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Resume

Marina Bulia
Donor Portraits in the Main Church of (he “Natlismtsemeli” Monastery in David-Garejl

Duc to the great number and significance of the depicted historical persons, donor scene in the main
chutch of the “Nalismisemeli” imonastery is definitely distinguished among the donor portraits preserved
in the medieval Georgian an.

The donor scene comprises images of the seven kings of the United Georgian kingdom, of the Saint
and of the immediale donor of the murals. Based on the explanalory nscriplions {cither preserved in
the archival materials, or in siw), undoubiedly identified were images of David the Builder, Demetre |,
George I, King Tamar, David Soslan and their Litile son Lasha George.

Based on the verification of peculiarities of scparate images and contemporary historic realities, new
1dentification ol the first figure in the row is provided; this person is identified as king Bagrat II[; coronauon
ol Lash George - is determined as the reason of repainting the church and the subject of the donor scene
{the same is confirmed by the archival evidences); date of execution of the murals is précised (o 1205-
1206. personality of the immediate donor, of the Saint and sequence of historical persons is interpreted
anew as: Si. David Garejeh, Anloni Glonistavisdze (?), Chancellor of King Tamar and Archbishop of
Chkondidi. Comparison of various images ol King Tamar and members of her family (Vardzia, Betania,
Kimsvisi, Bertubani) had revealed aculeness of such issues as legitimacy of possessing the throne and
mheritance, during the reign of King Tamar.

Absolutcly original, one can cven say, unigue solulion of the donor scene in “Natlismtsemeli” church,
peculiarnies of other donor poriraits preserved in Gareji mural decorations, leave no doubt that historical
portraiture can be considered equally characteristic of the Gareji artistic school, as local iconographic
themes, genceral colouristic acrangement of the murals, etc.
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