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Kitty Machabeli

On the IHistory of the Image of the Virgin in the Georgian Metalwork
(the Virgin-Hodegetria)

On the example of the medieval Georgian metal icons, the article is focused on one of
the most widespread iconographic types of the Virgin — the Hodegetria. This image com-
prises diverse variations, among which the Enthroned Virgin was most popular in the me-
dieval Georgia. This theme is rooted in the East Christian art.

The Virgin was represented on the metal icons, as well as liturgical objects, which
contributed to the dissemination of these iconographic types all over the Christendom.

Present study of the oldest Georgian samples of the Virgin-Hodegetria is limited to the
discussion of the 10™ ¢. metal icons representing the Enthroned Virgin, namely, a golden
chalice from Bedia and several triptychs from the Lower Svaneti.

Based on the analysis of the iconographic programme and style of the Bedia chalice,
the author shows its affinity with the contemporary Byzantine liturgical objects (sardonyx
chalices of the Emperor Romanos 11). major concept of the enamel decoration of which is
the Glorification of the Virgin. The same is the general concept of the Bedia chalice icon-
ographic programme, on which the image of the Virgin is accentuated using certain artistic
and compositional modes.

Enthroned Virgin-Hodegetria is represented on the central part of the silver triptychs
from Lower Svaneti (Chukuli, Chikhareshi, Jakhunderi triptychs, late 10" c.). Based on the
stylistic analysis of these icons, the author highlights free creative approach of the Geor-
gian craftsmen towards the traditional iconographic schemes.

The article also touches upon the predominance of the silver icons in Georgia, evi-
dence of the old Georgian sources concerning the production of metal objects in Georgia
and old terminology linked with it.
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