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In the present. work we.publish materials discovered in
the first and second cremation platforms in the Larilari
burial of the’pre-antic period. First this monument was

excavated in 1964 by Germane Gobejishvili. Later, in 1965,
' 1967, 1980, 1981, 1982 Shota Chartolani‘was heading ar-
chaeological fieldworks theré. The monument can be dat-
ed as VI-lll cc. BC.

Approximately 4000 items.were discovered at the burial
site, but we chose most important 500 artefacts with re-
gard to their high artistic value and chronology.

Most part of the artefacts are heavily fragmented and are

not subject to restoration. Some need further restoration. &
This situation is mostly related to the second cremation

platform. Therefore, artefacts from this platform afe pré- )

sentedin sketches,which were made during Sh. Chartola-‘

ni's archaeologlcal expeditions.
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CCArchaeologically Svaneti is one of the less studied regions” -
this is how Shota Chartolani starts his study about Larilari
burial, outstanding archaeologist and scholar, who had the honor
to become the founder of archaeological studies in Svaneti.
Indeed this most beautiful region of Georgia is distinguished by
abundance of medieval period architectural monumenits, churches,
monasteries and diverse artefacts resting there. As for Pre-Christian
period there is scarce material regarding mode of life and culture of
Svaneti but the vast majority of whatever we have at present, was
identified and studied by Shota Chartolani.

As aresult of his work, first at lv. Javakhishvili Institute of History,
Archaeology and Ethnography, and then in the Archaeological
Research Center, a number of archaeological monuments have
been identified in Svaneti and Zemo Apkhazeti; their chronology
covers vast lapse of time between Stone and late Medieval periods.
Their scientific research and study results were reflected in Shota
Chartolani's number of works, where he shed light on history of
Georgian mountainous regions, their mode of life and culture in an
entirely new manner.

Long ago, in village Mestia, with efforts of Shota Chartolani,
archaeological base fund-storehouse at the Svaneti regional
department of the Archaeological Research Center was built.
Together with other monuments, extremely interesting and

important excavated materials obtained during archaeological
excavations carried out by Sh. Chartolani in 1960 and 1980s were
preserved there.

From 2009 these monuments were placed at Archaeological
fund storehouse of the Svaneti Museum of History and Ethnography
at the Georgian National Museum.

In the framework of the project The Larilari Burial: Cultural
Heritage Research and Popularization Perspectives supported by
the Georgian Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports
and with the participation of project contributors (Z. Tortladze,
M. Gvelesiani, N. Gogniashvili, S. Songhulashvili, A. Guledani, Sh.
Lezhava, B.Girgvliani) all relevant works have been carried out at
Svaneti Historic and Ethnographic Museum, which is required for
the arrangement of museum collections and their preparation for
publication.

Present publication is the result of this work.

When talking about Larilari collection, we have to recall with
exceptional respect, a great person who just recently passed away
- Laila Pantskhava, Doctor of Historical Sctences, great scholar,
who contributed a lot for preserving and protecting this brilliant
material.

Items discovered in Larilari burial (ceramics, weaponry, parts
of horse tack, household, etc), primarily small items: statues with
bronze zoomorphic images; bracelets, fibulas, rings with rare
compositions, interesting artistic solutions or semantic signs and
many other items create perspectives for further diversified study.

This book does not have ambition to present full results of the
study of Larilari cremation burials as this difficult and complex task
requires multi-sector approach and respective time.

Our prime aim was to present maximally complete photo-
material of the collection to the readers, which is complemented
by a few texts: General review of Larilari burial as an archaeological
monument (Zizi Tortladze), and a study dedicated to historic and
religious aspects of cremation rites (Mariam Gvelesiani).

We hope that this Initial stage of investigation will be continued
in other studies of scholars.
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FOREWORD

ost of contemporary countries are multi-ethnical.

Georgia is one of them. Within separate ethnoses,
people’sinter-ethnic relations define the character of the
country - political, judicial, economic, cultural priniples
on which any country is based as a cultural- economic
or political entity. Image of any country today is con-
ditioned by its historic development. On each stage of
history particular nation/ethnos attains those distinctive
traits, which differentiates it from others. In the course
of time these characteristic features change, though fi-
nally, the nation retains in its cultural consciousness the
features of the elapsed stages in the established form. At
the same time within one nation, differences attributed
to the small ethnoses, which are part of the country, re-
tain. These differences do not mark boundaries among
ethnoses, do not give them particular features, but cre-
ate one joint culture based on diversity.

Georgia falls into the category of countries with sub-eth-
nos diversity. On the one hand this represents whole
national character, and on the other hand, neither local
characteristic features have been lost. At the same time
it should be noted that due to Georgia’s landscape it is
not a homogeneous country, where mountainous and
valley diverse ethnoses were creating one entire culture.
Relations between mountain and valley conditioned
economic and political character of the country.

Svaneti as a high mountainous region, based on its eco-
nomic and cultural possibilities, played an important
and exceptional role in the process of establishment of
Georgian character.

In Svaneti, as in the whole Georgian territory, archaeo-
logical monuments of different periods have been dis-
covered. The oldest (based on current data) samples
relate to former settlements of Neolithic period- Lebikvi
and Lazga. Their discovery in the basin of upper and low-
er reach of the rivers Enguri and Tskhenistskali points at
existence of ancient settlement (the toponym “Lazga”in
Svanetian means “vacant lot”).
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JoPommob o Amammm jo330bnnb Bganmbgdosb.
L3gabgmab s Jamemanyo 3gbbogme, cazms3n®-
39o@, 9Mabob@gdn®d bobnob 880G gdms, Moy
LogdoMobn o6 agm digme gao@acnb LERmym-
goemo g3emggobosageb. XX bagggbolb 70-n0bn Beog-
doEob s Jgmmmann®n dgamgdob anadeabm8ogGe
aomb@gda s LobGa3e jamgzoby Eogndbadymo
33mage dmome Rotammmsbds monBym. 3obn byed-
dmgobgemmmdom Lgebgomab s ggmemmaanmds gjb3g-
©a(3023 LoobzgMgm oy osMjgmmmgano j3eg-
35-dogdnb djmpacm 8mnbofggdal: (3bnbobByemals,
06aFabs o gmemEob bgmdadalb domomBmnab
bemedn 200-%g 9g@n dgaema godmogmabs. gbgboa:
Lbgomolbgs g3mgob 653mbobematgdn, Ladatimgby-
30, LaBomodobm o dgGormuMgonma mdogdga-
30, bagmdGngogogem o baggm@m 6o33md360,
9dggmagbo Lodndmbgmm abgdo. 356 >dmshabs o
dg0bBogmo dGnbxomby s @M abnb babab bs-
80035@bm ©s Ig@ormgFaagma BaG8mgdal 31 mdn-

Starting from Bronze era (lll-}l millennia BC), including
Middle Ages, artefacts discovered in Svaneti archae-
ological monuments confirm permanent inhabitancy
of not only population, but organic links of the whole
region with other regions of Georgia; namely with his-
toric Kolkheti, present Racha, Shida Kartli and regions of
north Caucasus.

Archaeological study of Svaneti, initially was not sys-
tematic that was not enough for a full-scale research
of an ancient culture. Shota Chartolani started planned
archaeological excavations based on systemic research
in 70s of the XX c. Archaeological expedition under his
supervision discovered more than 200 monuments as a
result of archaeological research in the high mountain-
ous belt of the rivers Tskhenistskali, Enguri and Kodori
gorges. These are: former settlements, burials, mining
and metallurgical objects, fortification and cult build-
ings, ancient roads of different epochs. He discovered
and studied 31 mining and metallurgical objects, 15
mines for extraction of copper ore and one - the most
important - mining monuments as Zaargashi — excavat-
ed material through deep bore tunneling, referring to
Bronze and Pre-lron era.

At the initial stage, archaeological study of Svaneti was
problematic as the main part of archaeological artefacts
preserved at the Mestia ethnographic museum were
discovered accidentally. Despite their actual value, due
to their vague means of discovery, they could not cre-
ate an exact and more or less full and comprehensive
picture of Svaneti culture. It was systemic archaeological
study that allowed to determine place and purpose of
these artefacts in ancient Svanetian/Georgian culture,
which on its part, allowed Georgian scholars to fully
study and comprehend Svanetian ancient culture in the
light of a single context.

In the process of establishment of Georgian National
Museum and its reorganization, it became necessary
to gather all Svanetian archaeological materials in one
place and to optimize archaeological fund-storage at
Svaneti Historic and Ethnographic Museum. With this
regard from 2006 to 2009 works were performed si-



10

mofnrstol LodasMmgobn

33®0. 15 bL3nmgbdab ol sdmbomydn Fomom ©o
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L3sbgonb sEJgmmmanyGa BgbBogmabomgnl, omo-
30330M39e 9Ba3dg, 3GMmydsl BomBmomagbma
23Mgomgy ab, Mm3 83LGonb BbaBged(zmabymanl
31%9m330 oy oBJgmmmannt MG BOJGS
doacown bsbama 333mbgggocmn mbadmgatn oym.
nmbgmage domn magnboogsme MofMgdymgdnby,
nbnbn, 338mbzggno semdmPgbarmdal 30dm, dzgme
Lgsbgonb FaEEGob dab® s Ig@-bogmpdow
LEmm byoob 376 J86nwbgb. LBmG L LobEg-
896n sGjgmemangcn IgbBagmob bogndzgmdy
asbms dgbadmpdgmn 23 >MBGggo B sEanmobs
©> ©36n3bymadab a0bLobmgHs dggem Lgsbye/Js-
Ao Jae@Gnmodn, Gads(y mogob dbMng, gGmoabn
3m6@3JLBE6 393mBnbaMyg, Ladmarrgds dabo
Joogam 85(36n7M3b, Yacm LEgmymgemem -
2bbagmom s 3370BH7d0bsn bgabgonb gdggegbe
abBmGno.

bogoGoggmmmb gmgabmmn 39dgadnlb ©sMbLgda-
by > MYmEa6nBazanb IGMm(3gL3n 860d369mmm-
3960 gobms Lzabgomolb sMggmmmgon@n 8oboerab
ghmoE mogdmyms s bLzabgmob ab@mEGamm-gor-
bmaMagoge d9dgnddn oMbgdame sHJgmmman-
M0 mbm-ba(zogob MIGndnbozns. 335bmab @ jo-
39069300, 2006 Brmnmab 2009 Brody 8wbgnabe
©> 39bBnnb o Jammmanyd doboby JoGompmy
fgy9n83n boGBmgdrs badydomyda, gHon BbGag, 3-
BymIob ggmbm-bo(yo3do gjb3mbsGms LEMmo nmy-
B@ogngone @ dmbs(zgdas dsbab 85436s, 8gmemy
3bMng oMggmemmann dobody mozgren Lobdg-
30 sAJgmmmannfo  33mmgge-dngdab dgmaasw
8mdmggdagmn 9GGgRs3Ggd0Lb (sbgzy, 0sbdbmydn
©m33336@s3nnb — Lonbgzgb@etm msgommgdob, Le-
390 REemGgdals, 3900b, aMoggogamo Robe-
bo@gdnb) 8mBgbnggds, dgbbogms ms dmIbargde
bgobgonb Bmbgmdde aomobo@obor. badndomydb
bagoonggmmb  gemgbamo 39dgndol IGmagba-
mborro 960336GmBmgdn SLEHMmgdrbgb, joMdme:

multaneously at the Svaneti Historic and Ethnographic
Museum and at Mestia Archaeological Base; on the one
hand full identification of exponents kept at Museum
fund-storage and creation of data base were carried
out, and on the other hand - arrangement and study
of artefacts preserved at the Archaeological Base dis-
covered through systemic archaeological research, (in-
cluding accompanying documents - inventory records,
field diaries, maps, graphical sketches) and preparation
to move them to the Svaneti Museum. The works were
performed by the professional staff members of the
Georgian National Museum, namely: L. Pantskhava, M.
Tsindeliani, Z. Tortladze, T. Kakhelishvili, E. Chartolani, M.
Chartolani, T. Aghapishvili, N. Tavartkiladze, R. Papuash-
vili; students: N. Kobalia and S. Papuashvili. For the pro-
vided assistance, we would like to thank staff members
of Georgian National Treasury, and of Security of the
Svaneti Museum, whose support conditioned success-
ful working process.

Artefacts discovered by the archaeological excavations
carried out by Sh. Chartolani joined artefacts found ac-
cidentally and preserved at archaeological fund-storage
of Svaneti Historic and Ethnographic Museum, and their
discovery is the achievement of people of different gen-
erations, worthy of respect .

Zizi Tortladze
Mestia-Thbilisi
October 2019
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139390685, 1910 65emb 3abo bymBdmgabgmmdnm
Lanb@mBom ©d bLogmbmgmogom babmaswmmgdad
(6a3gdn: bLodmb jmEnsdgnmo  (byGmadmdmgs-
A0), EndnGGn gMdsjmgn (GmGmaagn) s ngeby
Boygomady (3600m87(3BngMn, Igmogman) mahbaydbs
©> b3gsbgmadn dgobbagms myhbmdabs s bzebgomab
4Gab@nobyemn @ afob dyamadnb oo 6sbo-
o, >mbabbs nbGmMaymo dgamagdo o bgrmmgbg-
dab bn343dgdn, BgoaFmgas s Jgmmmagnv@-abgma-
wme @ gobmafMsggamma dobamgdn. Ladggmgms
3gbobgd 3amagze Imgeng smBgMnrmdol baboo go-
8moaggo 3sGnbdn [magondgomo 5. 1937:140-203]). o3
03L3genEonb 28babggmo gmEMAsboms a0
bogdstmggmmmb gGmgbamo 3byndnb @odn@ Mo g@-
85 3mgnb gm@m-3mbm-gopgm gmegd(3ngdob >@dng-
do.

Zizi Tortladze

SVANETI: AT THE ORIGINS OF
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH

First archaeological “expedition” in Svaneti is related
to the name of historian, archaeologist and public
person - Ekvtime Takaishvili. In 1910 under his direction
the Historic and Ethnographic Society (members: Simon
Kldiashvili (architect), Dimitri Yermakov (photographer)
and lvane Nizharadze (linguist and teacher) studied the
most part of Christian culture monuments in Lechkhu-
mi and Svaneti, recorded historical monuments and
artefacts, collected archaeological, historic and ethno-
graphic materials. The study in the short description
form about antiquities was published in Paris in 1937
- "Archaeological expedition in Lechkhum-Svaneti in
1910" [Takaishvili E. 1937:140-203). The digital copies of
the photo-material illustrating the above expedition is
preserved in Dimitri Yermakov’s archive at the Georgian
National Museum.




