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MIKHEIL SVANIDZE

THE TRABZON CONFERENCE
(MARCH [4 APRIL 14, 1918)

Summary

As a result of preliminary talks with Turkey an agreement was reached
on the convening of a conference at Trabzon on concluding a peace treaty
between the Transcaucasian government and Turkey.

At the conference Turkey presented the following demands: |. The
Transcaucasian Commisariat must declare independence. 2. Recognize
the Treaty of Brest and transfer the Artaani, Kars and Barumi regions to
Turkey.

To April 5 the Transcaucasian delegation refused to meet Turkey's
demands. On 6 April the Turkish delegation demanded in the form of an
ultimatum the recognition of the Treaty of Brest. At the same time, vio-
lating the Treaty of Erzincan, Turkey resumed hostilities with the object
of capturing the Artaani, Kars, and Batumi regions.

In the obtaining critical situation, the Transcaucasian delegation ac-
cepted the terms of the Treaty of Brest on10 April — without the consent
of the Sejm.

On 13 April the Transcaucasian Sejm passed a resolution on sus-
pending the talks and on the recall of the delegation to Tbilisi,
A. Chkhenkeli, leader of the delegation, concealed the resolution of the
Sejm from the Turkish side, limiting himself to the statement that the ne-

gotiations were suspended temporarily, which allowed for their resump-
tion in the future.
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