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Kogobgmab 1933 Ferab gJudgmngonb Epepho. bajormggermb abfmdoob batjygggda, @. 1, md, 1964,
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¢ H.YyGnnawsuan, Xanancy, T6. 1972, fad. 5.

? I H.YyGnrawenau, Tpyannexne yckaninoe nekycereo, T6. 1959, gad. 211

V. 2dAadnTgopsn, babyymol Jofigmo, md., 1988, ¢jad. 40,41, 46

* A. Grabar, L'empereur dans I'art byzantin. Paris - 1946, L'investitur de I'empereur, 3q. 112.

" alpgatio yudlehagool Dgamramgtas: babygeeol atgwels gobémea dobablGob je@ends
oRdgadat Aohgopw mgppbs @ ABAoad Jadmggueol Jadmbggol asdebabgeeydom (X1 b)) -
byl ngoadg, Ty lm'ad';]ﬁua%nb Hobépn dnhohdadn, md., 1984, Aad. 39 GAygoblodioh v Dol
aJergbool gtghys (XU L) wagom guegha o wagam badoboll ppdombygoon, sdygetin Lfyds bdodGoes
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agghmbydl yruglionl 396 3mmdab,P.Menucawannn, Penscdu pybewa X-XI 88. ¢o clicHavMu cTpoNTentETsa
B Xpame y cenenus Koporo. Coserckan apreonoris, 1969, Ne 4, pa. 219-2M.
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'* D.I.Pallas, Himmelsmichte, Erzengel und Engel, in: Reallexikon zur byzantinischen Kunst, Lief. 17, Stungart,
1972; Lexikon der christlichen tkonographic. B.1. Rom, Freiburg, Basel, Vien, 1974, aq. 627-632.
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Resume

Tamar Khundadze
Orjalari Reliefl with the Blessing of Historical Persons

In the vill. Orjalari (Javakheti. southern Georgia. Ninotsminda district), a large relief (190 x 96 cm.) was
embodied in the nonh comer ol the east fagade of the 19" ¢. Armenian church erected on the medieval
cemelery with the medieval enclosure. Due 1o the collapse ol the comer (1990s), only of the rehef
was preserved in situ, while the fallen half was “bunied” under the debris. The rclief bears five frontal
figures. Wilhin the centred-symmetrical solution, noteworthy is more dense filling of the lelt part of
the plaque - figures are a bil bigger, reaching the frame, while on the right part there a spacc between
them and a lillle star is carved on this place. In the past, the reliel was painted red with cinnabar. in the
centre, there is a hal(-figure of the wingless Angel (ils explanalory inscription mentions the image as
an Angel), flanked by the'donors with 1heir hands outsirciched 1owards it in prayer, while the donors
at the ¢dge — have their hands resled on the breast in prayer; as on the majority of the Georgian donor
reliefs, historic persons have no nimbi, and, maybe, even no hais. Inscriptions are carved on the plain
background, accompanying each figure. Only one is lefi from the naines of the donors (his supplicatory
inscription is also preserved) — “Mkheisi1”, the name found elsewhere in southern Georgia, later on, a
sumame “Mkhetsisdze™ was derived from this name. It is noteworthy, that figures immediately next
lo the Angel are holding the crosses of the same shape, as are usually given 10 S1. Martyrs - this, most
likely, should have been based on some historic cveni.

If a composilional scheme of blessing several persons arranged symmelrically is well known, especially
in the Byzantine ar{, other iconographic trails are quile unusual. Firstly, Angel blessimg, who, in donor
compositions usually, acls as a mediator between the donor and the Lord. [t seems Likely that here, an
Angel is identified with the Lord, based on the naming of an Angel as “Son of the Lord™ in the narration
of Lhe Biblical miracle of Three infants (cp. Dan., 3, 92 and 3, 95); the same 1s confirmed by the evidence
of hymnography. The Angel is depicled wingless, which is quile rare, although there are some examples
in Georgian an (11® c. reliefs of wooden doors from Chukuli and, most probably, Jakhunden). In terms
of the artistic rendening, noleworthy is the large size of the figures (height - 86 cm.; larger images in
the medieval Georgian sculpture are known only in the donor reliefs from Oshki - 143 cm. and Tbeti
= 113 cm.). Due 10 their stylistic peculiarities — block-like, gencralised fonns (as well as palacography),
these images are typical of the 10* ¢. reliefs, although, they proportions are more correct, which makes
it possible to ascribe Orjalari relief 10 the second half of the 10* ¢,
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