg 2015, 62-63; dsbGedg 2018, 109-110).

Omami 3bmdomos, V-VI bogznbgms doxbol dgdwgs s39dmmmo
Joogmo dsdomoznmo o9 sMdSDYmo Godgdo Jzob 3odstrgdomos
assbmmamo, 5dodmd gosbymzol gl dgommmo bobisbMrmgdo Rsbl
MIMomme IV-V Loy 3mbggdols HmBsnm-30dob@onto Lodgstrmmsb: Mm-
3ol 0339600L (396@MOMNE s smImbogmgmols JeobGosbnm 30mz06-
309030 9dzgmgbo dsdormogzgdol babyMsggdo, Bmame Fabo, bob 3dow
3mbLEOMJ3090L 9yMrbmdmms (dsb@odg 2018, 109-110).

s Jgmmmaon®o dsbomgdo. 53300L bogzmglbostols gobsmboto do-
Lomes dofomose Fotmdmomagbomos bLodgbgdmm 39653030l — 30sdo-
&9%0l, samegdobs s 058030L Bomgdol bobom. oty Homogbmdom
23630985 Jmmbgdol, Jgod-dmmbgdol, mmdgdol, s3xmegdol 306-390-
mobs s dotol bo@gbgdo, sbggg 3obol, d0bgombs s mocmmbol bs-
Fo®30. LogmOmnbgzgmdo, odbowol (396@GsmanE bsFomTo smImRbrs
Lodo B 3060l %356M03. Yggms omasbo 3sMsmgmao dobamgdol dobgeo-
3000 396350 MoMomEgds V-VI boninbggdoo.

b53Tgbgdmm 39633035, L5IBgbgdmm 3965303530 Jsbomoms «d-
653mabmdsl bemmgbols Eo3ol 305308 gd0 Fotrdmowmagbl (od. IV/1-5).
Sbsbosmngdom 05bsdbobggho (sggos 2015/5, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 32,
65, 69, 83, 85, 92, 93, 94, 97, 98, 100, 103, 105, 106, 107, 108), bstrob-
xobggéo (sgans 2015/2, 3, 19, 20, 21, 22, 30, 31, 33, 34, 64, 91, 101) 56
go30bggho (sggos 2015/4, 6, 18, 77, 89, 90, 95, 96, 99, 102, 104) 390
5 3350 SFgMmo 339M 0. 33069 BHomabmdom agbgogds metosbo
3633080b bo@gbgdo (53300 2015/57, 70, 75) (898. V/1). dsmo 039d&9-
Lo 6oFoemo Lodbegm Bogodmzabdomgmal gthom-gho 03b0B3zbgmmzgsebgl
Logogtrm-Lobgmmbbm s Lo@®msbdodm (39630 — J. Lobm3Tos sdds-
©90mm0. 53 Jomogmasb dzgm 3mmbamb g 30z 36&03960 bobowsb
dmymemgdnmo 3gmbos Igomtrm Logsgtm-g3mbmdoznmo goHmoghomm-
3s. Bxmamt(z s Jgmmmaon®o smdmhgbgdo dmPdmdgb, gb 3mb@oddgdo
Mg Fmobomimbggddoi atrdgmmgds. sty Bmobonznbggdol 3God080
dmygsbommdoms s gmMdom 36@03mc0lb bgogbos. cdiEs dosm m-
0ol sMLgdMAL 3obdsbbgzeggdgmo 60Tbgdo(s, 396dmem, sy Bnobonse-
699%0L 3653080 96&0znM0 3geommol 3Ms30@dg NBOM 35GoMSs ©S
obgmo. gots 330bs, 6@03MMmsb Fgoetmgdom, bozmadbatobbosbos.
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OmamMg 36mdomos, sMgdmsboninbggdBo 30300 3sdmoygbgdmms
a5bLo 3 gdnmo BOMbgols s yntoomgdol s0gdo dgmez boggdmds-
00 ELbNMS®. 3053000 0gm sbyEnmo sbggg LogMm@m boggdmdg-
d0(3 (gmodsns 1980, 18-21).

LodTgbgdmm 39633030L Bgdgs KANBL 05@930L Bomgdo 3ol
(&90. V/2-5). yggmmes 3omasbo yogobaygzgiosbos, dstrmznmbs amédol
(sgaonos 2015/16, 17, 66, 67, 71, 80, 109, 110). gbor-gbrodg (53305 2015/ 66)
Fgdmehgbomos 3bmggmol boggbmtgdo (&9d. V/3). bmemm méo goemol
(sg3a30s 2015/78, 79) gbrmo dmemm dstrmngnmbs LsdzmmbgoobgdMowss
Fo3390m0mm0 (§0d. V/5).