: g, e

9:anndg ensusadgacenaly b g;mda, 1910 53@0. 24L3gwazanl Gagrﬁgbn 2@anEmmding aqan_gagmos
®o Lysbydesb JHLE. | soggermb 5Rmgbyme a7bygde @adnEEn §GGs gmgal gmGm-imbm-gomgm JmegdEegdnb oG inga.
Ekvtime Takaishvili’s archaeological trip to Svaneti, 1910. Expedition members with the local priest and the Svans. Georgian National
Museum. Archive of Dmitri Yermakov's photo-mono-video collections
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ob 39bgmd3a.

399mb393000 58mAgbomas sMJgmmmann&ds 8mbo-
3mgomds gd3ondy magsndgzamb baggdggemn dnbge
a58mgmg3s BabsbbBafn gaMmommn ndab 3gbobyd, Hma
03mmgLnoedn 873mBafyen sGJgmermang®o bngogdo
s@gommdmngn dgamgdomsb 3m3mnbaGgmdl. 356
a8mognogy aobbabma®s bgsbgmdn sGdgmmmaoyy-
Ao aombFgdab dngomgdmmds s doon j3maggel
36n336gmmds o BomBm gmebganb 93 8mnabn

Fganmbab, 56830 dagnmo bojoMoggmmb 3am@g-
Ao 378 3300G9mdab dgbbogmabacmgnb.

This was the period when the first museum collections
were gathered. The expedition bought quite a number
of archaeological items found in churches and families:
bronze axes, pins, battle whip-heads, etc. Part of items
brought by Ekvtime Takaishvili from Svaneti are pre-
served at the Simon Janashia archaeological fund of the
Georgian National Museum, and some in Svanetian His-
toric and Ethnographic Museum.

Archaeological items discovered accidentally allowed
Ekvtime Takaishvili to express an initial assumption that
archaeological items donated to churches are from local
monuments. He, from then on, defined the necessity to
arrange archaeological excavations in Svaneti and also
described the importance of their analysis not only for
Kolkheti mountain region but for ancient Georgian cul-
tural heritage.
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396gonbl sGdgmmmaoen®a dgamgdab Lodyzbeg-

e 3m33ema b 3gbBsgemob Bnb mdmmmos 1950,
1961 Bmgdda @adggGgomn babaomob 57L3gmo3eg-
30. badydomgda ncngomobbnbydes dmbobmmgmdade
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3nmn 2B Jgmmmaondo 3mbadmgMgdnb sefn(zbgab.
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R0 gdnb 353mmgd0bob aBNabydumen @ godof(yy-

LARILARI BURIAL

cientific complex studies of Svaneti archaeological
monuments in 1950, 1961 were preceeded by some
reconnaissance expeditions. These expedition works
envisaged listing all accidental archaeological findings
collected in churches and dispersed within population.

Iv. Javakhishvili Institute of History, Archaeology and
Ethnography under the direction of archaeologist Ger-
mane Gobejishvili (members: Sh. Chartolani, A. Kvitsiani
and O. Charkviani) carried out archaeological recon-
naissance expedition in Svaneti in 1964 [Gobejishvili G.,
Chartolani Sh. 1965: 31-38].

The goal of the expedition on the one hand was study
of issues of classification and periodization of collec-
tions preserved at Mestia museum of local history, and
on the other hand, location of accidental findings and
reconnaissance excavations of some of them. That year
a burial of pre-antique era was tracked down. This place
was named Larilari burial according to its location name
- “Larilari” (In Svan language Larilari means small hay
meadow).

Larilari burial is located in Zemo Svaneti (Upper Svaneti),
in Chuberi village and is situated on the left tributary of
the river Enguri - on the left terrace of Nenskra (Churbu-
1a), on 900 m. from the sea level.

According to the information from local population
burials and fragments of human bones as well as met-
al (among them golden) items are often found on the
surface on the above mentioned territory. There were
instances when burial stones with “marks” (Sh. Charto-
lani and G. Gobejishvili regarded these marks as inscrip-
tions) were found built in house walls by a habitants.
While making testing incisions on the above territory
expedition discovered damaged and robbed burials
and remains of different artefacts. Along the perime-
ter of 5 ditches, which covers 25 m? area and is 0,3 m in
depth, 0,25-0,65 m ash layer was discovered. The discov-
ered material - ash, coal, remains of metal turned into
slag, fragments of burnt human bones, metal drippings
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turned into welded mass, conglomerates of bones and
stones, fragments of clayware, bronze and iron items,
fragments of cloth (woolen) and bead necklaces made
of different materials — wore trace of fire. Carried out ar-
chaeological works showed that Larilari archaeological
monument is a cremation platform.

Small scale excavations in Larilari burial were carried out
in 1965 and 1967, but thickness of structure, cultural lay-
ers of the monuments and their dispersal scale was not
fully determined in these years.

Archeological works on the burials were renewed in
1980. Archaeological expedition in Svaneti under the di-
rection of Shota Chartolani fully determined main terri-
tory of the cremation platform and while making control
incisions in the east, in the distance of 8 m,, discovered
another cremation platform.

Common area of the first cremation platform is 256 m2,
The upper layer of the platform, which is located on the
spot in the humus, consists of medium-sized stones, in
the depth they are replaced by big-size cobblestones.
The ditch which has direction of SN, on the burial master
planis marked as A, B, C, D; EW axis is marked by figures
1,2,3,4; size of sections is 4:4 m. {16 sq.m.) (Taf.).

On the first cremation platform chronologically syn-
chronic and structurally different 4 layers were discov-
ered. Under the humus, on the north and east sections,
in the stone layer black humus with small stones layer
was found, where fire trace can be observed, though
there was no sign of ash. This layer contained A-1,2,3;
B-1,2,3,4; D -1,2 sections. In the south-east section, on
the boundaries of C-1,2 sections and in D-1,2 sections
this layer connects with the second main layer, which
contains bone material in significant quantity, small
stones and insignificant quantity of ash. This second lay-
er, which excavators named as bony layer, covers mainly
central south and west sections, namely in A-4, B-2, B-3,
B-4, C-2, C-3, C-4, D-2, D-3, D-4 sections [Chartolani Sh.,,
Tabueva E., 1984: 38-46. Taf. L.

The bony layer contains heavily frangmented bones in
big quantities, and most of them bear trace of fire. Anal-
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ysis of bone material showed that together with human
bones, animal bones were also discovered.

In the central part of the cremation platform, second
layer was laid on the brownish-ashy layer, which was
not stretched on the rest of the cremation platform. On
its part, under the brownish-ashy layer black coal layer
was found. This layer is presented in cavities created out
of stones, where within these cavities black burnt soil is
seen; Bony layer cavities within brownish-ashy layer were
provisionally called "nests”. Metal items were distributed
among these “nests” in unequal quantities. Number of
stones in southern part decreases. In this and western
sections, under the bony layer beaten-clay soil is con-
firmed. Similar soil was disclosed under the coal layer.

As of the artefacts, we come across them in all layers
in different quantities. Especially diverse and heavily
fragmented pieces of clayware were discovered during
cleaning of stone embankment and humus layer. In this
layer grindstones and iron segments were disclosed.

Black coal! layer is distinguished with material abundance.
Together with pottery fragments and beads, bronze tem-
ple rings, fibulas, bracelets, buttons, so called clasps, bails
with zoomorphic images, hooks, coils, thin chains, bells;
iron items are represented by knives and their fragments,
rings, arrowheads, iron and bronze nails; sometimes we
come across grindstones.

There are numerous similar artefacts in bony layers,
though beads and bells are prevailing in this layer com-
pared to others.

The least number of materials were found in brown-
ish-ashy layer. Similar situation is in humus.

Altogether, artefacts of the first cremation platform
are distinguished by their particular diversity. From the
bronze items this layer revealed pendants , sculpture
images of animals and birds, buckles decorated with dif-
ferent ornaments, rings- intaglios, bracelets and fibulas.
There are many bronze bells, thin chains, coils, pincers,
and others. From iron items fragments of spearheads,
arrowheads, knives, daggers, axes, iron and bronze nails
and different segments were discovered. Some parts
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Boor Jaanme conombob 633mgde, mommbab bamggbogdn,
BabInfAn, dgmnbs @s Jgob gmbaemmadgFmo@gde
Metal remains turned to slag, metal drippings, coal,

conglomerates of bone and stone
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moMomatol badsfMmgsbn

LaBoxgmby IgdmEBgbnemo ©s3B35M0 Jbmgaemn
Burnt fabric remains of the bracelet

©2363560 Jbmgoenab bogyrmgon
Burnt shred of fabric
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©2363560 oabab gnMgemab g3Go33368980
dgmydab 6admgdmsb ghoowm
Burnt pottery fragments with bone remains
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of the listed above items are heavily fragmented. Shota
Chartolani dates the first cremation platform as VI-IV cc.
BC [Chartolani Sh. 1996: 144].

Second cremation platform covers 244 m?. From the
chronological and structural point of view and also
considering one nuance of funeral rite, this platform is
somewhat different from the first one.

The main part of the platform territory is covered with
medium size stones scattered unsystematically. In the inci-
sions only two main layers were revealed: bony and humus,
black coal soil was not found. Layers thickness, compared
with the first platform layers is relatively weak. Their con-
fluence and linkage is more accidental and is conditioned
by its peripheral disposition. Black layer was found in the
eastern part of the ditch, and bony - in the western part.
items were found in relative quantities in the bony part,
beads prevail.

Materials discovered in the second cremation platform
are heavily fragmented and compared to the artefacts
from the first platform are not distinguished by its ar-
tistic value and diversity. Namely, we have only one bail
with sculpture image, very fragmented, there are almost
no fibulas, bracelets are simple and homogeneous, there
are no ornamented buckles. Among items rings are dis-
tinguished, with different intaglios. From iron items we
come across arrowheads, small size bronze bells prevail.
Glass beads are polychromic and are decorated differ-
ently.

Generally, artefacts discovered on both platforms in sim-
ilar layers are analogous, through Shota Chartolani after
studying them typologically and chronologically, dated
the second cremation platform by end of V c. and end of
Il c. [Chartolani Sh. 1996: 144].

In the point of view of excavators, bony layer represents so
called ritualistic layer, which was formed as a result of either
pre-cremation or after cremation processes. A significant
number of beads, tiny bells, flakes of flint, and obsidian re-
vealed in the described layer, makes impression that some
type of a rituals were taking place there.

Reconnaissance activities in Larilari burial and scientific
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asdmbegmos 3adammon, dzmmgabn gygbs BoGHdmes-
©aqbb g. B. GogmamaB ggqgbob, Gm3gma(y Babs yMg-
Boggoemn o6 36gdsgnnl dg8amadn 3GBm(3gbgdab
Igegace 6o6Gdmngdbs. >mbadbyem @¢gbs8n aodm-
3engboemo oo Gom@gbmdal 8dnggdn, dnboagyeig-

dgmob gAoa336@n omggboncmn 3dnggdab 653mnm
Bone fragment with remains of dripping beads
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research carried out by Shota Chartolani can be summa-
rized as follows:

Two cremation platforms excavated in the Larilari burial
are of similar type. Their location was chosen specially
and leveled by flat stones and beaten-clay soil. In some
places the platform is fenced by additional stones. Dis-
covered numerous fragments of animal bones together
with human bones, huge amount of smashed to smith-
ereens clayware and iron and bronze items for different
purposes indicate that rituals related to dead cult and
funeral feast and prayers were carried out on the “cult”
platforms. Human bones, which have strong fire traces,
point at partial cremation and so called secondary fu-
nerals by using sacral fire. During significant period of
time, stratigraphic consequence of cultural layers cre-
ated as a result of cremating the dead and performing
accompanying rituals, is almost analogous on both plat-
forms. Nevertheless, some differences can be identified
with regard to thickness of cultural layers, and area of
distribution, which is demonstrated by different compo-
sition of layers in the incisions.

Future field studies as well as typological and chronolog-
ical examination of artefacts discovered up to date at Lar-
ilari archaeological monument will bring more clarity in
identifying monument character, its structure, determin-
ing funeral rites and other issues.

60393gde dnfmggmo 3Gp8sogmo 8mgmbob bbgowabbgs gabnwsb

o~

4 S

Samples from different layers of the first cremation platform

3myagobagm-Bo(3Mmmgabn gg6s
Brownish-ashy layer
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Stones from the upper layer. First cremation platform

dgmada dgmeg 3Gadsanme 3mgmbaeeb
Bones from the second cremation platform

dgmmgebo ggbo. JoMggma §Ggdszaymo dmgmsbe
Bony layer. First cremation platform
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65b8nmga6bo 93965 Jdogbo3Bmgoba aygbs
Ashy layer Black ash layer
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daemmgabo @3qbnb g.6. .3 7@ggde”
So called “Nests” from the bony layer
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FIRST CREMATION PLATFORM

( ! ! ,oﬁmqmaﬁmb aobsmbomn dobammnoab go- rom the materials excavated in Larilari three
dmaymays  Bogorgdolb Lsdo  doGocoswn main groups of items can be classified:

XaJa°: * Ceramics

* 396530 3mmma 65653 *  Weaponry

* 03Mem-baggMagern @ *  Jewelry

¢ bLadyogma.

@nbob ggfigeob bmmdmMgnmaa8mbabymgdnsbo yutab ghagdgben. 3,2x2,4
Fragment of a handle of clayware with zoomorphic images. 3,2x2,4 ¢cm
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Ceramics

eramics is the major part of materials found in the

burial. The fragments of clayware, which have dif-
ferent color tones - scorched in black and red and some
having gray surface, have a strong trace of solid thermal
exposure. They are so strongly smashed to smithereens
that their restoration is impossible, though with relative-
ly saved fragments it became possible to classify them,
identify production technique and read the ornaments.

