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Resume

Leila Khuskivadze
The Chasing of the Outside of the Khakhuli Triptych

The chasing of the oulsides of the folds of the Khakhuli triptych is the only survived parts of tnptych
exccuted in 10™ century lor of the cnamel icon of the same period. These silver plates with the same
images on the both (olds are rendered in low relief. Relatively large gilded silver cross in the center of
the composition emphasizes the main concept and artistic arrangement. The cross is surrounded by trees
wilh various forms ol lcals (ungilded silver) on punched surface. The cross here represents the tree of
the life standing between the trees of paradise. The tree of the life is a prototype of Golgotha cross and
therefore of the cross of salvation which occupies the center of the universe. The cross, as a symbol of
salvation, links lo the central icon of the praying Virgin.

Ty, gagadaily, Jadiergunn Abadghhob aghgbobn, md, 2003, 33. 36.
By, gogodady, ealiah, Baildmdn, bab. 252 aqa06m%y.
T 0. gogodadgwabab. baa. py. 18.
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Khakhuli cross has a 1ypical form of processional crosses of the 10™ and |1™ centurics with uls large
munded medallions al each end and the sharp comers at each rounded ofl.

The ormamental motils as well as the way ol rendering through plan surface oullined by pure contours
have much in common wilth 10*- 11" cc. Georgian chasing works. Butin wholc the Khakhuli omamentalion
does nol have panallels. The vault mosaics of SL. Costanza in Rome (4'™ ¢.) come Lo mind as a remote
associalion. First of all the resemblance is in ornamental motifs, covering the whole surface and in slight
and refined pattem. The Khakhuli omament tends lowards naturalization as well, but at the same lime
convenlionalized characler is still kept. It can be defined as convenlionalized-natural type, which submils

to medicval pnnciples of decorative layout.

The echo of Greek-roman decor is declared in the chasing of the outsides of the folds of Khakhuli triptych.
The other branches of 10™ century Tao-Klarjeti arnt knew hellenistic reminiscences as well. Khakhuli
arlist made his own interpretation of well-known molifs and created the almost unique omamental

decoration.
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