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Mikheil Svanidze

THE PEACE TREATY OF BREST AND GEORGIA

(Summury)

From 22 December 1917 to 3 March 1918 a pcace conference was held
at Brest-Litovsk, with the participation of Russia, Germany, Austria-
Hungary, Turkey and Bulgaria.

Representatives of the government of the Transcaucasian Commissariat
were not invited to the conference, as Russia considercd Transcaucasia to be
her inalienable part.

The Transcaucasian government received an invitation from Turkey,
made by the instruction of the governments of the Central Powers. However,
the Transcaucasian Commissariat gave no reply.

In the authors’s view, the ignoring of this conference by the Transcauca-
sian government was a mistake.

The leaders of the “Committee for the Liberation of Georgia’
(G. Machabeli, M. Tsercteli, M. Kartsivadze), based in Berlin, tried to get in
touch with the representatives of Germany and Turkey and, through negotia-
tions, to safeguard the interests of Transcaucasia, in particular of Georgia.
However, the attempt failed.

According to the Treaty of Brest, Russia was to withdraw her troops from
the Artaan, Kars, and Batumi areas, and the population of these areas was to
be granted the right to self-determination.

The government of the Transcaucasian Commissariat filed a protest in
connection with this decision, stating that the treaty had been concluded
without the agreement and participation of its representatives in the work of
the conference, hence considering it invalid. Besides, the Transcaucasian
government made it known that its delegation was leaving for the Trabzon
conference in order to conclude a peace treaty with Turkey.
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