Ceramics is functionally and typologically characterized
with diverse forms, ornaments and different types of
lugs. We come across different kitchenware and table
crockeries, also thick-walled large pitcher-shaped jars
and clay pitchers, thin-walled pots, small cooking-pots,
jugs, bowls, drinking vessels. Most part of the crockery is
made of coarse-grained mica and clay mixed with sand.
They are made on the block of wood. Dishes of black
sparkling surface, that we rarely come across, are mold-
ed by hand.

Pottery brims are either open or flattened. Their top
sides are well profiled and ornamented.

Some pieces of work do not have handles, and some
have flat and simple handles. Generally pottery handles
vary. We come across streched out handles, and also
zoomorphic samples with animal sculptures. Especially
interesting are handles, which have snake relief images
putin.

Pottery, according to their wall fragments are deco-
rated with various ornaments. We come across relief,
scratched and mixed motifs, diagonal and round notch-
es, coniferous form lines and other.

Bottoms of the pottery are mainly of the flat form, one of
them have four round feet.

Together with local ceramics, on the first cremation plat-
form, in the upper ashen and bony level even import was
confirmed, namely, a few fragments of ceramics with
black laquer: bottom of a covered dish, Kantharos handle
and a fragment of a body of the item. The fragment of the
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body of the item, which has high and embossed neck,
upper - with horizontal and lower - with inclined parts.
Both surfaces of the fragment are covered with black,
steel-like laquer. Very well fired fragment is molded out of
pure, fine-grained clay and the internal side is of cameo
pink color. The rest of the fragments are covered with red-
dish-brown and chestnut colored laquer of a low quality.
The fragments have remained from different crockery of
antique production. Shota Chartolani dates them by end
of IV c. and beginning of il ¢. BC.

In excavated material metatlurgy tools were found - bel-
lows for blowing air, pipes and plaster.
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Ceramic pottery fragments
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Pottery walls fragments
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Plug of a scabbard, bronze. 7,7x3,2 cm
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Weaponry

Most parts of metal items are smashed to smither-
eens and deformed. Discovered iron items are: frag-
mented spearheads, arrowheads, daggers, axes, quarries,
unbroken and broken knives, two-part bridles, three-
pronged forks; iron and bronze nails prevail.

Axes are distinguished by their four-faceted and round
forms. From knife blades - straight and bended samples;
one of the spearhead is bended and has a narrow blade.
Some fragmented iron samples indicate existence of
spearheads of other forms — with wide blade and others.

Bronze weaponary in the burials are presented in small

-quantities. From Bronze arrowheads one has a protect-

ing cover and the second is made of a flat bronze sheet.
We came across a sample of a heel grooved flint arrow-
head and a piece of black obsidan knife. Bronze pincers
are decorated with different ornaments.

Top of the scabbard is bronze casted, with animal head and
neck on it, and its surface is decorated with ornaments.
Similar ornaments are on the scabbard top, its small frag-
ment has remained. Shield top is also made of bronze, and
its saved part is covered with ornaments.

In the cremation layers of the burial-many grindstones
were found. They are.of various forms: oval, flat, four-fac-
eted, etc. They have holes on the top and also trace of
frequent USe. On some of them greenish-turquoise trace
can be noticed. In'-the small size materials we have bone
spindles, obsidian and flint smithereens.

Together with weaponary, there were a lot of pieces of
jewelry, like: flat and massive bracelets, fibulas, small size
buckles, drum-like pendants .
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First Cremation Platform

Larilari Burial.
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Larilari Burial. First Cremation Platform
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Jewelry

In Larilari burial diverse samples of jewelry of artistic
craftsmanship were discovered. Most of them are
made of bronze. In this group jewelry, clothing and ritu-
al related items can be picked out.

Numerous glyptic samples are important and diverse.
These are types of signet rings, which could be used as
jewelry. They are of different forms, different content
and style. Among b{onze and iron rings metal massive
samples can be identified as well as open and close cir-
cle signet engraved rings. Signet engraved rings have
different forms - round, dome—? ovaland flat forms.

Especially interesting samples o intaglio-rings were dis-
covered in the second cremation
also differ. Some circles are clo,

latform. Their forms
some —topen and
: each other. Their
"1 images scenes

animals there are burd |mages, i ) son eﬁamples ex-
tremely refined craftsmanship is used'to convey plastic
forms. Alongside with engraved images of animals and
birds we come across mythological ﬁgures namely the
image of Deity - Goddess Tyche-Fortune. ‘We also come

-

> Bronze brace!ets are of different forms - of round
_cross-section, ﬂa‘t or faceted types. Round cross-section
< bracelets have simple and smooth surface; flat bracelets

are_mostly engraved with geometric and animal imag-
es. Bracelets with open edges have images of snake’s
heads. Among bracelets one sample is distinguished
with kantharos intaglio.

From clothing items in the excavated materials we come
across fibulas, hooks, buttons, buckles. Fibulas are of
different forms. We come across of round cross-section
form, four —faceted made out of wire; in some cases cir-
cle thinckness is even, in some - middle parts are sharply
arched and thickened, we also come across simple and
artistically decorated ones. From the fibulas with dif-
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Fibulas, bronze. Max. 8x8,4 cm; min. 4,5x3,5 cm
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ferent ornamental images one sample is exceptional -
throughout the whole length of the bracelet small birds
are hanging on the tiny holes on its outer surface circle.

Quite a number of small size buckles were discovered,
which most probably were used to sew them on the
clothes. They are almost of the same size with slight
differences, but forms are similar -~ round and slightly
arched on the top. With regard to decorations, orna-
mental images do not repeat. We also have absolutely
simple buckles samples. Small size bronze buttons have
similar forms.

Pendants are for sacral use. These are items manufac-
tured in different artistic styles. In some cases crafts-
men used filigree techniques to decorate buckles and
pendants and create images. Special attention should
be paid to sculptural images of animals - horses, rams,
panther and birds and fantastic creatures. We also have
round, low relief as well as flat sculptures.

The majority of bells are of small size. We have a big-
ger size bell, which is fully ajour. The bells are casted to-
gether with triangle loops and the surface is decorated
with vertical deep lines. Some of them are cut into the
sides. From metal jewelry we come across round items
for temples, thin chains, cylindrical coils, bronze plates,
which population used to put on a dead body's eyes
and lips, etc.

From quantitative point of view, on the Larilari first cre-
mation platform number of beads come after ceramics.
Beads are of different colors, and forms. Technically pro-
cessed beads are made from different materials. There
are numerous stone beads, some have trace of enamel.
We have clay, metal, Chalcedon, Cornelian, colored and
transparent glass beads, polychromic and sole-colored.
Stone beads often have changed color and are frac-
tured due to being in fire, we also have cracked beads.
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Bracelet with Kantharos Intalio, Bronze. 6,7x3 cm
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MIN @ 2,2 cm; MAX @ 4,3 cm
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MIN 2,7x1,8 cm; MAX 3,2x2,1 cm
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MIN - 2,1%1,3 cm; MAX - 5,7%3,3 cm
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Zoomorphic figurines

MIN - 2,3x2,7 cm; MAX - 3,3x3,8 cm
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@0bob FGgmab yaab fMoadnbdgde
Ceramic pottery handles fragments

MIN - 3,7%2,7 cm; MAX - 7x3,2 cm
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Grindstones fragments

bl gfgemab dagda _gDJG J

Ceramic pottery bottoms

3gm@g 36p8sgnmee Amgebob dsbacnb aMogn g

Robabo@Bn. 1-4, 6-15, 18-20 onbob gnGgemnb ynGgdal

Q23896390 .

5 J30b 8dnggde ) PR

16, 17, 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 34, 39, 40, 41, 55 {

nbob Lbgamabbgs FnGdemab gMagdnbggdo { { UJ ;

24-27, 35-38 G 3nbab bogorgdnb gMogdgb@gdn

42 qadyerd, dnbygom

43-49, 51-53 3Anbxomb bogogdnb g303968380 %

50 3gggwn, dFMnbrom X
<

Graphical sketch of the second cremation platform. 1-4, el [J] m

6-15, 18-20. Handle fragments of clayware ( P
S. Stone beads
16, 17, 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 34, 39, 40, 41, 55 -

fragments of different clayware
24-27, 35-38 Fragments of iron items
42 Fibulae, bronze
43-49, 51-53 Fragments of bronze items
onbnb 5363@0[.\ yofigda @ @ Lﬁ& &

50 - Ring, bronze
Ceramic pottery handles l
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LARILARI BURIAL RING-INTAGILIOS
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2,3x2,5 LI
Ring with the image of
Goddess Tyche-Fortuna,
bronze. 2,3x2,5 cm
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CONSERVATION OF METAL I'TEMS

Gmgd@nb gofamgddo 3on63abrs s ymbLgMas- \ /ithin the framework of the project 22 artefacts
(300 303900 22 bogob. were cleaned and conserved. 6 artefacts were re-

20Ez> @ Mgb@ogmans-gmbbyMgagns Rop@ofrs  stored and conserved (conservator Nana Goginashvili).
6 563G n0d8L (3mBLyHZoGMEN Baboy gmanbadznwmn).

Agb@ogtoznadog
Till restoration

Ggb@ogsogool dndmyga
After restoration
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MaLEo3Mo(3053©y Gab@ogcayonh 353wy
Till restoration After restoration

b o3Mo(3053mY Fab@ogeaznab I58mga
Till restoration After restoration

e

A9LB 3O (30597 9b& o3 300b 398ay
Till restoration After restoration
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Primary outcomes of
archaeo-botanical
materials

In the cremation layers of the Larilari burials different
type of archaeo-botanical materials were discovered.
Archaeo-botanist Nana Rusishvili from the Paleoanthro-
pological and Paleobiological Scientific Institute at the
Georgian National Museum carried out primary study of
some samples.

The samples are both, from Larilari burial and Etsera hill
former settlement (Gora-Namosakhlari) (I millenium BC).

In the paleobotanic material were identified:

®  Two types of wheat grain: soft and Triticum dicoccum
®*  Rye (Secale cereale)

¢ Millet (Panicum miliaceum)

®  Wild pear (Pyrus caucasica)

©5869060 356@ab Bogmagn Bab3nGiosb s damgdmab ghmsr 8mysgabg@m-ba3Hmgsbo @3960gsb
Wild pear fruit from the ashy and bony brownish-gray layer
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39689 - Pyrus caucasica
Wild pear

(336060[) gmomydo bob Boggtin
Leafs of the plant Piece of a tree
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o boogbgda. LogoBoggmmb  oFJgmdm@obo 3y
Bobaenadn gbss Infggmn 3gdmbaazs dasgob Loy-
oo Baogbgdab @ogndbatgdnbs. 3obonmob ggzogeb
6369mdmdab LsddMBeramE  jaggobns nmgemgds, gb
86033bgemmgab god@b Bomdmomanbl ms d3dmamad
33t09390L bagommydb.

A3G30L GG 33006 3G0bgomb bsbowab Log-
8omp gsfomp gehgmeyds sdmbsgmgm o o-
bogmgo bogdsoggmmb GafndmGasby, Gmamez
Babb g39@3L basbgmab oaFagmEn®edng 360836y
mm3obo sEaomn g3o30.

33ea30b 08 g@93by 39 BmbgMbrs d(39b0Mnb
gmogdnbs ©5 bob 6ogMab ngb@ognjogas.

Joen0sbdoM(33emno-
60 4g&n - Hordeum

vulgare L

G3nenn bmGdaeo -
Triticum aestivum L

batgggers gaoge
- Secale segetale

(Zhuk.) Roshew

9930 - Panicum
miliaceum L

Carbonized wild pear fruits were identified in two sam-
ples. Caucasian wild pear is spread all over Caucasus, in
the forests of upper and middle belts, it also reaches ar-
eas of 1600-1800 m. from the sea level.

Soft wheat is infested with rye weeds. Weed infestation
of wheat crops is widespread for mountainous regions.

Clean rye crops are identified in the samples. This is the
first instance of identifying clean rye crops in Georgian
archaeo-botanic materials. As far as Caucasus is consid-
ered as a place of rye origin, this discovery is quite im-
prortant and needs further study.

Millet culture is widespread in east and west Georgia ter
ritory from late Bronze era. It seems that millet had an
important place in Svaneti agriculture as well.

At this stage identification of piece of tree and leaves
was not possible.

B30:0egdMage g3o
gn - Secale cereale

(Zhuk)Roshew

V- Y 4

0@

g9&30 - Panicum
miliaceum L

mAdod3gome - Triticum
dicoccum Shrank

\

h3agmdtege gaogn -
Secale cereale L

93830 - Panicum
miliaceum L
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356053 339mgLoobo

3»JIFOBOIT0 @330 30L 6IbLOL
LOH63I6(MIdH 030 VL3ITOIB0

@odﬁdomsnb Bqb-Rggmemgds yagme (3ognmada(zo-
380 bobgMdmage GMomn(gnnb 3dmbgs. ob ben(zn-
Jeegde mogobn, oagbammn abeo adazefae, Gm-
amGa@a oJ3b 3gd3m@Rgbnmn Lobmgsmmydab nb@m-
Gomen 8gbbogMgdob ©o, 39Lo358nbo, B3N,
Borbenlb 3GodBoge 3obLadmaMagh LoModgsmm
489935 30babdgbmboenmdab. 53abosb, ©s3>Gbgab
Babo o3o38nGgdamos LaGBInbmgdsbmob. ,LaMbay-
Bmgdab® 43939 o8 3g8mbgggedn agymnbbdgds oo Gy
magns Rggamo 35390000, oMadge 363965-6568ma -
6930 LbgpmBg, aoMEo33emgdoby, bongomby. GEB3-
Bob ogomndgdl s@s3056530L BaG3mbabgs LodysGmbe
©> dob Bgbag by, ymgagmgdal ad oL3gd@gddg. Gy
dsomn 6780-3mbEEMEmal nm8s @ash @s bgdabydng
Jo6mbBgdlb 34308mgooMgds. @y 3Hdaemgnl Gaggocnnb
3gbBagmo-gasbammabgds  sFdgmenmagegmn  Babaenb
bogdzamdy 3°My3ambomoe (s e bLgere
3060030300} 333dmagl ebgymMaszosl LoMmbay-
bmydady, Gm3geboz  dgbadodoboe 356356485336,
Bmgmai LABMBABL ,Loogam (3bmgFMadolb MB3gbaby"
[Ucko1969:264; Rebay-Salisbury 2002:15), ovqd(30 bmgob
ab mdorr gofmoigmoeal bmgnsmaGo bbb
303560369dgemns, 3oy Agrngonbs. oAbgdamsr jo
s jdoengnb Bgb-Bzgamgds, 3nbo gmMas, LaMBanbm-
936030b 356, 35BabodmgMgds Lbgosbbgs — Lm-
Gno@gﬁn, Jeagmo@n Jutn, gn‘bndgﬁn > 3otgdmgdo-
o0 535 @MAdolL ghormdmnmdao.

