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Manana Abutidze
To the Donors of the Psalter (I. N182) Kept at the Sh. Amiranashvili
State Museum of Fine Arts of Georgia

Collection of the former Old Georgian Art Muscum — at present, at the Sh. Amiranashvili State
Museum of Fine Arts of Georgia — contains a Psalter, which was removed to the former from the
Central Archive of Georgia on 05.11.1926. The Archive had received the Psalter from the Moscow
Historic Museum (at the Moscow Museum it was called “Virubov Psalter” and was purchased in
1911 from certain Virubov, who, in his own turn, had bought it in 1880). In 1859, the Psalter was
in the hands of the pricst Alexi Bakradze, who had copied it, thus prescrving the cvidence that in
1775, the Psalter was donated to the Dormition church of the Gogni desert by Mariam, Queen of
Imereti.

The Psalter is copied in nuskhuri (minuscule) script, by one calligrapher and contains 71 miniatures.
In the scholarly literature (Sh. Amiranashvili, L. Shervashidze), the manuscript is dated to the 16th
c., based on the watermark, depiction of a minaret on the image of the St. Catherine monastery
of Mount Sinai on 4 miniatures (in the 17th c., the minaret existed no more) and the mkhedruli
colophon on the last page, stating: “Ch. on 2 December, Sunday, the moon was fifteen and eclipsed.
Also, on 18, the same month, Tuesday, on midnight, the earth shook, on moon two”’; according to
L. Shervashidze, thcse bear indication to the natural disasters in 1666. However, the same page
contains another colophon, in nuskhuri (placed somewhat upper the first one), which reads: *“Lord,
have mercy upon Princess Elisabed and her son Antoni and Teimuraz. I, Darejena, have finished
five times”. L. Shervashidze quite justly thinks that the colophon mentions Queen of Kartli and
her son Antoni (Teimuraz, before taking monastic vows), at the same time, supposing that for a
certain spell, the Psalter was in their ownership, since the colophon is written by thc same hand
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and the same ink, as the Psalter text. Such a supposition should not be righteous — the colophon
seems likely to be made while copying the Psalter, or immediately after this (while it was still in
the hands of the scribe).

Since Prince Teimuraz took monastic vows in 1739 and was already Catholicos in 1744 (such is
his title in one more Mkhedruli colophon of the same manuscript), the Psalter should have been
made during the same spell. Accordingly, historic persons mentioned in the colophons, should be
identified as donors of thc manuscript and natural phenomena described in the sccond colophon
should neither be ascribed to 1666. As for the watermark, it is well recognised that these signs were
used over the centuries and permit to determine terminus post quem.
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