LodgYMbgm 396530300056 5bSbEBbsz00 Lbgosbbgs yogobxgézg-
30560 J3a3Mob 3gmol bo@gbgdo (sgg0s 2015/7, 54, 84). dsoo dgsdo-
60 HgmognNMo Jggdomss Bgdzmmo.

65dgbodg bo@gbomos Focmdmmagbomo gtagdoi (God. VI/1-2).
5J30 3G Ygmo 356, gos3mommo, 3obs@gbdo Ladznmbs 36 mmbmm-
bo dmygsobommdob do3m, sdsmo ygmo s LFmeo Gsbo (sgans 2015/1,
81, 87). g9t Bomgsbdy (53305 2015/1) o@sbomos bado sdmmstrin-
™m0 ®3560 (8. VI/1).

BgoMgdoo dMmsgommMobmgsbos gmmbgdo (&od. VI/3-6). Fotdmeo-
a9bomos 3060L, 3gmobs s ymmol bodgbgdoom. sbsbosmgdo d6@yg-
o, mbsgz gotgom gosBmomo ds3m, sdsmo ygmmo, ImIGggzsmgdmmo
&5b60 s dMGYgmasbogzzgmosbo yndmado (sgans 2015/35, 36, 38, 39, 42,
43, 44, 50, 53, 82).

3306y MomEgbmdom 33b3wgds emdgdog (s3a0s 2015/41, 51, 57, 61,
68, 711 , 81, 85). sz 3G ygmo doto (&sd. VII/1). 3930L gngdomm-
30l dobgz0m gsdmoymays Mo 356M0sb@0: 3) Imgstmobytm-botnbygo-
LBM3IE0560 s ) Yo30LRIM3g30s60 bodyTgdo.

&5530bgdM0s ghm-ghmo Fudgmol 3o6-3gmol bo@gbo (s3300
2015/37). sbsbosmgdl gogobygho 3930, Me3MM3mGMEoNmo 3060 @
dm3hazomgdamo Gobo (§sd. VII/2).

F9dgs kaNBL LEIgNEObgM-LoBHbboG™m ©ob0TbYmadol  Fume-
Fgmo — sdxgmeMgdo - Jdbol. 306-ygmobs s yo&ol bodgbgdomas Fot-
dmeagbomo  sEaommdmogo  gmmbamo FgmBgbbgdomo  sdgmegdo
(533005 2015/9, 63, 88) (&od. VII/3). obobo gmbom-sgbstrimbol s0bob &g-
oG mE05dg smdmBgboemo 60d9Bgdols Abgogbos s 3otasw msMommg-
35 96.§.V-VII Lomznbggdoo (boemgsBo 2002, 20; dodymmadg, 3obodg o
bomgsdo 2012, 237-243). a3b3mgds Lbzoabbzs bomobxobyg®zgiosbo
&9bomotrmmo sdxnmegdols 306-ygmobis s yueob bos@gbgdoi (sg3a00
2015/11, 52, 55) (&od. VII/4-5). Bsmoz Imgdmggdom NodMmsgo 3stmsmgemo,
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mamiis bogmmtog gmbom-s53LsmmLoL Imbsdmg®mgddo, obg dmaswsw
30bsbGonmo 3gMomeol Lbgomsbbgs dgambdg smdmbBgboem dobomgdBo
©5 3oMase motmomegds V-VI bonznbggdoo (boemgsBo 2002, 42-58, L.
3; 3o3mmodg, 3obodg o bomgsBo 2012, 237-243).

a5bsmbot dobomaBo a3bzgds dM0bxsmb bbzswsbbzs bogmalb gu-
09d03. y3gms domgsbo IMazomasbozazgomosbos (sggos 2015/12, 14).
odmBgbol sgomol dobgogom gb boggmmdgdoai V-VI boyinbggdom
Mbos PsmsMomeygl.