@agfhdognlb Mo Bgbab, ab3ydozanbe o JPgds30-
ol 56LBdMBS gaMma(3gernenob dndoom gHcmdsbgmab-
356 Mopngormyfsm asbLbbgoggdyma Gaamdgdne:
Gmzd, ghmo dbGng, oGl byGgomo — (3 dgademg-
35 @o@bsbl 33654Rnbogb Lbgymo o Igmeyg dbfing,

(3 dgndegds Boemg dmbegb dobo GESBELagMEMIs-

@3, Lgemob gomogobygmads bbgpmobogab, Mo-
do(y Joogef Ammb, AmamG 3 gabo acn gmEdao,
2b337 3@ EYmIRIE, SbErgegdlb 3apbere-

3eobogn@o bobab d9Mdaboaadgnb (3gben gmb-
3mbob gfor-ghima 56bgdnan gmgdgb@es. sGabGm-
Bamgb ,33@&0g0Dnjob" dobgrmgno, ob gsMmmajdbab
LadyoMdmb, Bmam@(3 doGafnormy® LEGYIGYGL;
I 3emn@ab LBsdwa, Gm3 (33bere BoMBmomyg-
bo Bmam(y Bo@gGrorma@d Lmdb@sb(zasl, sbgag
LogmEbemob ogabmddoge gofsgdbab Lodgomyg-
3oL, 7330@mjemg ogeros, GmI3 L, dgemgdn dgo(zagl
™6 Babomb 3ababob, ©sBsGRGE mEL — Bymobab
©> dmenmb jo, mob baBorb (393beabab® [Lungu
2002:133]. Gmamg Robl, 3dbaagbds 358 gGas-
mab@n@3s"  dgbgomemgdgdds aobbabmgfe  (39-
gbmoa 33930b LAY GEBLGMEGIs(3nnb Igbad-
mgdmmdalb ogs. bagboyins, Gmd 53 gormber-
gmbo gdmds mobmmgmgds Ggdsganb 6b-F3g-
mgdab omdogmmdab bobob badgMdbgmal bg36m-
Imgdde. bamgobme badyzbogHm dadmdgzeda
dnmgdamos dmbadMgds, Hm8 dg.b. VIl b-s6 dg. 6.
VI b-ab Rsorgmno o 338@601800, 333beb bn@do-
Gomo nygbgdebgb mogMdamanb Gngrmamgdbs
©> Bgb-figganmgdgddn, EmBgmos sbabgs dmbms by-
mm3bgdab (g3adggmaboc, 336dbama 3obondbs-
&3Gmdab) 6n87dgdda, magaMmadmGnb dgamagdbe
s > jgmemmany doboradn [Lungu 2002:133).

og d98mbgggec o6 8mBysgl 39dbgeo Ladysim,
Godegboma(y yHgdsgogmn s fhdamgal Bglin 3nb-
396 ImBEnboMgs. aymyosby (b.BIIL) 30635GEs3L
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ofomatob badscrimgeba

J6n8s3nab Amamé  Wd9Gdbae  Bgb-Aggnmadal,
Am3gmng gbnbsomBmyagds @egMdamgnlb LisGbyen
&Fo@nEnbs @ 9aznd@ammengnlb Rggam 94dn-
gngnfigdob B7LL” [Nock 1932:327). Jmeebgonb bods-
6m3bgdnbs o @agMdamgab Bgbol dadmbommgabob
3. 3BG60, Y3nmmdme @ Parm@gHbogngm, 653-
Gm3nb obobynbdngy .dgMdbmer B9bL-Rzgnemgda”
3mnbbgbngdb 3693a3nab, Imnb3mdL Go 3gAmEmE L
w0bGMAngdn@ab” (Bngbn dgbody, 38) otnmbol dg6-
dbgd3c36 LomdMnb 08 S8mbaMal, .3oMra(33mnemn
358730b (393beb 3n(3g3nb” 3gbadmademmdsb Gmad
gbgda [KydpTnH1949:92). Badobmmdmmngns jgda(zanl
Bgbnb @o833nmGdalb bgdmombadbymoa JEMbmemm-
anfn bobmaMgdob mebbzge®e dago Brmgeb Smdm-
Logemger LOBs3aEML  3mEmbabaznnl  3Gm(35bosb,
o3 anenbbdmdl gmmbgobs ©d badgHdbgml dm-
Aol 83nMm Lagagdcm, begnamm@n @ ggmbmdogg-
Aa 3m6BJBgdnb @adyaMgdabs s cbrsmabmdnm
390954069300, Fgbodadnbaw, 3Mgdagnmmn Ladomgo-
Ba mmainematinbs (d3.6.VI-IVLL.), b4 agmamogngmor
03 396580bs, BEmBgma gmebyGo Joem@ncob bo-
Bomom  gobnbabmgMgds, aobbomaem wbms agbab
28537 ga@geolb 3mbEdb@Bn. orgde, gb o bnd-
Bogh ndob, M3 mFo JMe@GNAnl 09bsoBbadmdad,
26 dgmmmannFim brs nbyon ©s3ogdnfgdyen
gmM33d00, Gmameng gb 33543b, gogzeom, gyngabs-
530 a5dmzmgbamn 39Gdbymn s JmmbyMe 56, dg-
Ladenm, domn gHomdemnge [jobndg 2007:12-22, 119;
Braund 1996:172-190] bLs8sm3bgdal boboo, 358ma-
B30mb aamadgegmas gmeebyonbs s Lb3s Jagy-
630b gE@a@men 0bGgfod3ngdnbs, Gadngy, (3bo-
©ns, bbgobosb gfamom mo3Mdomgolb bgb-Azgnmgdas
3moobAgdo.

mafnenatnb boyMadsgnm 3mygebyde 3gmGome ms-
JOdorngno @d 3Mgda@eab 60365300 LaogLgdab
239ma3693L @obagmae LagsGaggmmdn oMLgdmm
dfngoab, (3508nb, Bog3bnsbob, Mg ab, 5Hag@eb, 39-
bg@Rab, Jommymab, 3g@bgamob LadoMmzbydmab. 3.
Rommmmabob 53306393001, LnoMnEamal Lo 3 gdo-
30m 8mpsbdy babamdmnge Mmab dobdaendy 8o-

(33°9dmbs o bRs@obgdamm nb3368 oL bey-
o ob bobammdmng 63030636, Mol dgmgasmoy
Bo3m3mdnemne 25-65 L3 bLnddoagmnb bayMmgaba
@6s" [RoGareenabn 1968:302).

LanbBAgLMS, Hob amEobbdmdlb o A3Gmd bogdm-
> Lbgymob ,BoBommdMagn @ob3s", 56 sMobiny-
mo  JMgdazns; adsgg dmgmagboboob a3sdab Logdg
3a6byaemnb LadoMmgabda, Lomsy w8nE3zomgdamnb
Rebhbe @5 06376@060 s@sGgdms (39(3bedn ymaybalbs
603673bo(3, 098(30 dgoemn donmnobom 363560 oM
agm" (do68adg 1977:14]. »(393bmob ggome” gBymdm-
oo Mgzobs @ Bngabesbalb LaBambgdde sGLydme
dgemgob 65300g3bs(y [Bngdgemady 1985:15), 3ondab bo-
3™ Imgesbby a33mgmgbarn Bogomgdbs s dgemy-
3L [3s37sdgz0mmn 2015: 9] o Lbg. Bzgbdo 28 gogBL
3ndmongGeom 1jo3dnfgdab gMcmagze® Ggmagny
Go@gorb, Gmdgemni 3enbbdmdlb dogomgdagenbs
©> 33bob Ro@obgdamo 0b3zgbBotnb ,680bws" (39-
3b3n 353963350 aMa(33emnrab 530 Legdnbasb
3566356@nb 3nbboon (350dndy 1977:16-18), o3, 53
Gagmomob bafbdnbmgdngn dbamy 3g@oe dnbem-
39bas, G5 g0ms 396 byAbogds meaaQnSO Byrogon
Lob@dobmab dndoMmongdno dobo assbormnbgds. ym-
39t dg8abggaedn, 39abeob ,680bws" bEngnsw a26-
LaBmzMgds BmEMILEB G MmN Gymngnnl IGgGHmasGN-
309, 63@0300[)0, GmBgerng bemmnse aodménzbagh
3aabemesb, nbgzg Amameiy 80Bobo o Gyormanob,
33930l 56 3nbo BoBomnb Ma0dy Loboo dgbgdabay Jo:
b 323bogdgmas 53gb&ob 33-19, 3omg3EdGNL (30-
bromomnb) 569 ,@33380b (73mbgdob) bobabsarmdwmy-
am 3obmbaom" babgrmmgdme oogdo [Razmjou 2005:154;
Zykov 2017:287]. Gmamtiy (36mdagmns, a3580 dmim-
b@Egemn Bab-Bagmmgdnm, ©3898bs s ,Lohmdob
3m33903n"  mogbegdmms 3@o(3gdgr  G3abggeros,
domndnb, 3Bab Lbaggdabo o begbelb 35339mdoo
8nbn  Looobaem 3mbrn(30edmg doyzabob 8nbboo,
ab 393amBa(3 398m3BGHsrm dgegdb mbmsmnmgddn
23L93bgb. 530@m8 dqbgdMngns, Gmd 333emggem-
Bo 83mermbomb GmEmbymob ,5Gambsg@njsde” (d3.6.
L) 2@bgdyen (36mdob gmmbgmdn Bnzgomgdnmaos



Larilari Burial

87

a3odgd0b  bggdby Rs8mgomgdalb Rzgnemgdnb Igbo-
b3, 0ds(3 bbgs — mbBabmgere @ 3m3mggbm babob
3gmdgh 3Bgfomons obbamgdgddng I3mgs sbabgs
(gntn LEmMse, gomnfigds), aobobomaggb LEmME
BeAmobBFmmm Hgrmnansboeb dodsogdom. 53 bg-
Lob 808g3Hmdsl, Boon ombadgbom, Jo@gFosm Mo
oLEMMIAL  gmmbgonl Lbgomabbgs LodoGmagabby
bogobgadm Ladgmg mM3mgdal oMbgdmds, GmImgd-
o IGagama doagomgdgmnb dgome asdmgmnbes
> Gabay bgadby Rsdmgowadnb (IogMdy oHdaen-
30b) 3g8mamd g@ods. obg IgmGorn ©ogMdaengal
god@o® 800Bbggab [Bnggemadg 1985:17; doodndg
1977:15-19]. Boonoemns, 03. gogobodgoame, s3menmba-
b AmEmbgmob 03 (36masl, bogbgdno deGogdame,
Jmebgdab 8sBeaoba@n LaMB3gbmgdalb IndegzHm-
30l Bommbygdmo mgmrn®s, Maraob do(zgomgdagmms
06393o300b ©> 3Madsansbaz gb Mgmnges jAdorms-
30 [gogsbadgoema 1951:23}, 008 sbgo 3gdmbggge-
9o, 11339 Loegobme sMbgdmmn gobscbsto dobammab
3o03omabBabgdom, sbbbgm goMmgdmgde  Mhgds
@ofMdarmgob mo Bongmobobabsomdmgam Bgbob
@620AbgdMdS: Jnfggm 9@3by bmEmabEMgmabs
{3296Dg o Mdaego), 3m8g3bmby 3o 8abo gadmdco-
(3b>30bo, 26y gmMomo ©33domgabs baBommdtingn
JFfgds3onon — 3o@beeeb dgmgdab dgbgdels 33oemo,
Hmam ogbndby, gmmbgonb Ladstimgbgddn bmd
265maob ©ILE MRS bndsbpmdmngas, Gmd o.
Ja8Enbnb 330639000, 33 Gndob LadoGbgdda @o-
JRdaengab 3nGggm o 3meg g&o3gdb 3m0b Gmab
0b@ghgorn of ool bobaMdenngn [KydtnH 1949:188),
Aoy Jowy3 JBO™ ao8mEngbogb dgbademgdmmaab,
&md mfn, §hcmdsbymabyob LaABAmbmgdMagore go-
Bbbgeggdpme Bgboom bob3m3mg Mmob 3obdamby
s AdarmgEoym gfon 36 A58gbndy do(yzoemgdmen.
o. ndgmed)d ghobamog godmadgs gdge s3mem-
Bomb GmeEmbgmob Foge smBgnma ©ojAdomgab
BeE@sbGH o Bgbal Jogdatiby bbgbgdam sGggm-
Qman‘gé dgaq’gbmo& Go9mgboma(y vty abs o 6o-
a3b0obnls Lodothmgbadn, abggzg BmameE gmebgmab
bbgo dmao@ar 58537 bbb badsGmgbgdary (d3.B.VII-

VI Lb., ~ 8.3.) a3 babolb 6063,3‘3013636006, Amegbag
30%gabmda g oM nym RaBmyomndgdaemn, 56 bovy-
J399qbm 393mbgq3030, BmamEiz 8mdmafgds, yomnd-
gdmes Fomeme” (8nggmody 1985:19). dgbodsdnbag,
©o3Mdomgal Bgbob s3membomb Gmmmbymobggemo
dogomamgdn, 833mg3Gnb sBGne, HREM Gy,
35%m706mdadmgmn — bagoMommEm, sGambag@gdal
3nonb gohgbal gdmgab (56 aMagazasbgl | onoLBemy-
ol ©ababyabnb) @Gawongddas badagdgmo [do-
Jamodq 1985: 17].

