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Manana Suramelashviii
18% Century Tower-like Dwelling in Betlemi Kldisubani

Early 19" c. marks the beginning of the most essential transformation of the architectural image
of Thilisi. This was prcconditioned not only by the changes resulted in the establishment of
the Russian rule and increase of its accompanying Europeanization process, transformation of
the mode of life, etc., but also destruction and burning down of the city by the troops of Agha-
Muhamed Khan in September 1795. It also should be taken into consideration that, if some authors
consider revival of Tbilisi to be a long-term process, others characterise it as quite a short-term one
and, what is important, as, actually, a rchabilitation of the old. It scems most likely that, although
historic quarters of the present city were, certainly, considerably renewed, but to a great extent
through the use and adaptation of the old urban fabric, parts of the damaged or destroyed buildings,
or more or less preserved structures.

This general viewpoint was definitely confirmed by the multidisciplinary study undertaken in
Betlemi Kldisubani in 2003. Among its other findings, one of the most significant was revealing
of a number of 17*-18" cc. fragments and, what is most important, of three, almost completely
preserved, 18" c. residential houses. These comprise samples of the tower-like dwelling, a typology
disappeared in the 19" c. Thbilisi — residential houses 5 and 16b, Betlemi ascent.

These houses are united in a group and erected on a common substructure (the latter might be
of even earlier date than the houses proper). The houses are of brick, two-storeyed, 16b Betlemi
ascent being better preserved and less transformed. The lower floor here comprises three
compartments, while on the upper floor — due to the slope profile — one additional chamber is
arranged, which contributes to the duplication of the living space. Restoration works undertaken in
2006 by ICOMOS Georgian National Committee had revealed fireplaces, wall niches, staircases
cut in the depth of the walls, huge beams of the ceiling is these definitely archaic, square, rather
low chambers, as well as fragments of the scratched wall decoration composed of the design of
six-foil flowers. It was likewise revealed that the house contained two flats with vertical planning
and chambers located one above the other. Residential house 5, Betlemi ascent, transformed to a
greater extent and less studied, seems most likely to have been analogous.
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