3oty MomEgbmdomss Fomdmmagbomo dobob bsFothdo (sggos
2015/4, 40, 41, 45, 59). Bomosboss oMo ghm-ghomo Labdobob doto
(53305 2015/15). sbsbosmgdl mudxo Jgugommdol mbgmo 3ggmo
5 3mbnbamsw Jgdbgdomo doto (God. VIII/1). Gmagme bmdomos,
53 §03ob gy ggmb m®mBogo ©sb0Tbnmagds 3Jmbs. Bom Imabdstrbyb,
Omagmtg LobAobl o6 Bmame (3 ™Msd3smU. dggzs60 Lsbdolbol mMeddmow
35dmygbgds sbGncmgds J. Godghoal (obEsgmo) 3sdsmal Lobsgm-
300 05539 dmbo@#mo dmdsogom (Crowfoot and Harden 1931, 197-200;
Antonaras 2008, 24). dmdoogs 1V Loyinboo 6oL smstromgdamo s
3sbdg godmbobamos Fzoo LsLIobobogsh Fgmagbomo dgbmes (3g0c-
&™ME05b0 gobobomgdgmo, 9.7. ,,8300Lsbmgms; 0msnddol ghm-ghmo
5&c0d9@0) (Corin 1998, 24; Antonaras 2008, 24). msd3Goe g5dmygbyg-
3oL Bg3mbggzgdo sLggzg bMBdomos 3o6boboesb (ga30389) s Rtro-
mmgo Logmsbggmols dgamgdowsb (Antonaras 2008, 24). 6o Bggbgds
3o LobIobgdow ImbIotrgdsl, sb@MMogds gmzogmmabsl (LgtHdgmo)
(Saranovi¢-Svetek 1986, 61, N 52. pl. IV, 1), oogboemmbogol (bedgerdbgoo)
(Papanicola-Bakirtzi 2002, 532-533), mbgbmamlb (d9mastgomo) (Mincev
and Georgiev, 1981, 11-12, pl. VIII/1) s0dmfgbgdoo. dbgsgbo @odolb bsbdo-
Lado V-V Loygnbggdom 360l omstromgdmmo (Antonaras 2008, 23-24;
Fig. 3/1-4/1; Antonaras 2010, 387, Fig. 4). 53300b babdobo csbdbmgdo dsbe-
m3gdol dobggom V b-om metommgds.

mod360L @bs oymb Fotrgemol yocolb gehomo bs@gbo (sggos
2015/59) (&od. VIII/2). dobol msd3égdo Logdosmm 3m3mmatemo oym
006 gdeobGosbnm gd3mdedo. BHmami Dgdmm 5006036s, Mod3Mgdsw
dofomoom  Lobdobgdl 09gbgdwbgb. LsLAoLgdOLogsh ©3bsgdbg6
3336 98L5(3. Sbgo ML s LabAobl BmEol goblbgeggds Ismmmem
ol ogm, H™A Lobdobgdl, 3060L 3oEgbMeb sbmmL, sds@gdom ¢3gmgd-
696 358565 Bm3ol ynegdl, GmIgmdgi Igbodmgdgmo ogm mommbals
3900l 0sdogtgds s, gbsedsdobow, 339 meddMomdignmmo Labdobol
Rodmgzogds (Antonaras 2010, 388). 53300L msd3E0L ynco cgbsemmbo ol
39b990330 snmo dabo sbsmmaol dobgogom 3oMgsw msMommgds
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V b-00 (Antonaras 2008, 24, Fig. 3/2ii-4/2ii; Antonaras 2010, 388, Fig. 6).
V-VII Lo 399699880 3060l mod3hgdo zomme 0ym 303039 gdnmo sm-
dmbogmgo BogodmgobdotgmBo (Antonaras 2008, 24; Papanicola-Bakirtzi
2002, 285, N 299; Kissas 1988, 209, Fig. 4; Uboldi 1995, 124-125, form V).

3060l 65F563L 3569390369 sbggg, IMa35m0, Dge30MEdMEGYg-
mgdamo, dmdF3o6m-8myzomemm Bgngommdol agds (sgans 2015/58)
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Avgia Church Site

An archaeological expedition funded by the Adjara Cultural Heritage
Protection Agency was carried out in June 2015 in Akhalsopeli, a suburb of
Batumi. The purpose of the expedition was to study the remains of an early
medieval church discovered on the homestead plot of a local resident, Sha-
radze, in the Avgia district (Avgia street Ne50) of Akhalsopeli suburb, part of
which is currently assigned to Batumi Municipality.

The archeological excavations started after an accidental discovery of tiles
and brick sherds dating from the Byzantine period. Traces of stone masonry
were found as a result of site inspection. As locals reported, the building had
been fairly well preserved until the second half of the 20th century. Later, the
building was demolished and its stones were used in other structures. We have
carried out a small-scale archeological excavation to identify the site (the study
area covered the following squares: NO: 1-3, 11-13, 21-23, 31-33; SO: 1-3, 11-
13, 21-23, 31-33 SW: 1-3, 11-13, 21-23, 31-33; NW: 1-3, 11-31; square mea-
surements: 4x4 m).