33o3g >BEAL 33005678L EsLsgmggmo s gmerman
L. gaegn, Gm3gmog, 3ndmabamagh Go mmggob@dy
36bad g, dobogy 396326@gdnm, ,LIsELPma IgHn-
mEob Lads@bgdb” (d3.b. 539-333L.), smbadbaglb, 6m3
4gaee Ladambo o3 Ggfn@mGinaty 0b3xdozonny,
beagmen ol go6133m3ds, Gmd 53d3g babab 3®9dagogmo
Lodafbgda smdmBgbaem adbs @om byl babadatm
Beaendn (La6ins), Ybs snbLBSL 08 Hganmbdn dgMdEy-
o dmbabrmgmdalb 3Abgdmdaa (bobo Rgdas — 3.3.),
ModEgbama: WbsMbmmn JgMommab yagms badoMba
3nMggmoe ©d3Adoraab baBoMbgdas. o o Roblb
Jgoemo bmEmab@Emmn Bababs, Gm3mmab dabgmgo-
@5(3 33980 355 aadmbmsm, bmemm 338wam8, dgemg-
3L 93mm390096, M3 Mbatondgdab a08mygbgdab
dgdmbggge dongamaze ombadbyen IgMomedn” [(Wolf
2002:133). 353aboady, 0633335 Gm8 ngam bmMms-
bLEGMDIL >MBagemmdab babaday' jo 96 Bkl aGebab
dmmogoggcn @, dgbadsdabam, JomEmeame g
3mgbab d3gd dymazn Ggaambab, jaMdmm, mggzo6@0b
LadoMbgddn Moody jgoma 98 Ggmoagnnl bgdmddgmy-
dobo @ogMdomgnl smanmmdcag Bab-Rggnmgdsby?
02bgeme 333emgamnb, 3. Gebaxmb nbgrmgao, .38
Anomos, bnGmab@Hymo Ggmogos bmzab g3s8ab-
ad6 306mgg3ob (mggembs(znab) 3mbgdal Amgemgbals,
abmggmbs oy gMabagmb sbemdl, LEymose (3bs-
©no ab gofgdmgds, HmA aMsbal dmbobemgmdnl a-
Gogmgbmds 23 GMomn(30oL o6 Anbeggms, Goy mo-
LGP MbPIGaYdgdalb Mommgbmdal bagMdbman
bogmgdmdno s bbgs gog@gdamay. doGajam, godm-
3mgboemn LsdaMbgdn ©o3Mdomgal Rggumydting Bgbl
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maMnmstab LadoMmgaba

3mbamdl, 8538 mMingy gb Bgbn 00badGo godm-
Gobogh (393bmmab dgbgdolb Bobo LogMamymmdnb
a%3m — gb 9 3960b 369000 bend LOAdMEMS oEn M3y~
Aonb 3megdmnga boonba. 3gg3gos ©S @A@Y
o badaMbydb Gy dgabgds, 8o yemndn o6 J3o8o
33900636, 96 3Fnbxomb s Lbgs 303demy doboemnb-
296 ©33Vogdum 3dmgddn sogbgdmbab” [Razmjou
2005: 154-156]. Jbgbmgmb@n, 30boy obmm wong-
G0mds 3Jmbos LIsAbgmnl Ladgaem Jonlb BoG3mds-
3369 3nemb HdcEmbmsb, 3mazombEmdl, oy G
735> sbrafmdae Jomb nm3s magab goggdbs o
L3s6Ab ENEAdHEYdL: ....RY3L Lbgmmb Ao ggbade,
GmEs dmz33m900, by 200399 dob mgemb, 39-
AEbebo @s 30bmsbab, oG8 3n8adstigor 8nbab Magy
g0dmpds LEMoggam, Ma8gory Bo gbws nygmb ndady
JaGobgnme, gopmg dggtmgds 0d dabsboeb, Gmds-
e dondb ©d sbabMpmadl ymagmngg 333960560
o ggonenb® [Razmjou 2005:154). 096Dy @a3atbgal
30 9. GoBaRy bL3oAL 8magos GFomaznar 8nnkbysl,
GmIgrba(y LaBynbn, bogoMammme, 606254735606 bo-
6530 bms Ijmbmes [ngggl-

GmamBg 033930, 9GF  oHJamEmanm@sm -
LEYAEYd 23 Bgbob o@LYdMs Bobomy 33mgodo,
JofdmE, MJobab bobadn, Bm3mab JEmbmmmany®
Roehmgdlb d3.6.1500 - d3.6. 550 66-non 396bsdrgmo-
396 [Fallahian 2013:1]. goeobab, nfobob ﬁﬁgn@mam
36mgobgonb bbgomobbgs 3968ndbg — 360 33dn,
Jorrobda, xoddne o33Ldn, FodFMnebs s bLbgs
2Mmgeb, 308mgmabare ngbs 88 gdmgal modMoge
La3oMmgobn, AM3madoy GodmmmanyGoe Madogba-
37 babgmdamas jmobogyn(ynfgdama: goyqmotinemn,?
J3ob gompdoo oam'aaSgb-an, 3ob@nb, mEbatory-
tmoabn, 303G o-badsMbgdn s bbg.; Jomda Joygomy-
e badambob gbygmdy o6 dsbdg aomgdam Jacb
oLy ©d 3fdng mmeby nbgs 398 gbbarow Bo6-
%3360 56 dota3bgbo a37Gdy, Rgbgd3mbHnmo s
n'asnocnoQ, 30Msm8s doamdamymdadn. dmImagndamo
gbodadnbn Bobamnb sbsmabam @anbrgds, GmAa doc

g8mboo 393mbobgmymn, @YJmOsGagmn moengdoo
9983790 Bobnbsdmbo [Fallahian 2013:2], bmeme 33-

Bor 3Mogomggmmasbo badombn 06396 o0 dmoa(ze-
30090 (56 LagFomp o dma(3agm@s) mdGdmb, ggMabemab,
360bgamb, G 3nbab, JaGodagyen bogogdl, sbom-
3mImEPYE  ©o  3bmggmoes  353mbobymgdgdnsb
#oagmgdbs o bddMHdmemm, Ladgym@bgm oy baym-
RBo3bmazcmgdm ©abadbamdnb Lbgsmabbgs Lagsbl.
33 LeBoMbndMsb Lnobmmgnb, Bmasb Fbgbos (3ot
Ladombgdoy a0dmgmnbms. oMby sHdgmermy o
@ormansbalb 6536m33n sMbo gobabargds S3menm-
Bomb GmEmbgmmob (36mdsbmsb MHandg 60dbaoc dno-
bemmgdgme Go@gome o obgag. @a@benb Gondy
3320 306036y La8oMAbgddn. banbBaMmgbme gFon
03036535, LI¥®LE IMbob, g3REGL mbmgbal Mm3
3°00ma3(393L mo3nbo dgMdgbo ds@mbnbowan: ,ba
©23b6303 91, garmbndy, > b9 Bodombog (39(3benb
B33mab dgbgdoom. 35 LIsALN goM, L3s>Mbo FdmBrmg-
3oL dgoemn. (39(3beonb B530mb3s bmd MRGm oo
1393355 Rggbagel, gremg bnjgmomn. 8ndsdamy
89 80Bsb, Rgdm do@mbm, Boaa8 by 8mBa3 yugd jo-
33535 Byamb, Ga8gorn ;oygebl 3308 6s3omemgdlL”
[Razmjou 2005:154).

3. 39958060, Indmaboogh M g3Hnb badsmbadn 8gm-
oo ©djhdamzgab Bgbb, s3mmmbamb Gmmmbamab
(36m3nb 8ogomomom 3mab3mdL o6 ebggmm mod-
335@nbo o XVI-XVIH Lb-930b 8mabanfos smbyo-
mmdgdl, Mm3madng oq@bobgmdn sbommany®, 9.6.
359Dy @a3sbgab Babdg 3magznobmdab o ndgg
20bndbogh, Gm38 moyMdoemgnb ob Bgbn, Moz ntob-
30, 337@Mnobs @S JoMonodn EILEMGEIdS ,oMHgm-
Bog@ngnb” d34860b 9038L, 3g& 3mEmdL LagMomb
Jmmbgonb LodsGmgbgdby aso8mgmabnen byb-R39-
mgdobmob [KydTnH 1949:186).

8nbgmo 8 33mmg36inb, 3. rbamb dnbgogoo, do-
3bmgablndgonb RGmnrm-omdmbogmgor BsBarmda

(b330019380) nbIxBs3omE, borm obogmgcda (Mo-
3090980, 358 730) 3Mgdogomm bads@mbos dgmamada-
o0 bogaMd g oM Jommn bobamab grmabnb@yn bobodwy,
aobbbgaggdam Ggmoaen® HRomognsms aogmgbal
d9maan Mbms nymb, Mobas moge Mbos ghnbs jmenm-
Bobo@mtin 3765d6gdaba @s danmmdcngn 8mbabeg-
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30l JmIsdo@o3onb 3gFomedn. 53sbeab, 396339
nemo gammbogoenmo byd@géalb 3ndgz@mdsbs ob
bbgoobbgs 3nbEgF0gddn nbo(zns(3nsddboem InFaos
(30 Bmnb, nboob JumEob moy3zsbobd3ndgmos)
Bb-Aggnmgdsb, Bmam@iy AL, gogmgbs Mbes 3m-
gbenbs @s3Mdamgol Gogmombg [Lungu 2002:133;
Nock 1932:337]. 3m356Gmbab 3mydgdnb dobyrgno,
tmyo Lbgmenb 635396, Liyemn ;ogobyammgds 8Lm-
Genoyio, can%nd-aﬁn Lbgmmabogsb, Goms dgz0mgb
3o@b3n [Rebay-Salisbury2012:19). 358oqmmmmmors(,
96 gmndgb 3obgmgeo, @o8nsbab Lymoe @gosgd-
foga (39abeob 653966 jomas [dMga3edg 2006:37).
Lyerab d96gds s bobrson aobes omgds Lobmao-
m aobbygaby, 3gcdbmmn  byemmabgdnb 6ndmdabs
©> gommbmgoabs, GmBgmay 3mo@mbas gomabe-
Ao nggnggboan, Amd bymo oygm mgoendingn,
133eego ©> Gmd 3ol 3gmbro MysmyMan, dyato Jo-
Hmgbarrmda. 933356 ABIgbsboab gMoor, 360d36-
epmgabo Gmmo gbrs dggLEymgdnbs 3BnabmdMyem
©> bg3aMbo@ygzog@adab Momngnaba: oy dggemo
LaByombognb Lobsbosam, g3ngyMa 3m@anggdabs
©s LNYYBgdab BmoGmmmdab gogamgaomnbbabgdo,
26 1bes ngmb ImymmEbgmoa, Gm3 35Gdbama Jum-
&aeob bbgs 3m9336@gdcmeb ghmom, s@anmmdma-
gosogob 09bmomsb (36mdarmn asbrgdmee 3mdy-
Aebob Lomoss” @ wmEnbYs," GmAgmos 3aboygde
adnGas [Jo@)ﬁmdgab (1. 23.161), Bgdémﬁnb (1. 24,
778) gemggabotial (mggab. 12, 11-15) o agnmggbob
(m@ab. 24.65)] 3678s30mem Qodf‘)do@;}ob‘ >ma306y-
6. 98 3mbodFgdob LGP 3- rybayb mysglb
ab 30480, BmB s gngmas Mgrngan@n bobaddmm-
@0, LaEdmJbobo sbm(znfimads dgMdgbos &o@ob
JOMBMLsB, Gobay JoMomymom dmgpbdmdmn Jo-
Gorgema 93mbob a30fab, 580Gebalb JogdoMlb IGm3g-
ogbosb, MHm3gemond Godmemmann dLaogbgdsb mo-
3m® 96ms 3jmbregl, @ odab gomgy, cb@mEngme
bogydggme. 3GmBgomgLb jmfgmado 2806Gsbab oddsy-
mpdab as6bsgnm@gdamn ImImmotmds, bgsbyn
B33nMbnGyz0agdocn  gaMbogdalb 8Msgsenagetm-
30l a3(s, 58 6Inbram LagGm 8m@ngob 3gs boyya-

£7930b bLasbgab bagjmabom BboGgHmdodn 33530
RoBongams(y aodmobo@o, GmBrnb Lbgs dgdmbzgze
Logoaggemmdn s@bae ggodaL. sGambag@gddy Mma
2@ofaggfo gogdasm, gogablbybma sbggg sGgmbgen
om, 3GmImb@nbobs s do3 BrgabdmMab gobobgmg-
@ob  asdmgmao  joggobombal Jaeby dogodzmer
3Gm3gogb Gm3 gbz0s, Moy 3ghdbuma docm-
@mmanab gL 3gMbmbago oMbmAMage c0badGom
Q574939060 3mmbgmdo 3mbabmyg 356d653bs @
2@30mmdMng 83306 Robabymgdl; n@cm 3xGog:
JM@byBa mgoceb Gy356bdg BaGdmeagbom, dfim-
bob oy boMabAgnob JndMamme gnagmob Bdmage
343mg3o6n LbmAgr 3ab a433mbobmmydar 3aaRbggl,
Ao3baro(z bggbob 3ngl dEmboe aofmogdbaen
33396096 amb gbdoemg 30gbsda ,36GmBgog” Rggn-
™)d603, ,dEmbobEJnsb Jombammor” (568) dmnbly-
609dL [Hind 2005:5-6].

