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NESTAN SULAVA

PHILIPE BETHLEMI

The hymn written in 13 line shain by the X-th century Georgian humnographer
Philipe Bethlemi is dedicated to feast of Our Lady and the Chnistmass. Our Lady is
represenicd by various christian theological svmbols. She is crowned with jasper and
garnet, which acquirces the xonotopic arti~iic loading. They indicate as well to gencal-
ogy of the Virgin (Our Lady) and Joscph. so as jasper is thc gem of the progeny of
Judas. and garnct - that of Zabilon. Garmenting of Our Lady with the goldlacc gar-
ment alludes to a special symphaty towards her by God. According to the hymn, Our
Lady is called Bethlem and cqual to the skies. which find their explanation in theo-
logical works. The hymn is thec monologuc of the author. the lyrical confcssion. ver-
bal cxpression of the spiritual feelings. in which the depth of theological cducation.
artistic skill and poctic culturc of Philipc arc complctcly revcaled.
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