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George Bagration-Davitashvili
To the Typology of the Georgian Traditional Dwelling

Major traits of the folk art in general are: traditionalism, collective and anonymous character; existence
of variations. For the architecture proper, characteristic is: unity of the function of form, direct links
between the material and modes of its processing (i.e. technological qualitics of the object), tectonics
producing forms, harmony with nature. Following aspects should be taken inlo consideration, in
identifying typology of dwellings: a. planning structure (it reflects everyday lifc and farming processes.
order if placing family members, form and social function of a family, disposition of firc and ritual places,
rituals and habits linked with them, etc.): b. building maternials, which from the beginning were mainly a
product of the ecological environment, but later had turned into a normative phenomenon and an ethno-
specific factor; c. system of structural framework, which is preconditioned by the peculiaritics of the
building material. modes of its processing and technological capacity; d. types of roofing, which is
rooted in the system and technological qualities.

Based on these traits, traditional and characteristic elements of the everyday life in Georgia between
the mid 19* c. and mid 20" c. can be singled out: |. wattle patskha, with the gable roof and unarticulated
space; 2. jargvali, constructed of logs, with the gable roof and unarticulated space; 3. oda-sakhli,
constructed of timber planks, with the gable or hip roof and articulated space; 4. dwelling, constructed of
mixed materials, with the flat roofing (comprising diverse roofing systems from the most simple up to the
complex “gvirgvini” types) and unarticulated space; 5. tower-likc stonc dwelling, with thc complex roofing
system and several floors, with vertically developed forms. Sub-groups can also be distinguished among
these types, e.g. tower-like, i.e. fortified houses vary according to the peculiaritics of the defence and
farming functions; oda-sakhlis differ based on the number of storeys; “darbazi-type” houses — according
to the complexity of the “gvirgvini” roofing structural framework, etc. Dwelling types also differ based on
their geography, e.g. in the past, houses constructed of wattle and logs used to be spread all over
Georgia, while houses with the flat roofing were built in entirc eastern Georgia. “Darbazi-type” dwellings,
tower-like houses and oda-sakhlis had relatively small, clear-cut geography: the first is characteristic of
eastern Georgian lowlands, the second - of the Georgian highlands and the third - of the westen
Georgian lowlands. These three major types coincide with the three major farming and cultural zones of

Georgia.
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