@M Joob, gmmbgmabs ©s Ladghdbgonb s3amGnGs-
300l 3Gm3gbol 53 Bagsemnadgdds, ggndcimd, mbos
3508456mb Mmool badsGmgzabby s jMAdomgal
BoLob d36dbaee LodyoMmbaob ®ojogdntigdalb do-
Gagdnemmds. 563 abos dgdobaggemn, Gm3 mon-
matinb bodammgabdn smdmABgbae ndbs 3g6dbgma
Bogmo jasbo gfgamn [RaGomeoaba 1968:15), beenm
oy 39300350bbebgda 53 g3mgal jmmbag® bodo-
Gbaddn 3gAdbymn 083mGGAL GLgdmAsL, HmBrmab
LodoMdy asbbognomgdao bagbsgFas godgbonl
ao6aba® Bobomadn, o6 by a08m3zMnbmar 3Mg-
dogryeo @ 3Gdormgeb Bgb-Azgamygdal 338mmBggzab
3gbadmgdeamds gaModogaee Fafdamdy swdgdee-
mn bgbgdnb dgdzgmdemsy, HMAgmams sGegan
Bndxndns Labgoo bgemmgzbydeda (36mdama (by.1).
abgs oy aby, d36Adbyeo JMQMSn‘boGnnb dogen
3o3bmanblnfigor LogRgdn, gfo-ghon rewEybos,
mrﬁaoaab s@ oo babab badadbab (dg.6. VIIL.) dgb-
Bogeob Jgmgacm 3- @3bagl 39dmodsb wabyghs,
Amd morMgbo 3o8mygbgde 3Mgdaznnbs, Emamei(y
>3doemgab Babobs, gdmbggze dgMdbyma jmenm-
Babo(znnb MaMgl 9@3Lb 3a3dmgnbleigmdn [Lungu
2002:135). 3oGoaad, badsGoggrmdn JIF93s3ngma
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@aMomoab bodsHmgabo

ogMdamanb Bgbnb gzgmeby seGggme 3sgsmnon
d3.6. 39-3 sabbmg o smaFnmgdaer badgmeab
4memabnb bobne a30g3b [3mdgxrodgaemo 1959:191],
Gabaz dg@n nbBgbbngmdno, 9o dGnbxomb @
230Gy 3nbab Babab LodoMbgdo gbdomEads, Joasd
063935306 LadoMbydmob gFmam @Lbgdyen, 3Mg-
8o30mn o 3Mdarngnlb Bgbolb Lob@gdsm RoBmyseon-
39ds, Gabag Bogbmgobdnfigmdn d3.6. VIIIVIL bb-s6
3gmbos sanrmn, 3gndemd, 3g6dbam LodysHmbamab
39390600 1B 50bLBSL. gb 56 60dbogl pibm Bybeb
053b dmbggaob sanmmmdMng GFomaznaby, Madmy-
boo@, 833mgzetms  FsFmgdame  dmbadAgdoo,
bmgosrgfin @ 53mbmangafin 3mb@sj8gdo me 56
8338 JIGIFIE GHrngnsmd dmfinb gdoe gam-
GG (33er0egdob, 3mengnjagnab gbymdb bgmb,
3067 sborme Jur@nenb BocGdmdabab. [Alekshin...
1983:146]. , 3@ Gadn” o, (3bowns, ©ojMdorgal
Babngs 0ggmabb3gds. 28ab 3jognm Bsgoemomns gyn-
360680 asbombatin gombognGo dgFdgbos d3.6. V
b-ob bLo3oMm3bgdn, FMBMIdTn EorSLEIMIIgmn
ogfdamgnb dgMdbammn Bgb-Rggmmgdebe a0 339-
e Jgdobznzgddn gmmbae as3emgbgdb aobn(3nsb
[gobndg 2007: 225). 5333560 Joaanh’vgbnb Jagoboom ao-
bLoggotigdam Lagmmnbbdms nb@mMonmn jmenby-
onb LaBoMmgbgddn aodmgmaborma 3Gnbgomb 330ty
BmBab Jobroyydgde 3bgbdy ajgFmmon dxwma
Jommgmogdoms gadmbobympdom, GmIgmas ogm-
bmamaggomm sbammal Boamomagbb badgmdbyocde,
g LMLy omBmAgbnm Jornmgmdgdsms Bagngdn;
33 939bsb3bgmnb gMo-gGo 6adndbdy goomdyb,
Gm3 ob adbapydyern bms oymb dz.b. Villb-ab bo-
bggofdn abgo Labgmmmbbman, bamsy MobssMlbydma-
> 39Mdbymmn mAngbBomnbgdmmn > Jogz oboymn
993968 gdn [Voyatzis 1992: 262-271). Rzgbdn o8 @o-
30b Jobmoggdoms 8Mogmore aodmgmgbad gosdysms
8mbabgds Le8mbob smbadbym Jobmsjgdoms jmen-
byfo BoMmdmBogmmdnb dgbobgd [Boggemady 1985:63;
3s3madgomn 2015:23), Moy sa996@0s 0dabo, Gm3
Jeebg@-dgfdbyere ymb@ag@gde gbrs ©3bygdy-
mogm 35303000 oMy, 30 oo d3Mdbamn

Joemmbobogns 8mozeges dompm dogbmgnblatigob
(35308300 2015:23).

bgdmongdgmomoeb 358m3nbatg, dgdmbgggnon o6
9bmo ogmb Bo(3gemgdmms aBoMgdalb LoBgbm
Aoggomab gobam(zoMn, bgdnBygboon Bbasgbgds
dzom 336Mdbgabs @s ab@mEanme jmmbgmab 83g0-
©A0 dmEnb. o Labmjosb 208 gGnermdno, Lsdy-
3G nemmdn, Am(3o 30bdg 396©10(33emgdmmo, begygem-
9o a3o0b3ms Joemgdab jognme s 8533 35(3380b Fo-
>0, Bo(3 0ym 6ndsba Mg obdn @aGHnomdyma vdg-
©YMgd0bo. Bm@GnFomn Jormgdnb mobog®dbmds mgs-
bobo@da oby gadmnboBgdmma: ,Jormgdo mmyndbs ©a
as@egmem a7emd gmeb gRbnmgdac 03566As396
©s Lobbmb amgbgh, mozbg 3ol narrgxgb...od3n
LAgenENds Lodgmmznstim bLa8mgs ,bama" [Lobm-
goo 1940:168]. (36mdomns, Gm3 Lmemba (d3.6. ®oo-
bem. 640-560 66.) jdcdmes Bgodg@mdgdb Gmams
yma3adn, aby GoGoman; Bogomnoa, 356 oy @do-
o Jomgdl ©a§0Mgdabob JoMmab bmyge, 835y
39380l (3985, Logsbggdmm dmambarmn LoGnGaemn
$adbBado (Boz hggbdn LG PYFE@IdmEs — d.a.
333Mnb a5b396930bsL Bngam-jogemmn o Lbg. gda-
a>t93g0, ®m3 gb gmggenzg Leewmbob AL 1339
63[)0(9 6y anmo ymgnmos (LyBgmemody 2003:14).

©- 39h3obs o R. 3mBEBs60L 5mbadgbam, dgcdbam
35bom8bo@3mdadn, 3Gmagbnbob (d96db. Prothesis
= ©o3Mdoengzadmymn dmamdafgmads) s8Labggm L(zg-
65330, Ladg3gmdy IL3EBgd Mo goMmagmneanb
o03d9mamdon Joengdo ,d73L naegR9b, mmygdL abm-
39336, osgbo o 835G dn 3136 gdL ndgbg6” [Kurtz,
Boardman 1971:144]). 533356 0b@gcojgnscs ©ads-
b MGadgmn 3g8mbagande Jgmbndbogh XVHbL-ab
o@smngm Iobomby@ oG Jobgarmm maddgMEobag:
w3 030bs, (Ladgatgemmadn, 8.3.) nggocngda-
ol byyemal 3mbabbgbgdmam @obndbyma oo jo-
@03 *@eam3eb 83mMy re], Bmrgbsg SbAgegdgh
39(dgbams o0madnb 8bgagbb"* [meBdgMmGa 1938:67).
39bada8nbam, Ig8ambgggros oHss, HMB d5Gdbam be-
3oBbmsmgol bababnoom boamodm dmgmbgdab sGby-
dmds Rgnbdn(zoo @omaLEMHdmma [jobndy 2007:31).
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23680, d3. B. osbenmydnag 400 Brmabogab, 3Mgds-
3nd 3b@omsbmdne Bs3mnd ImIgmofymo bryds
(abpgg BmamG (3 ymmbgmdn) s Gedryborma ghco
3mbo(3g3n(3 o6 335g3L 93 BogGob jogdomnbs Gondg
Lobab Ggmognnc (33er0emgdsbomob, 333mygomba 58
39659mgdob LmzosmYMo s §3Mbman Mo godGm-
tgdac bbboob [Rebay-Salisbury 2012:20].

3boos, ofaatinb LddoMmzabdy dyMmdbamo jm-
enmbabo(znnb dgomm  jzammob dgdbs, godgbatnb
Lodombors oMo, Logyydgagmb 8mjmadaemas, Bo-
a3 ab goMgdmgds, M3 of Labgbge G gdagonl
B0dbgdn(3o ©d 8gMdbymo nd3mMG N3, dsBogdamb
bonb 8ab 3m7j393L Bogbmanbidnfgmob 23 @ndnb bo-
3omgabors 9Mo01nab LbogMmzndo. 28sb3g ameobbdmdl
3. Boronmmobn, Gm(3o 9mb0dbogh, Gma8 ,moMammoab
bodofmaebn dMogoe oMdgmemaon  dgamb  wmo-
bemmgegds ogoo dogggomgdaemnb @abagyrmoaggdal
Bgbomoz”, Gab 3gdamBdsy oan Bsdmogmolb dogn
Begab Anmm ©s Ahmormm-smdmbagmgmab dogen
fog 3964@qdb, beryrnm B3963n a0bomnba dgammaasb
39380693ab  6ndbocn 393mymglb Fogedn oAHLgdM
d6nmob® LodaMmaabl, Loy doggomydymas age-
3730 ©> 06396@ M0 nH s >6nb 363560 Lasdobm
3639 dmgEabby. dabagg o 330M3gdao, moMoms-
&30 Bo(3zomgdamb Rogdnm-ibyFagmbs ©s 0o-
Gom-badgoymam BmMommb B330656 gHm0sh go-
Hmdbg. 89nGmBaz Ba(3maab ggbsdn Jom@aHom
afnb sggemo bbgomobbge Jnthos yrogbomo nofs-
©-bad oo (Rofamenabn 1968:315].

JMmbyodo EaabEuMadnm ogfdoemgalb o8 Babdy
= by 56 boBommdmog jMgdo@naby — Bgfarm-
3non Bysmgdnbs s gabrsmma doboraab LG
9606bgdmB0l godm, 3mbadMngas, abbaggotgdgm
3603369emmdol 0dgbl yggms ob dmbazgdn, Mobog
3°64gdnm DEbOE Bystdmgddo. o8 dbMng aoBLe-
390Mg30en dggenb 8md3gdns  Jmoboyg®a bobab
Hmdsgm s3@mGHo (36m3930, AmBmgdo(y B
B2JB3b 2bobogh s EmBmadagy. bbgabosb ghomow,
3806, Booyb 3g396L BodMmBnb cogde @b
Jnmbgob 6050@0160’1030 dﬁaaounnb ngobgb.

d3.6. mooben. 400 6-0p0b ob.6-0b | L-3my, jPgdazas
©33330MAgdnmo  ymgoms GmBogmms  dmMnba(y.
GBemBogmo  IB6gHamn 3 3mdagbo (0b.6.370-43066.)
50603623L: ,BsFoaemny, B396L MmL oMoy Bgbom
3330l Lbgamab ©obgs, 3308 Bojombymomsb
bmd go@goo, Hm3 0d ML, Am(3s 833060 gagdmms
3o@ngn dobn Lbgymab (35(3benb 3n3gBabs, dodnba(y
J Gm3s 39360 a3s80 gfma nbgmms, ©s8LEMAY6N
96ma Jomolb Lbygmb 30063 7858 73mbgb s jo-
3obab* [Nock 1932: 324]. aot@s ndabs, GMI >3nm
33020@mde gmrgdrghe @630l 3@, 33080
mmdo adobog, Gmd JHabGnobobagnab Lamzmbgda
33bmgMndobangal 3Gnda(30s 1339 BmGgmma Badlig-
ennb dmgmagboo.

©a 36 doemgnb Babom 3Agds3nab oMRggs @admgnmy-
& ogm mgabm® GMoma(300bs s nbmogamasmy®
69do-Lig®garndy [Toynbee 1971:15]. 308 G30Lob 8o-
byegzoo, 3393L, Rzgamgdobsdzdm, @gdwbyb jhods-
6gondg AbymdGa aomgdame dmMgdam smdsGorge
Ly by, EMmAgmbs Mygor somgdab nbbao, bo-
Broobob Js3nfmbl ma3nbmbgb dgmpdb dmEab. o3
oM dngergdaemalb 3oGomo bagogde. dmaxg®
039 3emo3mbyb dnbag (3bmggmgdl, Gm3 doo gog-
(30rmadnbsoc 8nzgargdmab bgma boagomb 396. Gm-
Loz 83090 ©0b3gdmms, (333bmb w@gnbam o6 bbgs
booboo 5JGmdebyb (Benuuickui 1878:621], dgamgab
Bamgbaggdo 03Hmygdmbab o L3gEsmPA Loomog-
L/ 3mb@g0bg@8n [cinerarium, oss(ujarium, olla, urna
0980676, GmIgmbag o6 dob, LIgnomFor dmbym-
doen 30396 Lodombda v003Lbgdbabk, 56 jRdome-
30696 806230 ©> Mma3Dg m@a23wbg6 LBndblL, Vdg-
@)abanoQ — Jaob oL o6 onbab o dnGggmb.
J6g8snab  IMm3gLnb  @sbAEYEgdabab  BaMdmon-
J3°9bg6 ilicet {(,3gandmnsa Bobgoge” - ire licet)
[Toynbee 1971:101; Noy 2000:187).

