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Culture as an Element of Soft Power

Summary

Soft power has become a term that has been widely used in modern
international relations. This is a relatively new phenomenon that has
gained popularity. Although, we can still say that this new concept has
not been either fully studied, or even acknowledged by certain scholars,
organizations or even higher authorities.

As Josef Nye notes ,,soft power” is often called ,,attractive power”.
Its attractiveness is due to different factors and characteristics. Most
importantly, this is the match of systems of values. The ,,soft power”
can be obtained through mechanisms such as diplomacy, trade, tourism,
media, exchange of educational and scientific programs, assistance in
disasters, etc. ,,Soft Power” consists of three elements: Culture, Political
values and Foreign Policy.

Culture itself is quite a complex concept and it is impossible to define
the term with one definition, as well as to determine the influence of
each element of culture. Culture can no longer be perceived as a separate
concept, but it has now become the mechanism to influence and achieve
goals.

In the 20th century, American Culture became a cultural export to the
world and an inspiration that everything is achievable in America. Films,
music, sports - every segment of Culture has been working to promote
the image of the United States of America as a strong, outstanding
country, that supports individualism and promotes different values, like
equality. However, the USA is not the only country nowadays in modern
international relations that uses culture as a weapon to increase its
popularity worldwide. For European states, the mechanisms of the ,,Soft
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Power” are perceived as culture and art, political values, the existence
of economic models based on universal welfare. The best example of
»Soft Power” is the European Union itself, which has been established
as a successful economic model and an organization that promotes
democratic values around the world and assist countries to develop and
prosper. China has also started using its culture to gain popularity in the
world. There were established schools for learning the Chinese language,
also different educational programs have been financed to promote the
student flow to the country, etc.

The processes of globalization lead to the reform of the geopolitical
space, the formation of a new hierarchical system, new geopolitical poles.
Consequently, the processes caused by globalization, in turn, require the
formation of a foreign policy in line with the new reality, the use of new
tools, mechanisms and methods to achieve strategic goals and pursue
national interests. ,,Soft Power” offers a lot of opportunities even for
states that have a limited range of traditional resources for influence. Any
state can influence the geopolitical area in which it operates or even the
ongoing processes in the international arena.

Culture, as a ,,Soft Power”, is an important part of national
power and quite many countries have chosen to enhance international
competitiveness and influence through cultural development. Although
hard power is still used extensively in state relations, ,,Soft Power” that
revolves around cultural power will place an important role now and in
the future in transforming international relations and global configuration.
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