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Nestan Sulava

Shio Mgvimeli in Demetre-Damiane's Iambi

Among the iambi dedicated to Shio Mgvimeli - one entitled "Hanging in Heaven By a
Thread" is particularly impressive owing to a balance of literary traditions and a specific world
outlook of the folklore. The iambus is exemplary within a so-called enigmatic poetry. An
enigmatic poetic method is the means by which the truth may be made accessible.It was
theoretically worked out and generalized in as early as Aristotle's "Poetics" and "Rhetorics”. It is
curious enough, however, that each enigmatic writing used to be assessed as a deviation from the
truth revealed by unusual, enginious, mysterious images - both cognitive and didactic, since the
animal characters were made use of displaying a human life. As the theologians and
hymnographers put it. It was "a contemplation in a mirror" - a symbol of perception.

The foregoing iambus by king Demetre relies upon an antithesis, with a miraculous
imagination being its centerpiece. The miraculous events of a fairy tale embrace various tropic
forms as prompted by the mediaeval aesthetic guidelines.
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