333emgzetos  ombadgbaoy,  3Mpdoznsb  Lgnfegds:
LadbaGgarny, ¥obadswne > ©Am. oy 23 bodowasb
9fo-gmo 8oogobo(y jo dgadargmgde, Legmo j6g-
3o300 396 Igeagde @ LBmGgm s3n@m3s(y, AmBsyem
Byoimgddo bdntom bobbgbgda ,babgzem ©sb3s”
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A oma@ab bodomgeba

(semistrum), Gmamfy 033935, 5333500 3gdo-
30b 3nBgbao brogds [Noy 2000:188). b@obma@-
eeo Gmdsmen dgomeon, 33580b obgzsl 7-8 Lsson
bgnBrgdmms. 187 gbbamar, 3Fndaznab nByndmbyb
39FnyFanbg 96 bomadmyadb o IGm(ygbn 3ndnbs-
Mgmdes dogmn EEom 36 dogro medno, (39(3bemob
39dngo 8939058000, a358nb oFabHmen, Bobormmad-
Magn 635, Mo daemgdbyy snbabydmmo, jMgdsgn-
ab bgmobmo Rogoatgdnl sm3nmgdmmdsb ab3g3me,
oydae gb ymzgmogob ammom gge bymbrgdmms
©> ©nE® 3363 ndnb bagnMmadob bywazmbyb, Hm3
©o630b 3Gm(3gnGs LEMmae Rog@omgdnbsc. Jeon-
Bl acmbe ImazecbAmdlb gho-5fo Gmdagmby,
Hm3rnb 33980 dbgmae @anbzs 3mBadgmno goMme-
(33509d0b 303m: Aa30 MAs60DTn 3badlb dgozazwme,
3356 33930b Fngd LogMgdsggom (393bemob Rogem-
3> 353mnbgno. y3gmody bdnow 3o B30b IGm(3gLL
oRycdms Bn@gmBmmmany®a 3nmdgdn — B3ads,
omgmn, Jo6n s bbg,; dogomnmse, drmgdemdgh so-
Batnemo ogab Gmdsgmn BbymoMmadmagol, Lymsb
3995300l IGmggbo: oFRdenobo ams oym @
o0 B3085b gemmb a6, (3bs boscmsdmy agede o6 3g-
gL LogMgdsgom Ladggmby. W39d dmagfn Jon
23mgomms, Madsy svgadaods (3gibmea. ob-ab oym,
Ladggme RonggPams s dgmgdab dgadmagdeb
A3 @Y, Fm3 Mdsr 33630dms > amadyds-
3g 3gghggderam Bandma. Mmam@(y Robl, nmdaemn
06 brggoe 3sb (bymob — 3.3.) s3Hdongolb MHm-
Loz gn* [Noy 2000: 188]. Byomgddn smbgGomns
>Msgfon bbgs 853mbggzs bobygdom 3Hnda(zanbs,
HmBrgdo, 39@Mgmmmaonfol gofmps, Lbgomo-
bbgs — 3mmn@ogadn (3s3. BnMob Jomogmmol bo-
bago 3Mgdano) mo bmgoorrn goj@megdom
nygm a5630Amdgdmmn, GmBgmos Rsdmagms dmAL
Boagnyasbb. 333mmg3oMbn 5mbndboggh, MmA3, domoe-
gono, Byommgddn s6bgdamo gogBade M3oMoGgbor
geo@ob gbgde, 3Gg8s300b B3bob gb cogzabydnGgde-
6o Labmasmgdab bbgs 5abgddy(3 MabodMae 3R (39~
mEydmEs. 3ebobndbne nbogy, GmE BabygMorm ©abgs
Gmamig dapgecpgdgmesageb, sbazy GmEberer

AR bommsogab n3sGom JIgmndem dsmngddgdem-
©o, MudEgbsms(y 98nc dn(3zomgdamn, GmAsgmos
66396001, badmemm a56bobggbgdgmb 396 33mggd-
©o.

GBmamey gbgosgo, 3Mgdszonb Bgboan ©o3Mdorm3s,
Gadbognta  mzombsbdMnboo, 6bo3mmgd  3ogdncdns
LaGB3YbmgdFing dL3JBgdmsb, Godmgbomay dob
3>698m s Lbgs GoJ@mGgdo asba3nMmdgdmo. Gm-
oo bodysPmesb dmbamdnmn gb god@gda, GmI-
303 3G 733070 5 jGdorgab megabgdacndgdb
a399(36mdb, 3530dGmd, 256 3300mBomae dmydgd-
Bob obbbob moMnmafmab orm Lbgs LoBoMmgbgdde
asdmgmgborn Bobgz@om 3Hgds300b, o6y dgemgdab
»(3303b30 2085 530b" 3brmzob BaLL @ Ladm3o-
3emm, 33ema3ob 98 s Lbgo Jgoboo BaGBaBmgab
39Mb3gJ@ngobsg @abobagl.

1. dagbg@agom oMogmon B9dbE™dMngn @ 03mbmaMogamemn
3mba(3g8nba, 533396056 Fgmgos MgmngnyGo mGAagb@ ool
BmangBan bagomba, ny3bgb oy oMo abnbn bmGEmabBGHgegda,
ey 33n6y393acne, 09d3e 36MBomas ab, GmI oam-
Lob 8ggmdnb EAmoEob (d3.6. 549 - 485/486 B6.) >J33nbasbos
©nbob@onb BaM3MBomagbemgdn ma3L Lo37Ms Bobmab maygs-
60b3(358cmgdL" HbmEydeb 6.

2. BmAmIbGH Garengnoboob 3Gogdgnyae Jdgmgdsos 3y
Lo323mdnb Lbga dsgsemamns dagm nMsbgmms dmBab 3bm-
ageos  8bbgg@Imagbofgol Bgbab  Lsgnobn. 333emggofion
56033600, BnbabBady@ygocre boGoorndm@s Babsom3ryan
agm 3sLDy PBnb 2FALZIYmN 28 GFamn(zonbs, GmIgeboy 856
Rasbo(yamms om(333d0bs @s Fg@n@Bonnbogsb 338wmastn ©s
B3nbre> (39(3bennb dgbabgab Ao garmn. baMomndm@ab Ggcon-
angfn Gggm@ds BaGnds@gdgmn 20dmhbra, He8gborag,
3nbn gofa(33ormgdnb gdmeamd LEGsgsma) e 3bmagem-
@ 3bbgg@Irmdgbnmgab Bab-Rzgnmads (3gamabeobe 2013:50].
3. gbes RggmmgdAngn MmE3M-Ladsbn, mamBr gMon @agaby-
Sngdoan: bagymmogol gLygn 336d980005  3m 3nHByrgen,
bmem Jgem)dn dobabss

4. ImBgambebygm Gegnecb 833m0306bo s@sMgdgh byoy®
badysman @oEILEDMIdYE 3ggee JHYBGrYme @IgMdocr-
3ab Bgbl, Gogy apmobbdmdms bbyymeb @sB3sb, 353wamd -
damgdnb 3xamggdal, Jbmgamdn aabggzebs @ JmbBabyHan
8moagbgdab [Bacharova 2016:284, 336.73).

5. 3ngnnb nb@mamen b3bgcsb Indomogdaby nb. Jo@andy
2011:22,
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Mariam Gvelesiani

RELIGIOUS ASPECTS OF CREMATION
FUNERARY PRACTICE

Burial practices are normally tied into long standing
A Ptraditions in each civilization. Things are done in a
particular way, because they are remembered to have
always been done so, and this is what makes them the
right thing to do. This is the morale of tradition - actions
are justified by past practices. Burial practices are deep-
ly ingrained in culture and reflect beliefs and values.
With beliefs, it does not necessarily mean religion in a
formalised sense but beliefs about the body, death, and
the afterlife. Beliefs are constructed in communication
and enacted by society, relating to how people think
about the world and its order and how they make it un-
derstandable in their own terms, striving for order and
reason about aspects of life, which are beyond their con-
trol. Studying the burial practices in conjunction with
the archaeological remains gives us some understand-
ing of beliefs; in fact, they are often interpreted as syn-
onymous for beliefs about an afterlife [Ucko 1969: 264;
Rebay-Salisbury 2012:15], though in some instances it
points out social status of the deceased, rather than a re-
ligion. Basically the burial practices, their forms, except
faith traditions, is defined by the unanimity of different
social, political, physical and environmental factors.

Existance of two burial practices - inhumation and cre-
mation are two radically different approaches towards
the deceased: when on the one hand there is a desire
to preserve a body as long as possible and on the oth-
er hand to transform the body as soon as possible, to
free the soul from the body, where fire has the main role
both in physical form and methaphorical sense.

For the Greeks, fire was one of the essential elements of
the cosmos; Aristotle suggested that it transforms the

world as material structure. Heraclitus believed that fire
represented both the material substance, and the active
factor of qualitative transformation of life. Empedocles
postulated that the "bones contain two parts of earth,
other two of water and finally four parts of fire” One
could infer that similar “materialist” ideas determined
their preference for a complete transformation of the
corpse by fire [Lungu 2002:133]. The philosophers’ ep-
och is very close to that of the rise of cremation burial
practice in the Greeks necropolies. It is now commonly
believed that the late 8th to 6th centuries BCE and lat-
er witnessed a normative use of fire in funeral rites and
rituals finding reflection in art (predominantely in vase
painting), literature and archaeological finds [Lungu
2002:133).

It is not accidental that | refer to the Greek world, as it
is a doubtless fact that creamtion practices come from
this part of the world. Lucian (2nd century AD) speaks of
burning as the Greek custom, contrasted with the burial
of the Persians, the eating of dead by the Scythians, and
the mummification of the Egyptians [Nock 2002:327].
Reviewing the Colchian burial practices, B. Kuftin, in the
beginning of his study, interprets cremation as a “Greek
tradition’, referring to an extract from “The Histories”
(1, 38) by Herodotus, where Darius puts a question
to the Greeks what would make them willing to burn
their fathers at death [Kuftin 1949:92]. Coincidence of
chronological boundaries for introduction of cremation
with the colonization process of the eastern shore of
the Black Sea is noteworthy; it considers establishment
and gradual strengthening of close trading, social and
economic relations between Colchis and Greece. Corre-
spondingly, the Larilari cremation burial (6th-4th centu-



94

03F0mofob LadoMmgeba

ries BCE), geographically of the location which is defined
as a part of Colchian culture, needs to be reviewed in
the context of the same cuiture. However, it does not
mean that co-existance of these two cultures with such
archaeologically tightly related forms as we have for ex-
ample in Pichvnari like Greek or Colchian, or maybe joint
burials [Kakhidze 2007:12-22, 119; Braund 1996:172-
190], might cause overlooking cultural interactions of
Colchis and other countries that of course implies burial
rites as well.

The Larilari cremation platforms reveal similarity with
secondary burial and cremation traces in Brili, Tsaishi,
Nigvziani, Ureki, Ergeti, Mukhurcha, Paluri, Merkheuli
burial places in west Georgia. As suggested by Sh. Char-
tolani, full or partial burning of deceased together with
grave inventoir was practiced over years on the crema-
tion platforms, which resulted in the formation of 25-65
cm. ash layers [Chartolani 1968:302].

It is interesting what is meant by “partial burning’, or in
other words “incomplete cremation” of bodies and why
was it practiced; we have similar situation in Merkheuli
burial, where “sceletons and grave goods had signs of
being burnt, though bones were not fully burnt” [Bara-
midze 1977:14). “Traces of fire” were observable in the
bone remains of Ureki and Nigvziani burials [Mikeladze
1985:15], in the goods and bones uncovered at Tsaishi
cultic platforms [Papuashvili 2015:9] and others. As
suggested by some scholars, this fact is hypothethical-
ly connected with some religious ritual, which implies
burning of the deceased and grave goods in the “sacred”
(or holy) fire to purify and clean deceased of any evil
spirits. [Baramidze 1977:16-18). However, religious con-
notation of this ritual is quite ambiguous, as it cannot
be anaylized under any of the religious systems. In any
case definition of “sacred” fire as an element is the pre-
rogative of Zoroastrian religion as it fully excludes even
any contact of the dead, or any of its part with fire, earth
and water; according to Zoroastrian doctrine, described
in the Nineteenth Book of the Avesta, titled Videvdat
(Vendidad) or the “Law against Devas (Demons)” [Razm-

jou 2005:154; Zykov 2017:287]. As it is known corpses
were put in dokhma and “"Tower or Silence” to bring the
body to the relevant condition with the help of birds of
prey, dogs, sun rays and heat. After flesh was decarnat-
ed, dried bones were placed in ossuaries. That is why it
is natural that reference of the scholars to the record left
“Argonautica” by Apollonius Rhodius (3rd century BCE)
about the Colchian tradition of hanging corpses on the
trees (sky burial), which has been repeatedly found in
the writings of other Greek authors as well is viewed in
connection with Zoroastrian religion. As they note, the
practice of this rite has been proven by pits for bones
in various burials uncovered in Colchis where a lot of
bones of the deseased were found, tending scholars to
interpret them as secondary burials practiced after the
primary stage of sky burial [Mikeladze 1985:17; Baramid-
ze 1977:15-19). Although Iv. Javakhishvili correctly re-
garded Apollonius Rhodius’ report as the proof that the
Colchians were followers of Zoproastrianism, since this
religion prohibited inhumation and cremation of the
dead [Javakhishvili 1951:23], but in such a case, if tak-
ing into consideration the results of recent excavations,
co-existance of these two contradicting burial practic-
es remains unexplainable: at the first stage Zoroastrian
practice (sky burial), which, at the second stage is fol-
lowed by the one with the principles totally opposite to
it - as mentioned above, traces of contact of bones with
fire are observable in the burials of Colchis quite often.
Furthermore, as suggested by B. Kuftin, in this type of
burials there shoud be quite a short time interval be-
tween these two stages [Kuftin:1949:188], an evidence
further excluding such a contradiction.

T. Mikeladze cautiousely left open a certain doubt about
the connections between the Zoroastrian tradition re-
ferred to by Apollonius Rhodius and the above described
archaeological objects, as “The Ureki and Nigvziani buri-
als, as well as other burial places in Colchis of the similar
period (7th-6th century BCE - M.G.) belong to the period
when Zoroastrian religion was not yet developed, or in
the best case, was just in the early stage of formation as
a doctrine” [Mikeladze 1985:19]. Accordingly, analogues
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of burial traditions described by Apollonius Rhodius, in
his opinion, should be probably traced back to the peri-
od when the Argonauts myth took its origin (or not later
than early first millennium BCE) [Mikeladze 1985:17].

Reviewing “the Persian period burials” (539-333 BCE)
in Levant, 5. Wolf develops the same idea, noting that
all burials on this territory are inhumation burials (Wolf
2002:133]. However, the fact that the crematrion burials
from the Persian period were found at the coastal site of
Tal Sukas, Syria, should most likely be explained by the
existance of Greek population in this region, as: “All buri-
als from the Persian period were primary burials. There
is no indication that the Zoroastrian custom of exposing
the body and later collecting the bones was practiced,
nor is there any evidence of ossuaries having been em-
ployed” [Ibid]. Thus, it becomes clear that even in the
period of Zoroastrian' faith growth there is no trace of
influence of this religion on the local burial tradition? in
Levant region, which was under the Persian political and
correspondingly cultural influence.

