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gogna. >mbobo@bogos obo@g, GM3 o] gotdpobo gO@mapyGmo gAobmogm-g@alimagea.
Jodggem Fodfg@ado go dobmob ghoap gdbog oMol dmhbybogdyemo 3 Hody-
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3 Wodadsos agméoal dgbobgd 63FGmadnb gRhm-gem bimgnom3o pojgtiom >mbadbagl,
6md ,Igbadgoms o] oagmabbdgdmmgb ods L, A0adgha", stodge ..3ymbmopgere dalingme®,
B33 odgg otymal oda3e6 Jodagweb. ob. pabab. badé., a3. 119, Fg6 9.
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abgbo.
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=139bn. boforimgammb nbdmdaonl boyombgda, 111, @d., 1966, 33. 7-10.

B 0. gogobaidgogne, Jotimggmme ghob abgmaoes, I, md., 1983, a5. 337

H 6. dgcdgbodgoma, pabab. haT@., a3. 28.

¥ sé0l oy gémo dsliogme, agm@Geal dobommol ®mabadgmémyg, msdsdab Jggmdab
Jotgger Yrmgddo mdograbol ,mygéxe dmbsbHeol” 33965d3gem0, 03 pAEML ,JoGmmoba
Imogzatigdabymimbygmgogme®, abog ,,gmoéla", ,g@obmagm-ghabmogobs, Jodmgrabs 230ams
230taba® sdgmabiabob dds. >3pgbam, albog Faédmdagmmdom popagsmmgabo. 60Babpmdmoge
s bybmaammpdol Bapomo gomm@@eb 8shiggbgdgmos dobe > agméGmab gméy FoeiFgmob
0bbygenal Jhmbsntaw aabjynspgdymme, dadméoygmmo ebGmdol by, LyGgoma s
nbafo ageeyogh ba@dges Faemdobs. g6im agamBo Laggdn jo ob s@eb, Gmd Jodmpm-
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2, d., 1948, 33. 96-98.
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a? 6. 37Gdgbadgomall ygenggol Ygmgagdel bogpgdggerhy wo odol gomgogn-
obfnbgdom, @md daboanl Lisgymgbom agdaG ool padygzgnme baggbghgdo ybws
8539800 (0733 gb, gbodmms, s3@3 EabieGgdmes), smdom, @@ XII Lsygybolb
80-90-006 (ergd@o. odobggh agndodagdl madodol 20dg9dol Jodgge (angdile
dagybol ddadmggem dogmgdl Tméaob g@mogEanmdams magobgdn@dgbo.

36@mbo Aymbmamgan-dFoabmdatimabygigbos 1178 (grawab. 1184 Faunb dab 53
0abodgdmdall Faotmldgglh (,.dm0g3haggdl™) jomsmajymbo dodogero, @Godguag
90@dgol o 3300Gmgdl Lbadggm bymobyuengdab®? smggema Fergdol dsbdogn'hy
dggab gHododo Meaaheb gmemmbygmmolidggdai (ob. Jggdeim), dap@ad gomdéyoe I
o 34 (390) Lyxob. 53 boggo@ggmmb gGo-ghma [oddmdawybaere msidatol
dggemdol alaFyob@o jgmog Jdg@gmol ghobmagm-g@hobmagoels Japogum  badyy-
dpnmdls, das odol godm bigarai oG sGab gadmdGagbyera, Aol orabol Gsw-
ogogee mdeboeg@e ygbol dgbadygolag, dom JoJogurmab Jjobewam joydoda,
0f6d Tgdobgggomo s@as, Ged 1190 Uyl 8odagerab podusggaangdol gl g,
Jueembggmolidggde WWaagae Gmggdgh badmwgafge ablody bb.

dadobiogesdy, Agodmgds gogojtem, Gmd Godagemol Mmagdmdols @edwybody
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wogmmdsl, dobogy Agmgmmdon, ®msbadb@sbygmma myobol {360, dabogra
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A 6mBaGmab, 5@Gb)6o LaddogoGmab ogogamds bydmm gogatagegm, 0J6gd gogolamm
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bopr e “dgde gengdaemo, doa@ad aydeGagdydgme s ghmdabgmmab doydom goga-
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Vo ga5T0, dodmon@o Jg@bmboyggdol yodmymgdom, pababgmmgdgmas Ggs JoGmgby-
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d0? 5Abgdmdl goGdagwo, GmAd dama oMo dm3Eebadgmdl Jops Jodomal mgd-
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Tamaz Sanikidze
Building Inscription of Ikorta Church

Apart from its architectural merits, Ikorta cruciform-domed church is also famous for its
inscriptions, one of which indicates exact date of its erection — 1172. Regretfully, these inscriptions
are severely damaged (even partially vanished since the 19" ¢.), due to which their reading and
contents had caused and still causes difference in opinions (M. Brosset, P. loseliani, T. Zhordania,
P. Zakaraia). The author proposes new reconstruction and interpretation of these inscriptions.

1. “Ch. The Most Holy Trinity, glorify in both lives Eristavt-Eristavi Demna, Sula
and Beshken, builders of this gate, Vardan Eristavt-Eristavi, establisher of the walls
and prey for them. Ch. taeb (1172)”. Vardan, mentioned in the inscription, is known in
Georgian literary sources — he was made eristavi (ruler) of Hereti by the king George 1. His
family name was Kolonkelidze and other persons named in the inscription were most likely to
belong to the same family. Among them, Demna was also honoured with the title of enstavi-
eristavi, while others were less promoted.

2. “Ch. The dwelling made by Thy hands, O, Lord, Who had taught Bezaleel to
produce silver with wisdom and had ordered well-sanctified Archippus to build the
church. Have mercy upon me, unworthy pr. Basili”. Bezaleel named in the inscription is

% ab@mGosbo > 3B3sbo, T 11, md, 1959, a3. 34.

6. ImBoagogmn, wabab. 6334, ag. 133.
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20 3argisgonl yhadaem, U1, md., 1967.
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the builder of the Ark of Covenant mentioned in the Bible, while Archippus is a participant of the
famous miracle of St. Archangel Michael in Chonas. Basil — presumably, builder-architect of
the church, as evidenced by the next inscription, is a member of the Kolonkelidze family and the
major donor of the church.

3. “Live-giving Cross, have mercy upon the souls of Eristavt-Eristavi Vardan, Arseni,
Archbishop of Chkondidi Basili and Giorgi Tualoi. Amen’. Here Vardan eristavt-eristavi
is again mentioned, while Basili is most likely to be Archbishop of Chkondidi and, respectively,
Vazirtukhutsesi (Prime Minister), Mtsignobartukhutsesi (Chancellor) of the united Georgian
kingdom. Arseni might be identified with Arseni Samdzivari, compiler of King Tamar’s sygelion
in 1187.

The Kolonkelisdzes should originate from the village Kolonketi (non-extant at present) in
Shida Kartli. Their domain seems to be quite vast, forming an eristavate, which was most likely
headed by Demna. Itis known that Vardan’s son, Ivane Kolonkelisdze, took part in 1177 rebellion
of the Orbeliani family and Prince Demna against George IlI; however, this did not cost him the
eristavi title, which the family had lost in the reign of King Tamar - in 1191 Sagir Kolonkelidze
was deprived of the title cristavt-eristavi of Hereti (probably, due to his opposition to the king);
since then the Kolonkelisdze family is no more seen on the historic arena and in the 13" ¢. Ksani
eristavate was formed on this territory.
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