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{(smdmbagumgmn  jpugmol bbmognenae Jogeab@Mo), §A. ahohs (sodeilinggegoo | pugnoll badbkgom
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geabogmagmn  waga, badhdigom  gadhol oaghg) Tebalifaddgsgamme  glans (syjbopal  Fgdmol
daaden, splnlisguegon  gpepmols begogner ks ggqom).

1 badhoeer daGaMiab hempomegne  gaemol 3ngeeo  Jiyaes dgaobddn gioge oo §R
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I Bupcannine. abah. faBe., a3 122.

Toh. 'T. Bupcanaise. paboh. (a3, 83 109 533089 3 (3063093, wobob. 6aBeh, a3 57-102.

! . ogabodgomn, Lobmobobs o dhagygern fgmdBob Bolodmgdabamgob Ty bonymhar
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Mariné Kenia
Once Again on the Programme of Murals in the Church of St. Archangels in Zemo Krikhi

Murals of the second quarter of the 11 c. in the church of St Archangels in Zemo Krikhi, which were
almost completely destroyed during the earthquake of 1991, their historic significance and artistic merits
arc well known thanks to the fundamental monograph of Tinatin Virsaladze, published in 1963. Apan
from other issues, this work underlined complexity of its programme, comprising numerous images and
revealed one of its major themes - accentuation of the significance of the St. Archangels, Patrons of the
church.

In order to outline other conceptual layers of the murals, noteworthy is the inscription on the scroll
of the Prophet Isaiah, whose large-size figure is represented on a distinguished place, on a wall above
the apsc, straight below Annunciation. Although the text of the inscription was visually illegible as early
as 1930-1940s, T. Virsaladze had already at that timc proposcd that it would have been a famous quotation
from Isaiah’s prophesy, in which he foretells birth of Emmanuel from the Virgin (Is.. 7. 14). Computer
processing (T. Chkhaidze, N. Begiashvili) of old photographs, kept in the personal archive of the scholar,
had fully confirmed this supposition. Besides, two important facts were also ascertained : 1. Text on the
scroll is not a direct quotation from Isaiah's prophesy, but its paraphrase, as given in the Gospel - Math.,
1,22-23. |t was also found that the same is the case of all Georgian examples known up (o date, while in
quite numerous Byzantine examples, the text on the scroll always follows directly Isaiah’s prophesy; the
fact that in the Gospel greater emphasis is laid on the, so (o say, result of the prophesy was proposed as
a suppositional explanation of such different preferences, evidenced by Georgian and Byzantine murals.
2. Painter of Zemo Krikhi used St. Eptvimé Mtatsmindcli’s version of the Georgian Gospel (late 10" c.), or
Commentary on the Gospel of St. Mathew by St. John Chrisostom, translated into Georgian by St.
Eptvimé as a literary source of the inscription. This is quite natural in case of Zemo Krikhi, but it is
strange that the same source was used as latc as the 14® c. —in Zarzma and Lagami murals, which might
serve as an indication on the existence of a kind of models book in the medieval Georgia.

Deciphering of the text on Isaiah’s scroll makes it possible to state that in the programme of Zemo

Krikhi murals accentuated is the idea of Theophany and Salvation with the special emphasis on the
Incarnation of the God Son.
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