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dno bobooopgds)” [2].
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Political — Psychological Dimension of Terrorism
Summary

Terrorism is one of the significant challenges of the new world order
and due to 1its political-psychological characteristics, content and
consequences is the most acute form of violence.

Definitions of terrorism are usually complex and controversial, and,
because of the inherent ferocity and violence of terrorism, the term in its
popular usage has developed an intense stigma. It was first coined in the
1790s to refer to the terror used during the French Revolution by the
revolutionaries against their opponents.

Terrorism can be defined as the use, or threat of use, of violence by
non-state groups to achieve political change, and in doing so, targeting non-
combatant civilians as its immediate victims.

Various attempts have been made to distinguish among types of
terrorist activities. It is vital to bear in mind, however, that there are many
kinds of terrorist movements, and no single theory can cover them all. Not
only are the aims, members, beliefs, and resources of groups engaged in
terrorism extremely diverse, but so are the political contexts of their
campaigns.
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Determining what drives people to terrorism is no easy task. For one
thing, terrorists aren't likely to volunteer as experimental subjects, and
examining their activities from afar can lead to erroneous conclusions.
What's more, one group's terrorist is another group's freedom fighter, as the
millions of Arabs who support Palestinian suicide bombers will attest.

For years, psychologists examined terrorists' individual characteristics,
mining for clues that could explain their willingness to engage in violence.
While researchers now agree that most terrorists are not ,pathological® in
any traditional sense, several important insights have been gleaned though
interviews with some former terrorists.

Mental illness appears not to be a critical factor in explaining terrorist
behavior. There is no ,terrorist personality®, nor is there any accurate profi-
le — psychologically or otherwise — of the terrorist. Histories of childhood
abuse and trauma and themes of perceived injustice and humiliation often
are prominent in terrorist biographies, but do not fully explain terrorism.
Terrorist ideologies tend to provide a set of beliefs that justify and mandate
certain violent behaviors. Those beliefs are regarded as absolute, and the
behaviors are seen as serving a meaningful cause.
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