The two-week survey revealed quite a large basilica that bore a resem-
blance to the churches of the early Byzantine period by building technique,
planning and the archaeological materials used. The church was built on a
Latin cross plan (crux immissa, also known as crux immissa or crux immissa
oblonga) and had a transept hall (Fig. I-III). Such churches were widespread
in the Byzantine Empire, including its peripheries, and were mostly of two
types: domed and domeless (Restle 1979, 6-73, Fig. 42-44). Domed basilicas
found in the Byzantine Empire date from an early period (Stanzl 1979, 79-92).
Transition from a flat-roofed system to arched roofs naturally resulted in a
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dome (Bynd 1909, 315). Such planning is believed to be based on the design of
martyria and rock-cut tombs (Bandmann 1956, 187).

The Avgia church can be described as a domeless basilica. None of the
stones found in the ruins can prove the existence of the vaults. The walls of the
church are hardly strong enough to bear the weight of the dome at the intersec-
tions of the hall and the transept. The building shows no evidence of pilasters.
Apparently, it must have had a simple, coarse, flat ceiling typical of an early
western basilica.

A structure with such planning is known from Abkhazia and is generally
dated to the Middle Ages (Illam6a u Illam6a 1985). Almost a similar church in
the northern Black Sea (Romancuk 2005, 26) dates back to the same period.

The Avgia church is different from other cult buildings only by its nar-
thex. Evidently, it was not added later but was built together with the church
(Figs. I-IIT). The narthex is separated from the hall by a 70 cm wide septum.
Its doorway is aligned with the door of the hall. The western part has a square
extension, which could have been added later. However, the chronological gap
between the main structure and the extension should not be large. Its walls are
less than 60 cm wide and slightly lower than the main nave. Only the lowest
structure survives. The doorway has not been preserved. The structure must
have been a gate — a “replica” of exonarthex, which evidently had been de-
stroyed before the construction was completed. A domed building in Najak-
hovo has a similar extension (Zakaraia, Kapanadze 1991, 54-56, Fig. 91).

Some parts of the walls survive to a height of 2 meters. They are made of
rubble, unhewn stones and lime mortar (mix of ceramic powder, pebbles, and
crushed rocks). The rows are regular. The core of the masonry is filled in with
sandstone quadras (the so-called “opus incertum”). The apse masonry is of a
different type — opus quadratum composed of relatively small square stones.
The doorways are of the same width - 1,5 m. It should be noted that the door-
way leading to the southern and northern rooms are intentionally misaligned.
The first is cut in the eastern section and the latter in the western. Floors are
laid at different levels. The difference between the floor levels is about 20 cm
and low step stone tiles of the same quality are laid in front of the doorways
(Figs. I-III). The flooring in the main as well as intersected naves is made of
lime mortar mixed with ceramic powder (“opus signinum”). One spot revealed
that the interior walls must have been plastered with the same solution, which
is quite natural. The apse of the church is explicitly horseshoe-shaped and is
similar to early Christian Cappadocian apses that were built according to the
same scheme (Restle 1979, Figs. 32, 34, 39). The architectonics of the building
is entirely based on the Roman foot.? The total length of the cathedral is 23.7 m
(79 feet), and its width (the total length of the transept) is 19.2 m (64 t).

2 The Roman foot is the same as the Attic foot which underwent a minor change and its
practical limit is 0.3 m.
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The western extension of the church is 3.9 m long (13 feet), the wall width
is 90 cm (3 feet) and so on. Thus, the main unit of measurement used for all
details in the church is the Roman foot, which is natural as the Roman culture
prevailed in the early Christian world. The same is true about almost all build-
ings dating from the period (Gartkiewicz 1990, 71-75; Krautheimer 1965, 102-
104; Kipiani 2009, 751-752).

The building was covered with flat and curved tiles laid on a wooden
structure. This method of roofing is rare in Georgia and is similar to three-
nave basilicas found on the territory of Nekresi settlement, the Chabakauri
and Dolotchopi areas (Bakhtadze 2015, 62-63; Bakhtadze 2018, 109-110).

As it is known, Georgian basilica or hall churches built after the 5th-6th
centuries are roofed with stone vaults. This method of roofing must have been
inspired by the Roman-Byzantine world of the 4th-5th centuries: the roofs of
ancient basilicas in the central and eastern Christian provinces of the Roman
Empire were based on wooden constructions (Bakhtadze 2018, 109-110).

