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13- J0giemedy, dagrne Jadogemo modaGadrdol obdmdes, §. 1, w3, 1980, ag- 487,

¥ 03. XogaboTgomo, dggwo JoGogma bsob@mGom 3Fghmmds, md., 1945, a3 82.

** John Meyendorff, Christ in Eastern Christian Thought, N-Y., 1975, 3. 13.
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A ygbos, momsdob Jygres gymgbool dmbadgmmaske, sghmmggatage bgmmybgdomd-
goebgemdol gabmomodol badgbog@m badobbal Bmbsdmggdmop, ®d., 1997, a3. 15-17.

* Potomob gbmg@gds, §. 11, @3, 1959, a7. 81-90; 0g. ¢agaboBgomo, mbbymadaba, §. 11, @3,
1983, a3- 272. '

? opgommoms®, Bgodob, 330k, 3gTmob, godnsbol modstasby s o.3. 2 gLodms Imbag-
s mdabo.
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bobGyemom sobabgdmps 3ol Fobsdm@dgmas arawa@glo aodmmom)ds®, yokpsjd-
bogm-goGEalbobyma shagmo gimdelb 9d3magégbo bamJdgmaly yordmbsggdare.

Marine Kenia
To the Interrelation of the Word and Image in the Georgian Mural Painting (on the Example of Iprari
Murals)

Famous murals of the Iprari church of St. Archangels, exccuted in 1096 by the Royal Painter Tevdore,
are well studied, which makes it possible to scrutinise various particular issues. Namely, these murals
definitely put forward the question of the relation of a verbal text placed on the architecture and painted
images.

Main inscription bearing the name of the painter and date of execution of the murals runs along the
antablement of the chancel-barrier. It contains a prayer to St. Archangels to have mercy upon the donors
and the painter. Due to its location on a border between the “heaven” (chancel, on the onc hand, and the
conch — in vertical dimension — on the other) and the “carth” (naos, on the one hand, and the lower
register of the murals, on the other), as well as its distinguished artistic merits, this inscription echoes
general concept of this part of the church. Intercession theme is distinctly emphasized in Decesis depicted
in the chancel, St. Archangels — participants of the Deesis are represented on the naos vault and St.
Martyrs placed on the chancel-barrier, together with the lit candles (symbol of prayer) painted on the
chancel-barrier and the apse walls, all are united in a common supplication. At the same time, due to the
green background, the chancel-barrier with its inscription — visually forming a homogencous composition
with the chancel — forms part of the “earthly” zone and, apart from uniting, has also a separating function.
White-glimmering and well-observable are the inscriptions in the naos, ¢.g. Apparition of St. Archangel
Michael to Joshua, illustrating famous Biblical episode. It is noteworthy that the Acts of thc Apostles (7,
30-35), as well as exegetical works of St. Church Fathers (St. Cyril of Alexandria, St. John Chrysostom,
Theophilus) state that before the Incarnation of the Word, the Lord, namely Second Person of the Trinity,
would appear to the men as an Angel. The fact that above quoted scene also bears the Theophanic
connotation is confirmed both by the depiction of the Virgin and St, Anpa straight in front of it (on the
opposite wall) and explanatory inscription of this composition, in which the Virgin is merely named as
“Mother of God", while St. Anna is referred to as “Mother of the Most Holy Virgin”; this places special
emphasis on the miracle and mystery of the Incarnation. The same is [urther strengthened by a laconic
inscription “Annunciation”, namely its stressed placing in the upper central part of the respective scene
(here, especially emphasized - both by its location, treatment and explanatory inscription — is St. Gabriel,
“passionate” herald of the Lord); meanwhile, seemingly simple explanatory inscription of the Nativity —
“Bethlehem. Christ Lord” — emphasizes coming of Messiah from the house of David and at the same the
essence of the Incamation — unity of manhood and divinity in God. Thus, in Iprari murals the Incamation,
Two Natures of the Saviour is the “leit-theme”, which is supplemented by others, such as, that of St.
Archangels, of Intercession, Theophany, etc. Such an accentuation of the “leit-theme” finds its explanation

in the unceasing opposition to the Monophysitism, which had acquired special acutcness in Georgia in
the 11%-13%cc,

“3330b 3bog3ot mggrmEgl ogh bebgmol GyETaGTme Lymmol spGggme gdsdob
3mbadmgations 3500373055300 Fgbabgd 1g6m aFghomgdon, ob. 3. gabos, spA@gyme Gomo-
@o> XII bogggbol bysbgmal 3mbaggmmdgdan, dgpmob dgamdatia, 1997, Nv 1 (96), 3. 33-34;

533233, dnboggy Laeobydgagem 6336mdn, momadal Jagms gymgboob dmbs@gmmdabe, m3.,
1997, 33. 101-102, 114-119 (bgmbo§Fga).
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