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George Patashuri

Reconstruction of the Facades of the 11" C. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral and
Their Artistic Peculiarities

Present appearance of the Svetitskhoveli cathedral in Mtskheta, a Patriarchal See of the
Georgian Orthodox Church, was created by the architect Arsukisdze in the 11* ¢. However,
the 11 c. architectural body of the cathedral is quite disfigured by the late restorations and
alterations (most considerable among them — those of the 15" and the 17" cc.); although
during these interventions efforts were made to keep to the initial design of Arsukisdze, still it
(mainly, facade blind arcade. the major component of the facade decoration) should be recon-
structed.

Identification of the |1™ c. masonry (formed by the alternation of sandstone slabs of
three different hues) leads to author to conclude that the authentic appearance is, mainly,
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preserved on the east facade (however. its pediment is rebuilt — initially it should have shel-
tered a relicf with Majestas Domini now embodied in the west facade pediment); on the south
facade. from the East the central large arch was adjoined by a smaller arch and two lower
arches. while from the West a small niche and three arches (two small ones and one larger)
were attached; north facade is rebuilt almost in its authentic form (only initially. the east
arches should have been reaching the socle): on the totally rebuilt west facade, central large
arch should have been flanked by two narrow arches on either side. West facade is not fully
visible and the central arch acquires a special significance, hindering vertical development of
the overall facade composition. On the contrary, ‘basilican~ silhouette of the longitudinal
facades weakens their horizontal "flow~ (although on the north facade the central arch is
accentuated as a vertical. on the south facade arches follow architectural volumes). Note-
worthy is inclusion of niches in the blind arcade - this is caused by the existence of old, 5" c.
parts and apertures (analogy is seen on the 17" c. Ananuri church, where arches are separat-
ed from one another. imitating Svetitskhoveli). Vertical development of the composition is also
weakened on the cast facade, where the central arch of the five-arched composition (the
latter originates from Oshki - 963-73) is less heightened as compared to other churches
(although there as well. a ratio of the width to height varies).

Arcade formed by the shafts has a long history (starting from the 6™ c. portal framing)
and. especially in the 10™ c., alongside the striving for decorativeness undergoes further
development (blind arches without shafts can also be found). Besides, in the southern Geor-
gia width and plainness of shafts or their plainness seem to make them “structural~ (Oshki,
Tbeti. Ishkhani): in western Georgia the shafts are thin, often "twisted~ and, respectively,
cmphatically decorative: in castern Georgia a somewhat intermediary solution is seen distin-
guished by plainness (Alaverdi, Samtavisi), while Arsukisdze combines all these three ap-
proaches.
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