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Resume
Darejan Gogashvili
Production of Manuscripts and Some Terms Connected with It

Study of the history of Georgian literary activity implies clarification of old terms connected with
the production of manuscripts, writing materials and their preparation, etc., which is reflected in
more than one scholarly publication (Iv. Javakhishvili, M. Surguladrze, K. Danelia, Z. Sarjveladze,
etc.).

Up to the 11" c., “etrati” (Greek — pergamenon, Latin — pergamena, etc.) produced from leather,
was used as a writing material in Georgia. This word is ascertained in the Sinaic manuscript of 948
and was also in use later on (Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani’s dictionary “Sitkvis Kona”, turn of the 17*
c. to 18" ¢.). In old Georgian, two meanings of this word are known — 1. Writing material (cod. A-
135, 1025; A-1105, 11" c., Ath.-21 [54], 1030; sygelion of Malakia Catholicos, 1532; sygelion of
Onopre [Machutadze], Abbot of the Laura of St. David Garejeli, 1712; Bible published by Prince
Bakar, 1734); 2.The codex or sygelion proper (cod. A-491, 13*-14" cc.; 19" c. colophon).

None of the Georgian sources give a full description of the entire preparation process of this
material; however, based on the comparison of various Georgian and non-Georgian sources, the
following picture can be drawn: leather of a sheep, goat or calf was washed and processed with
ash, or a mixture of ash and lime, or lime water; epidermis and hypodermis was removed, leather

“Kismet - nenenue, Apabeko-Pycckuii cnobapb., cocrasun npod. X. K. bapanos, M., 1957, 3. 817, Kismet
- JiefieHHe, pa3aen, pasnenchue, [lepcnacko-Pycckuii cnosaps, T. A. laddapos, 1.2, M., 1974, 343. 627.
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40000 s dobo wadbawgds Lolyd dobognaw, dGagagnmago, XX, ma., 2003, 33. 407-408.
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was washcd again, stretched over a frame, dried and processed with the knife and pumice. 1n-
certain cases, glair was used for the final processing of the surface (according to M. Surguladze;
see, cod. A-84, 12"-13" cc.; A-526, 13" ¢.), while darkening of some parchments (in the past, such
manuscripts were called “dark™ or “shadowed”; see, e.g., cod. A-433, 16"-18" cc.; A-168, 16™-17"
cc.; S-1315, 17* c.), makes it possible to propose use of the linseed oil or dust containing iron.
Production of the parchment was called “shekmnai ctratisai” (cod. A-1563, 13" ¢.; A-575, 1365)
and its final processing — “shekazmva” (literally — embellishment or decoration) (cod. A-236).

Leather was used for scrolls or codices, which, as is shown, could be called books *“‘geritai” and “‘kdita
shekruli” (see, sygelions of Malakia Catholicos, 1532 and of Eptvime Catholicos [Sakvarelidze],
early 17" c.). Presumably, one manuscript was usually produced from onc Icather. In the past, a
page was called “kabadoni” (the same “kapitoni”) (Greek — catapadon); cod. A-292, 1800 mentions
“kasmati”, which, taking into account Persian and Arabic — kismet, indicated division of a page
into parts containing the text (Old Georgian — mkuidri) and left without it (Old Georgian - kidii,
arshia, pativi). The entire process of production of a manuscript from the parchment was called
“kazmva” (decoration) (cod. Ath.-20; Jer.-32).
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