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atagGmn hodyBo, Gedgmns Gamogygm IGma@adgdde badsdom spyommo bfmG e
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' 9d30. maya0Bgoeme, sGJgmpmmaogtia gjbdgreoos frahbyd-lgsbgomndn 1910 Faemb, d>cabo,
1937, a3. 58, 25.

! ncgodin dmbmp@agogmo >Jab uFsgmomo @. Jygbosb (LoF0boddmyhm K Jotho hage-
Bl gymgboosb”. dgameab 8gamdsée, 26, md., 1971, 3. 45-52). 9Bpmmol ggetie Fgbymos
993 gemab bndaagaabnhagan dodmgbom 653%mI0: &, gabao, 3. hn@magaa_ Id3gemo, md., 1986,
33 91-92, @od. 18-19. 2J3p> o3 dgamobsede dndmgbosro 65BGM3gdal Loo.
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has 3@ ggnbgdl™.

03GnolbdImdgmob Fofggbo bymonl 3330600 ygbdo babwobab hbwgds bodg-
d0b bL(3g6030, mMagg bgmol spboTbgmo dmdAsmds jo agbmgds gmab sdom-
madobs @> bymo Fdopol dmagbol Lgbgddo, Lopo WIGMOLATMSYmo odm-
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dImbogoopab ©s 3o edmygomgdgm bodowp. dg3bogMal @s jgoMmggdom, mIG-
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* H. Konnakos. Uxonorpadus Boromatepw, 11, [etporpan, 1915, 37 357.
' olga. ag 357-358.

3 6. Jmbragga, ealish. 6B, Gab. 203-206, 213,
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ghmo dgbjrgom, mddmnobddmdamol hotimgs LadFgAmdmmal ojmbma®asgarygm
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Bmam Foafgholb dododmgsl mdGmaliddmdmobsopdo dgmbgdol mbmgbem, dolo
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bgamos "grmzgel ®mogolydnd gm@dgmop" (6. Jjmbmsgmga), dobo asdmlLobygmg-
3> badfgemdgm Ly mogalio s@lbom LfméAge agmoensemdab, msbsy®dbmdols s
dgamggmmdol opgal aobsbobogMmgdl. gdglas@gdgs, Gmd mJAmdJsbosgdgmb
bymmn Jjmbrs @3Goolddmdmal Labob aodyggageroe 603930, GmIgmoaig 356
3oedmbs dob bymo oMbgdgme by@bgdom, 03 IAab(zndgdob TgLodsdolsm,
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¢ Ymaeopol obmGogm—nbmadsgogmoe 39bgdn, a6y NE525.
’T".H. Uy6unawsmuny, [pyInHcKoe uekaHHoe HCkyceTBo, T6., 1959, 3q. 137-141
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* The Treasury of San Marco, Venice, Milan, 1984, 33. 154.
? The Glory of Byzantium, New York, 1997, 33-162, No 109.
® 0d3g, ag- 170-171, Ne121.
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sdago@n Labgy bTdoMos xyGol go@del gbjmandombgdhby, Gmdmgdog ndagod@my-
o babaGomggdlisay Fomdmopagbos. Lbgomobbgs dsbagmabagsbh AgJdbagno g6-
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' The Treasury of San Marco, 33.136-140, No 11.
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RESUME

Kity Machabeli
The Virgin — Minor Orans in the Georgian Metalwork

Image of the Virgin occupies special place in the Georgian metalwork. Apart from numerous
icons, it is also seen on other ecclesiastical objects, e.g. on silver cross from the vill. Chazhashi,
Ushgul-i community, which was donated to Nasreti Virgin by Ioane Chabiani and his family, the
Virgin is represented both in the Deesis (a half-figure in a medallion) and on the lower arm - full

7 at. Lyhagmady, Poogmo bymbyho mE633g6deb Loddmmays, md., 1993, 33- 107.

n
3 S36aggmady, Jodammme (Lgsbm@n) bofalem ak b 6adalks
®d., 1953, a3. 77, 85. 4 2o (bgebyin) Lafgbe yéogeygme bymmybade bodpydglo,
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length, frontally, with her hands upraised before her breast. This iconographic type named “Minor
Orans” by N. Kondakov, according to him, had emerged after the Iconoclasm and was especially
wide-spread in the 11"*- 12" cc. Based on his interpretation, attitude of the Virgin displays “heart-felt
joy linked with the deep intrinsic devotion to the Lord”. This image can be seen in the Christological
cycle scenes and apsidal decorations, on the icons of the enthroned or standing Virgin. Similar to
other Byzantine types, it was well-known in Georgia, It is found on Obuji rhipidion (mid 10" c.,
presumable, donation of George II, king of Abkhazs), where it symbolises the idea of compassion
and patronage. Ushguli image — due to the plastic rendering of the face and ornamental design of
the vestment — is of higher artistic merits, as compared to that of Obuji. It seems to follow a
mectropolitan madel (although, full length Minor Orans is not so frequent in Byzantium), which is
confirmed by several samples (cnametled Gospel cover in Venice, 10*-11" cc.; enamel encolpion
from the Virginia museum of the same date, cross-shaped encolpion from the British Museum,
carly 11" ¢.). Minor Orans is also found on the Georgran enamels — half-figure representation
(medallion on Khakhuli icon, 9* ¢.; Vardzia icon of the Virgin, 10* ¢.; Martvili icon of the Virgin,
10™-11" cc.) = which arc also paralleled in the Byzantine enamels. Minor Orans seems to be wide-
spread on personal belongings (medallions, encolpia, pectoral crosses), as well as on the icons
frames. hook covers, liturgical vessels and Byzantine chrizobulae and glyptics. Its prototype seems
most likely to be famous Byzantine miracle-working icon.

Bascd on its programme, processional cross from Ushguli shows affinity with the similar
Byzantine crosses, although the Virgin is far more accentuated here (as compared to Andrianopolis
cross, (or instance) and, together with the image of Christ placed in the upper part (due to its
location, it might indicate Ascension), forms one of the major emphases of the programme. The
Virgin from Chazhashi, plastic rendering of which fully reflects artistic strivings of the early 11*
c., shows affinity with the half-figure images of Minor Orans kept in Svaneti (although, they are of
different artistic level), which seem to follow Byzantine enamels, but are distinguished by a different
facial type and psychological charactenstics.
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