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Nano Zazanashvili

On the Localisation of B. Akhospireli Street and One Church
on Prince Vakhushti's Map

On the Tbilisi map made by Prince Vakhushti in 1735, apart from main streets, squares
and churches, a space is indicated in the area between present L. Asatiani and M. Lermontov
streets. Within this space attention is drawn by a street of a strangely curved shape — it seems
likely to be identifiable as a germ of the present B. Akhosporeli street and its 3" cul-de-sac.

Identification of the church indicated here is more difficult. In 1880, when Vakhushti’s
map was being prepared for publication in Russian. the church was identified as Mognisi
church. However. in relation to the present church, it is shown on the opposite side of the
street; bestdes, it is shown as a domeless church, while in 1676, J. Shardin mentions it as a
domed church; on the other hand. Prince Vakhushti always indicates general appearance of
the churches with great precision. The supposition that this might be a result of the church
transformation gives no explanation. since extant large church is doubtlessly built in the 1751,
while its predecessor. “Minor Mognisi™ church was transformed in 1754. Thus, it seems
likely that some other church is shown on Prince Vakhushti’s map.

"“aobilge dayeba’tlgogpna, 2oV gAs badguimba badaGmggebs, JdpGomol ghoghgos ¢. IV,
md., 1973, ay. 336.
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1800 Tbilisi map (by Chuiko) records four churches of St. George in this quarter — one
of them. in the present B. Akhospireli 3* cul-de-sac. Besides, on 1785 Tbilisi map (by Pishchev-
ich) ..Kozmani™ church is indicated on the present L. Asatiani street. ,,Kozmani™ might point to

the dedication of the church to Sts. Cosmas and Damian — in this case, it is hard to
understand, what could have been the reason of changing the church dedication. However, it
might equally be a ..nickname™ (c.g. ..Norasheni™, ,.Saakasheni™, etc.), indicative of the church
donor or some other circumstances. Chuikov’s map does not mention such ,,nicknames”,
while Pishchevich uses them sporadically. Accordingly, the church under discussion might be
identified with one of the churches built in the reign of the King Vakhtang V in the 17" ¢., which
are mentioned by Prince Vakhushti.
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