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Resume

Maia Mania
Transfiguration Monastic Complex on the “Metekhi Hill” —
Attempt of Dating the Structures

In 1776, Queen Darejan, spouse of Erekle Il — king of Kartl-Kakheti (eastern Georgia) — had built
a palace and a court church in the quarter of Tbilisi called Isani in the past, which is located on the
left bank of the river Mtkvari. The palace and the church, damaged during the Persian invasion of
1795, were soon restored and after the Queen’s death in Russia in 1807, the church went into the
hands of the Russian ecclesiastical power; the church consecrated to St. Irakli and Daria, was re-
consecrated as the Transfiguration monastery on 29 October, 1822.

In the 19" c., the church and the palace, as well as other structures, were twice altered and repaired,
in 1951, 1975-1977 and late 1970s (arch. G. Japaridze and V. Orbeladze) they were restored, while
in 1990s, due to the establishment of a nunnery, they were transformed.

Darejan’s palace, the so called “Sachino™ was erected above the pier of the Isani fortification
wall. A round compartment with a balcony arranged around it (balcony decoration, as well as a
fireplace in the interior, are completely restored in 1976-1978) is left from the palace. Likewise
old is a rectangular part of the palace with a sequence of wooden columns arranged on its three

148



sides (majority of the columns are replaced during the restoration in 1976-1978; brick parapets.on:
both volumes are of the same date). The palace was also provided with other structures merged
with the enclosure; as evidenced by the archival photos, their masonry is datable to the 18" c.
Traces of an old basement are discernible near the tower. The lower part of the tower is older than
the 18" c., presumably dating to the 17" c., reign of the king Rostom (1632-1658); however, part
of its adjoining wall contains fragments of even earlier date (16™ c. ?; upper, battimented part of
the wall is restored in 1970s). Decoration of the tower compartment is akin to that of the 17*-18"
cc. Georgian palaces; likewise typical of its epoch is the church (lower parts of its masonry might
even belong to some older structure). Especially old seems to be a minor structure of the south
supporting wall of the complex; domed compartment of the latter is nowadays being flooded due to
the leakage. This is most likely to be an old basement, preserved from some structure, extant before
the construction activity commissioned by the Queen Darejan — similar to the case of a basement of
the Porakishvilis’ “darbazi”, located in the close proximity — it is not excluded that this might be a
“refrigerator”, mentioned by P. loseliani (1866). Of an old date is also a wall, 9,5 m. long (120cm.
from this structure) — probably, a fragment of an old terrace (1735 map by Prince Vakhushti,
indeed, indicates some structure on this place), datable to the 16" c. The building of cells contains
a part of the 18" c. house with the flat roofing (initial aspect of this structure is seen on an archival
photo). Greatly transformed building — 7A, Urbnisi strect — which, based on the archival photos
is dateable to the 1810-1820s, should be discussed together with the monastic complex, while a
building to the east of the palace (arch. Z. Tsitsishvili) and a “Charity House™ are of 1999.
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