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Resume

Ana Kldiashvili
To the Symbolic Meaning of a Stork in Mthvar-Arax Culture
{on an Example of a Dindem from Kvatskhelebl)

The article 1s concerned wath the bronze diadem of the [11 Mill. B.C., discovered in Kvatskhelebi, which
was wom by a lady buried in onc of the lombs. First and foremosl, significance of this diadem lies
in the fact that this is the carliest anefact with figure images unearthed in Georgia. The diadem bears
several images: three circles, a pair of deers and a pair of storks. These are sign-symbols, conlaining a
vasi encoded text. Among these sign-symbeols, the stork is a symbol of renewed Nalure, of the revival,
But, besides. 1 seerns to be connecled with the birth of men. In the culture of many peoples, the stork is
a herald of a baby birth, it is a companion ol the human souls on their way from the realm of souls to
the world. This is the meaning, which the image bears on the diadem from Kvaiskheleb, since here the
storks are paired with the images of the sun. As confirmed by the analysis of various sources (linguistic
and folklore), on the microcosmic plane, the sun was identified with the human soul.

Thus, image of the stork on the diadem from Kvaiskhelebi might, on the one hand, indicate the death and
renewal of Nalure and, on the other, o the ides of the bodily revival of men, their re-birth.
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