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Marine Kenia

Peculiarities of the General Arrangement of the Decoration System in the
Early Medieval Murals in Svaneti

Although Svanish school of painting is well studied. new topics to bc discussed take
shape over the time — one of them is the general arrangement of the ensemble in the 10™-early
11™ cc. murals. forming a group of the full decorations. which emerge in Svaneli carlier than
in the lowland regions of Georgia.

The article is focused on the analysis of the completely preserved murals in the Atsi,
Ipkhi. Hadishi (outside the village) churches, as well as fragmented mural decorations in
Zhibiani. Svipi and Lagami (lower church) churches (all three — first layer of painting) and
identification of the general principles, which form basis for the general arrangecment of the
ensemble; namely. it can be stated that the painters, limited to the basic architectonics of the
interior, fit the mural decoration to the architectural features of the church, portions intended
for painting are minimally articulated, each composition occupies a large area (entire chancel,
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correlation of the opposite walls. which is not always rcalised with the equal consistency,
all is definitely discernible in the general arrangement of the ensemble.

Comparative analysis of the murals under discussion makes it possible to speak about a
relatively more developed character of the decoration system in Svipi and Lagami murals and
once again conflirm those differences between murals created on the initial stage of the devel-
opment of the Svanish school of mural painting. which are noticeable in their general concep-
tual arrangement.

Such quite a natural and inevitable coincidence of the peculiarities of the general concep-
tual and compositional arrangement of the ensemble is ail the more noteworthy that empha-
sized conceptual accents are also specially stressed in the general composition of the murals.
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