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Summary

On March 15, 2011, the civil war in Syria began. Clearly
jihadists were also involved in the process. By this time, a
group of jihadists known as al-Nusra was already operating in
Syria. Al-Nusra was led by Abu Mohammed al-Jawlani, who
was sent to the scene by al-Baghdadi, although he had his own
vision of the situation.

Due to relatively pragmatic and brutal moves, al-Nusra
soon entered into alliances with various rebel groups and also
occupied large areas of Syria.

In the spring of 2014, Islamic State in Iraq already con-
trolled Fallujah and Saddam Hussein's hometown of Tikrit.
In June 2014, jihadists captured Mosul, Irag's second largest
city. The capture of Mosul became a turning point, the Islamic
State was no longer a terrorist group operating underground.
It became clear that the group posed a threat not only to Iraq
or Syria, but to the entire world.
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