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BATUMI CONFERENCE OF MAY 11-JUNE 4, 1918 AND
TIHE FOUNDING OF TIIE GEORGIAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Summary

At the Batumi Conference the Turkish delegation demanded the
restoration between Turkey and Transcaucasia of the border that had existed
between Russia and Turkey prior 1o the Treaty of Adrianople. The
Transcaucasian delegation, however, was rcady to start negotiations on the
basis ol the Brest Treaty. which was bitterly opposed by Turkey. Relusing lo
make any concessions, Turkey proceeded to occupy the territory ol Georgia
and Armenia.

The attempt of the Transcaucasian dclegation Lo scltle the dispute through
the mediation of the representatives of Germany failed.

On 26 Muay the Transcaucasian Federative Republic broke up and the
Georgian Democratic Republic was formed on the same day. The Armenian
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and Azcrbaijanian Republics were founded on 28 May. The dissolution of the
Transcaucasian  Federative Republic and the establishment of the
Transcaucasian Republics were acceclerated by the situation at the Batumi
Conference.

On 26 May Turkey scnt an ultimatum to the Transcaucasian dclcgation.
The govermments ol the Transcaucasian Republics were forced to accept the
ultimatum and the negoliations continucd. On 4 June trecatics were concluded
between Turkey and Georgia, as well as betwecn Turkey and the Armenian
Republic and Turkey and the Azerbaijanian Republic.

A Treaty of "Pcace and Friendship” was signed between Georgia and
Turkey. It consisted of 12 articles and 3 mmexes. By the Treaty. the Batumi
and Kars regions and the disiricts of Akhaltsikhe and Akhalkalaki were
transterred to Turkcy. Of the Akhaltsikhe district Georgia retained only
Abastumani and Alsquri.

An additional trecaty was also concluded between Georgia and Turkey. by
which Georgia was obliged 1o demobilize its troops immediately. Besides.
Turkey reccived the right Lo establish conitrol over Georgia's major stralcgic
railways.

A convention was also concluded, providing for the maintenance of the
Baku-Batumi Oil Pipeline in good repair and its uminterrupted functioning,
in which Turkey was spccially intercsted.

The Pcace Trcaly was to be ratified within a month. The lerms of the
Treaty were too harsh lor Georgia, hence il was not ratified and it never

enlered into force.,
On 30 Oclober 1918 Turkey surrendered to the Entente slatcs and Lhe

Georgian-Turkish Trealy became void.
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