Archaeological Materials. Finds from the Avgia church site include con-
struction materials: tiles, bricks and floor tiles. Sherds of pots, kettles, jars, am-
phora necks and bases, as well as fragments of glass, bronze and metal works
have been unearthed. In the altar, which is in the middle of the apse, three iron
crosses were discovered. By comparison with similar finds, all of the items can
be dated back to the 5th-6th centuries.

Building Ceramics. Solenos-type tiles prevail in the construction ceram-
ics (Fig. IV/1-5). They are mostly made of lilac (Avgia 2015/5, 23, 24, 25, 26,
27, 28, 29, 32, 65, 69, 83, 85, 92, 93, 94, 97, 98, 100, 103, 105, 106, 107, 108),
orange (Avgia 2015/ 2, 3, 19, 20, 21, 22, 30, 31, 33, 34, 64, 64, 91, 101) or brown
(Avgia 2015/4, 6, 18, 77, 89, 90, 95, 96, 99, 102, 104) “ketsi”® with a low-raised
side. A limited number of curved tile sherds were also found (Avgia 2015/57,
70, 75) (Fig. V/1). Most of the items were produced in Sinope, an important
trade and transit center in the South Black Sea region. Ancient Colchis had
close trade and economic ties with this city since the classical period. Archaeo-
logical finds attest that these relationships continued up to the early medieval
period. The medieval tile is similar to that of the Classical period. However,
certain distinctive features can be observed. Namely, an early medieval tile is
smaller and thinner as compared to the classical one, and is of lower quality.
As it is known, in the early medieval period, tiles were used to roof buildings
that required special care and attention. Cult buildings also had tiled roofs
(Jgamaia 1980, 18-21).

Floor tiles make another group of construction ceramics (Fig. V-2-5). All
of them are brown and have a rectangular shape (Avgia 2015/16, 17, 66, 67, 71,
80, 109, 110). One of the tiles bears an animal footprint (Avgia 2015/66) (Fig.

3 The Roman foot is the same as the Attic foot, which underwent a minor change
and its practical limit is 0.3 m.
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V/3). Two tiles have a sloping edge cut off in the shape of a right triangle (Avgia
2015/ 78, 79) (Fig. V/5).

Household ceramics include various fragments of “qvevris” (large earth-
enware vessels) that are made of brown “ketsi” (Avgia 2015/7, 54, 84). Their
surface is decorated with knobs.

A few fragments of “dergis” (large pots) were also discovered. They have
out-flaring rims, triangular or rectangular in cross-section, short necks and
straight bodies (Avgia 2015/1, 81, 87). One of them (Avgia 2015/1) bears three
grooved crosses (Fig. VI/1).

Pot-sherds — rims, walls and ears (Fig. VI/3-6) - survive in relatively
large numbers. The pots have a typical flat, slightly out-flared rim, a low neck,
rounded body and wide, flat ears (Avgia 2015/ 35, 36, 38, 39, 42, 43, 44, 44, 50,
53, 82).

A small number of jars (Avgia 2015/41, 51, 57, 61, 68, 711, 81, 85) were
found as well, with flat bases (Fig. VII/1) and “ketsi” of two colors: a) pinkish-
orange and b) brown.

Made of brown “ketsi’, a sherd from the rim and wall of a vessel is pan-
shaped, with a disproportionate mouth and rounded body (Fig. VII/2).

Another group contains amphorae for transportation and industrial use:
rim, neck and ear sherds of Colchian concave-sided amphorae (Avgia 2015/9,
63, 88) (Fig. VII/3) are similar to the finds discovered in the Gonio-Apsaros
fortress and date back to the 5th-7th centuries (Khalvashi 2002, 20; Mamu-
ladze, Kakhidze and Khalvashi 2012, 237-243). Likewise, rim, neck and ear
sherds of grooved orange clay amphorae (Avgia 2015/11, 52, 55) (Fig. VII/4-
5), have parallels among Gonio-Apsaros finds, as well as... pottery unearthed
from different sites of the Byzantine period and can be confidently dated to the
5th-6th centuries (Khalvashi 2002, 42-58, Fig.3; Mamuladze, Kakhidze and
Khalvashi 2012, 237-243).

The finds also include ears of various bronze items. All of them are
round-edged (Avgia 2015/12, 14). According to the place of discovery, these
items should be dated back to the 5th-6th centuries.

