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Resume

Darejan Kidlashvili
Gareja — Constanlinople. Gospel Copied in 1070 in the Georglan Scriptorlum of ihe Romana
Monasiery by Theodore Garejeli

in 2003, E. Dobrinina and 1. Sterligova had pablished a Geargian Gospel (Ué. 760) from the B. Shchukin
collection of the Moscow State Historical Museum; the Gospel was dated Lo the 12% c. and ascnbed to
the literary school of the Black Mountain. At the same time, ils vasl colophon, which has preserved a
nuinber of interesting evidences, was not laken inlo consideration. The Gospel follows the version of St.
George Mtatsmindeli, is of high level of execulion, conlaining cannon tables, images of the Evangelists,
omamenled initial letters and headpieces.

As evidenced from the colophon, the Gospel was copied in 1070 by Theodore (who had been in Gareja
and the monastery of St. Archangel), in the fsickustirion of the Virgin Megetona of the Romana monastery
in Constantinople; Theodore had presented the Gospel to the ruler of Arkadiopolis, Abaz, who was the
son ol Gagik, king of Kakheti. The colophon also memions four brothers of Abaz: King Agsartan (here:
Khsanan), 31 ycars old and younger brothers (1 year younger one another) — Palda, Kvirike and Sedisav
(Abaz is 27 years old). Romana monastery of St. Apostles was built by Basil | as a burial of St. llerion
Kartveli in the 9" ¢., not far from the Sosten church of Si. Archange! Micheel (Theodore was maost
likely a monk of there). Romana monastery, as well as its Isichastirion and Metochion, were significent
literary centres. Moscow manuscripl copied by the inonk (who had been in Gareja) for the ruling family
ol Kakhet-Hereti is an evidence of their wide cultural ties with the Georgian monasieries in the East
and the West. Two other manuscripts copied in Romana {(Clemaxis of John the Synaite, A-134, 1066
and Vani Gospel, A-1335, tum of the 12% ¢, to the 13% ¢.) also confirm closest contacts of Romana with
Tao-Klarjeti, Mount Athos and Black Mountain.

As for the hislorical persons, mentioned in the colophon - Theodore Garejeli might be one of the scribes
ol the codes A-134, copied in Romana St. Ana Isichastirion, as well as author of one of the its colophons.
Onc of the grafTittis in Gareja desert might also belong to him. Noteworthy are evidences concemning
Curopalales title held by King Agsartian, his age and age of his brothers, position of Abaz - later he was
brother-in-law of Grigol and Abaz Bakur - their sister's husband. Likewise naleworthy is the fact that,
apart from the Byzantine Emperor Romanos [V Diogenes and kings of Kakhet-Hereti of the Kvirike Royal
Family, Bagrat 1V s also mentioned — Lhus, Kakhet-Hereli is considered as one of the Georgian lands.
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