Glass finds (Avgia 2015/4, 40, 41, 45, 59) are fewer in number. The base
of one of the vessels has been fully preserved (Avgia 2015/15). The vessel has a
thin blue wall and a conically incurved base (Fig. VIII/1). As it is known, this
type of vessel had a dual purpose. They were used either as drinking vessels or
as lamps, which is attested by the Hammath Tiberias synagogue mosaic (Is-
rael) (Crowfoot and Harden 1931, 197-200; Antonaras 2008, 24). The mosaic
dates back to the 4th century and displays a seven-branched menorah (seven
branched candelabrum, one of the attributes of Judaism) (Corin 1998, 24; An-
tonaras 2008, 24). The use of the item as a lamp is also known from the Karanis
(Egypt) site and the sites in Northern France (Antonaras 2008, 24). The evi-
dence of repurposing them as drinking vessels include the finds of Vojvodina
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(Serbia) (Saranovi¢-Svetek 1986, 61, N 52. pl. IV, 1), Thessaloniki (Greece)
(Papanikola-Bakirtzi 2002, 532-533) and Osenovo (Bulgaria) (Mincev, Geor-
giev 1981, 11-12, pl. VIII/1). These types of drinking vessels date back to the
4th-5th centuries (Antonaras 2008, 23-24; Fig. 3/1-4/1; Antonaras 2010, 387,
Fig 4). The Avgia vessel is to be dated to the 5th century.

A piece of a vessel handle (Avgia 2015/59) (Fig. VIII/2) must be a part of a
lamp. Glass lamps were quite popular in the early Christian era. As mentioned
earlier, drinking vessels were often used as lamps. Lamps were made from
drinking vessels. The difference between a lamp and a vessel was only a tiny
handle attached near the rim, so that a lamp converted to a vessel could hang
on a wall with a hook (Antonaras 2010, 388). By comparison with its analogue
preserved in the Thessaloniki Museum, the ear of the Avgia lamp can be dat-
ed back to the 5th century (Antonaras 2008, 24, Figs. 3/ 2ii-4/ 2ii; Antonaras
2010, 388, Fig 6). In the 5th-6th centuries, glass lamps were quite widespread
in the eastern Black Sea region (Antonaras 2008, 24; Papanicola-Bakirtzi 2002,
285, N 299; Kissas 1988, 209, Fig. 4; Uboldi 1995, 124-125, form V).

Glassware finds include a round flat-surfaced greenish-yellow gemstone
(Avgia 2015/58) (Fig. VIII/3) and two gemstones from different crosses. One
of them is (Avgia 2015/73) emerald, rectangular, with rounded corners (Fig.
VII1/4), while the other (Avgia .2015/74) is green, with flared ends (Fig. VIII/5).

Three iron crosses were discovered inside the church (Fig. VIII/6-8). All
of them are damaged (Avgia 2015/46, 47, 60), but one is slightly better pre-
served than others (Avgia 2015/60). Three arms of the cross are at equal dis-
tance from the center, while the fourth, the lower one, is oblong. The ends of
the cross arms have not been preserved (Fig. 8/8).

Among the finds are a fragment of a nail (Avgia 2015/56) and a medium-
sized grey stone ball (Avgia 2015/56). If compared with similar evidence, all
objects can be dated back to the 5th-6th centuries.

Thus, judging by its architectonics, the building style and the archeologi-
cal finds, the Avgia church can be dated to the 5th-6th centuries.
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Avgia Church Site

Remains of an early medieval church were discovered on the homestead
plot of a local resident in the Avgia district (Avgia street #50) near Batumi. The
archeological survey revealed a large basilica to be dated to an early Byzantine
period according to the building technique, planning, and archaeological
materials. The church was built on the Latin cross plan (crux immissa) and
had a transept hall and a narthex. Churches with a transept were widespread in
the Byzantine Empire, including its peripheries, and were mostly, of two types:
domed and domeless. The Avgia church is a domeless cross-shaped basilica.

The church walls are made of rubble, unprocessed stones and lime mortar.
The rows are regular. The key areas are well bound and fortified by sandstone
quadras. The horseshoe-shaped apse masonry is of a different type — opus
quadratum composed of relatively small square stones. The flooring is made
of lime mortar.

The architectonics of the building is entirely based on the Roman foot.
The architecture analysis, as well as the parallel materials, allows us to date the
church to the 5*/6™ century, which corresponds to the dating of archeological
finds disrecovered at the site.
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