According to the Iranian scholar Sh. Razmjou, “Although
it is true that the Zoroastrians exposed the deceased on
high towers to be eaten (decarnated) by birds of prey
such as vultures, it appears that the majority of people
did not follow this tradition because there are not many
ossuaries or other evidence to testify to such a practice.
On the contrary, there are many burials, indicating that
burial was a common practice. But both ideologies be-
lieve in the sacred nature of fire, which as a symbol of
the light of the great God should not be polluted by
deceased bodies. As to the burials of kings and digni-
taries, they were cut into rock or stone, or put corpses
in coffins made of bronze or other harmless materials”
[Razmjou 2005:154-156]. Xenophon, who had a close
connection with a prince of the Persian royal family, Cy-
ros the Younger, reports that Cyros the Great gave the
following instructions for his burial to his sons: “Now as
to my body, when | am dead, lay it away neither in gold
nor in silver not in anything else but commit me to the
earth as soon as may be. For what is more blessed than

to be united with earth, which brings forth and nourish-
es all things beautiful and all things good?” [Ibid). With
regard to sky burial, Sh. Razmjou suggests that this may

have been an original tradition of the magi before the
Achaemenid period.

As it becomes evident, existence of this tradition has not
been confirmed archaeologically either in the earlier pe-
riod, namely in the Iron Age; its chronological frames are
defined as 1500-550 BCE [Fallahian 2013:1]. In different
spots of Gilan, Iran’s northern province - Marlik, Kalou-
raz, Jamshid Abad, Shahran and in other locations a lot
of burials of this epoch have been discovered, which
typologically can be classified into several types: vac-
uolar’, stone stack graves, cyst graves, double-storey
graves, crypt graves, etc. The deceased was laid on the
bottom of the grave or on a big and prolonged slab
propped against it and mostly it rested on the right or
left side with bent legs and rarely in a supine position.
Upon analyzing relevant materials it was found that they
were dressed in most fashioned way, and clothes were
decorated with ornamented buttons (Fallahian 2013:2],
and the most diverse burial inventory involved (or did
not inviolve at all) golden, silver, bronze, iron, ceramic
items, anthropomorphous figures and figures with an-
imal images, weapons or different items for economic
and household use. Near these burial locations in some
places separate horse burials were unearthed.

The study of Irainian archaeologist Fallahian never men-
tions a ritual being anyhow closer to the report left by
Apollonius Rhodius, or any trace of fire in the mentioned
burials. In this respect is interesting an epigram about a
Persian slave called Euphrates who talks to his master:
“Do not burn me, Phylonimus, and do not pollute fire
by contact with me. | am a Persian, of Persian parentage,
master, and the pollution of fire is more grievous to us
than death. Bury me in the earth, but do not sprinkle my
body with lustral water, for | also revere streams” [Razm-
jou 2005:154). Reviewing the secondary burial tradition
in Eshera (Abkhazeti), B. Kuftin, along with Appolonius
Rhodius’ reference discusses about an ttalian mission-



96

moGomotob Lodsmmgobo

ary Archangelo Lamberti and the 17th-18th century
travellers’ descriptions, which tell about sky burials in
Abkhazeti and summarizes that the burial tradition be-
ing attested in Iran, Bactria and Parthia in the period of
composing “Argounautica” in no way has anything in
common with the burial traditions observed in Colchis
[Kuftin 1949:186).

The Romanian scholar V. Lungu suggests that inhuma-
tion in the north-east Black Sea Coast part (Skyths) and
cremation burials relative over-abundance in the west
(Thracians, Getes) dating from Archaic to Hellinistic pe-
riod must be the result of different religious traditions,
which had to take place during cohabitation of Greeks
and local population during this period. Moreover, the
beliefs of certain philosophical sects or practices of per-
sons initiated in different misteries or cults (for instance,
the cult of Isis devotees) seemingly would have left
imprints on the funeral rites [V. Lungu 2002:133; Nock
1932:337}.

The Homeric poems suggest that when the body is cre-
mated, the soul is free to enter Hades, and it seems possi-
ble that the ancient Greeks believed the soul was released
from this world more rapidly and effectively through
cremation [Rebay-Salsbery 2012:19]. Metaphorically, ac-
cording to Heraclitus, the human soul is the spark of di-
vine fire [Bregvadze 2006: 37).The nature and character
of soul was a topic of much discussion in all aspects of
Greek art and philosophy, which had, by Plato, devel-
oped into a view that the soul was divine, immortal, and
contained the real and enduring personality. Together
with such belief, tradition of literary and orally transmit-
ted folklore had to play an important role: if we take into
consideration circulation of epic motifs and narratives, so
typical of ancient world, it should not be unexpected that
together with other elements of Greek culture, Homer's
“ljliad” and “Odyssey” would gradually become familiar
to local population; the passages of lliad and Odyssey
describe in detail cremation of the heroes [Patroclos (I,
23, 1610), Hector (Il. 24, 778), Elpenor (Od. 12, 11-15) and
Achilles (Od. 24, 65)] exclusively as a funeral rite*. lilustra-

tions of cremation can be viewed on Greek vases from
the Geometric Period onward. For confirmation of this
suggestion V. Lungu points to a fact that religious leader
of Thracians ~ Salmoxis is associated with the Greek Titan
Kronos. Here one might recall the parallelism between
the Georgian epic hero Amiran and Prometheus, which
might have had and has indeed historic ground for their
typological similarity: alike Prometheus, Amiran’s excep-
tional popularity, along with the Svan versions of orally
transmitted folklore, was expressed by the fact that this
purely secular motif has been boldly incorportated into
medieval Svanetian canonical church paintings, and ana-
logues of which cannot be found anywhere else in Geor-
gia. The further personage is lo from Argos, who crossed
the path between Propontis and the Black Sea and visited
Prometheus chained to the Caucasus mountain. The sto-
ry of lo may well be regarded as relevant to the resident
Greeks and local Phasns [Hind 2005:6).

It seems plausible to think these examples of accultura-
tion process of Thracia, Colchis and Greece should sup-
port the opinion about connection between burial tradi-
tion of Larilari burials and the Greek world. It seems also
not accidental that a black-painted Greek pottery was
uncovered in Larilari burial [Chartolani 1968:15), and if
we take into account existence of Greek imports in Col-
chian burials of this epoch, over-abundance of which is
especially rcognizable in the archaeological records from
the Pichvnari burials, we could admit the possibility of dis-
semination of the cremation practice via artworks as well,
since there is a number of Greek vases bearing the scenes
of cremation (Fig.1). Anyhow, V. Lungu after studying Or-
game, one of the biggest buriais of the archaic period on
the whole Black Sea Coast territory of the Greek coloniza-
tion comes to the conclusion that the earliest use of cre-
mation as a burial tradition coincides with the earliest pe-
riod of colonization of the whole Black Sea Coast territory
by the Greeks (Lungu 2002:135). Although we have the
earliest creamation funeral example in Georgia dated to
the 3rd millennium BCE in the Samgori burial the practice
of which was echoed thereafter in the Middle Bronze Age,
but together with inhumation, turning of the cremation
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into a funerary system from the 8th century BCE should
have been linked to the Greek world. This does not mean
that the local population had embraced the foreign tradi-
tion as a new culture, as as suggested by scholars, social
and economic contacts between two or more cultural
traditions may stimulate cultural change or modification
rather than create a “new” culture [Alekshin....1983:146}.
This can be proved by some cemeteries in Pichvnari be-
longing ethnically to the Greeks but bearing sertain traits
of the Colchian influence [Kakhidze 2007:225). From the
viewpoint of these connections, is especially noteworthy
the bronze figurines of riders seated side-saddle which
were unearthed in Colchis and which have analogues
in the same type figurines found in Heraion on Samos. It
has been suggested that the Samos 8th century BCE rider
which posses a mixture of traits ,should be produced in
the “workshop where the Greek, Orientalizing and Cauca-
sian elements were all present” [Voyatzis 1992: 271]. This
evident speaks about that the Colchian-Greek contacts
began much more earlier the Greek colonization.

Consequently, it is not accidental that there is a strik-
ing similarity of wail for deceased between the ancient
Greeks and population of historic Colchis. According to
T. Sakhokia's description, when someone died in Same-
grelo, women’s screaming and men’s uproaring was
heard in the village and this was the sign that a trage-
dy happened in a family. Empathy for these mourning
women was expressed as follows: women scratched
cheeks and bared chest with nails to the blood, tear hair
out... and a mourning song “Zari” (Lamenting) was sung
[T. Sakhokia 1940:29). As it is known Solon (ca. 640-560
BCE) was against any redundance both in the way of life
and in rituals; for example he forbid women to scratch
face, to beat the chest with the fists, he was against the
mourning texts created on purpose (this was confirmed
in Georgia - M.G.), loud shrieks during bearing out the
deceased, etc. It is doubtless that all this was already es-
tablished in Solon’s times [Surguladze 2003:14).

As noted by D. Kurtz and J. Boardman, there is also a
non-mythological scene in which the vase-painters rep-

resent the deceased - the prothesis. The deceased lies
on his bier attended by mourners who tear their hair,
lacerate their checks, and strike their heads and breast
in performance of the ritual lament [Kurtiz, Boardman
1971:144].

The 17th century Italian missionary Archangelo Lam-
berti noticed confirmation facts of similar interactions:
“..Besides that, the second day of Easter (in Samegrelo -
M.G.) is set for the remembrance of the dead when they
perform something similar to Greek’s funeral rite and
prayers”[Lamberti 1938:67].

Therefore, it is not accidental that platforms for funeral
feasts and prayers charachteristic of Greek burials is con-
firmed in Georgia as well [Kakhidze 2007:31]. In Athens,
at about 400 year BC cremation becomes less popular
(similarly as in Colchis) and as far as we do not have any
data of links between this fact and any religious chang-
es, scholars explain this fact by social and economic fac-
tors [Rebay-Salisbury 2012:20).

Certainly, searching direct trace of Greek colonization
at Larilari burial is pointless unlike searching burials of
Pichvnari, but the fact that we came across cremation
traces and Greek imports, it seems appropriate to in-
clude it into integrated space of this type burials of the
Black Sea area. Sh. Chartolani considers the same when
notes that “The Larilari burial is close to many archae-
ological monuments even by funeral rites of the de-
ceased” and then he lists a number of Black Sea north
and north-east locations and marks Brili burial in Racha®
in our region where deceased corpses and inventory are
burnt together on a vast for this purpose platform. By
his observation, the deceased, with clothes on and with
weaponry and jewels were burnt on one whole platform
in Larilari. That is why in the ashy layer weaponry and
jewelry of different persons are chaotically mixed [Char-
tolani 1968:315}.

Due to complete unexistence of any written or visu-
al material on full or partial cremation of the funeral
rites confirmed in Colchis, it is natural that all the data
we come across and which depicts real facts in foreign
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sources becomes exceptionally important. With this re-
gards, most valuable is data of Roman authors of Clas-
sical era, which depict real facts, together with others,
and answers the question raised in the beginning of this
study about partial cremation.

Cremation was established among Romans from 400
BC till 1st century AD. Macrobius, writing at the end of
the fourth century (370-430), says: “Although there is in
our age no practice of burning the bodies of the dead,
we know from reading that at the time at which it was
reckoned an honor to the dead that they should be giv-
en to the flames, if it ever happened that many bodies
were burnt together, the attendants usually added one
woman’s body to ten men’s”[Nock 1932:324]. In addition
to the fact that we learn about collective cremation, we
also learn that for the population living in the Christian-
ization century cremation is an event of distant past.

Selection of cremation as a funeral rite depended on a
family tradition and individual will [Toynbee 1971: 15]. Ac-
cording to Vitruvius, usually a deceased body was placed
on the top of logs of wood arranged orderly on each
other. To better catch fire sometimes papyrus was put be-
tween logs. The deceased’s personal items were put near-
by. Sometimes domestic animals were slaughtered there,
to see the deceased’d soul off to heaven. When the body
was burnt, the flames were put out by wine or other liquid
[Velishskii 1878:621], bones were collected by relatives
and put in a special container [cineranium, oss(u)arium,
olla, urna ], which then was placed either at home - in a
special burial chamber, or was buried in earth and either
block of stone or a big clayware was placed on the top.
At the end of cremation they said ilicet ("You can go™- ire
licet) [Toynbee 1971:101; Noy 2000:187].

As scholars note, cremation requires: heat, oxygen and
time. If from these three components one is limited,
full cremation cannot be done and that is why Roman
sources often mention “Half burnt” (semistrum), which
is the result of such limitation [Noy 2000:188]. By stan-
dard Roman method, burning of a corpse required 7-8
hours. in most cases cremation started at dawn or in the

evening and the process continued whole day or whole
night by permanent stoking up. Incomplete, partial
burning of a corpse that was reflected on bones, led to
the necessity to cremate it again, though it was not an
easy task and in most cases they did not see necessity to
cremate the body completely. As Pliny the Elder tells us
about one Roman, whose body was not easily cremated
due to his death through poisoning: as far as the body
contained poison the body blew up and cremation fire
was extinguished. Burning process often was hindered
by meteorological conditions - rain, snow, wind, etc; e.g.
Plutarch describes cremation process of Roman military
commander Sulla: “It was a cloudy morning and as they
waited for rain they did not put the corpse on the cre-
mation bed until nine o'’clock. Suddenly a strong wind
began and fire started to crackie. Had just happened
that the cremation bed turned into ashes and it was
time to gather bones, that suddenly it started to rain and
it was raining till night unceasingly. It seemed as if fate
accompanied him even during burial” [Noy 2000:188].
Sources describe other cases of partial cremation, which
were conditioned not only by meteorological but other
reasons such as political (partial cremation of the tyrant
Caligula) or social factors. Listing them will draw us far
away. Scholars also note that despite the fact that events
described in the sources mostly relate to elite, these pe-
culiarities of cremation rites equally applied to other lev-
els of the society.

It must be noted that partial burning of a body was per-
ceived as an unforgivable action both, for the deceased
and for those who were still alive, as the deceased would
not find eternal rest according to Roman faith.

Facts obtained from Roman world, which give us an op-
portunity to learn about the peculiarities of cremation
rites, | think, will assist to find explanation to partial cre-
mation practices or “going through fire” vague rite in
Larilari or other locations, and will outline perspectives
of further study in this or other way.
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Fig. 1. Croesus’ cremation on pyre. Greek amphora by Myson
Painter, detail, 5" century BCE, Louvre

1. Despite many text and iconographic data, some issues of re-
ligious orientation of Achaemenid kings are not resolved up to
date, though wht is known is that from Darius the Great’s times
(549-485/486 BC) representatives of Achaemenid dynasty called
themselves "worshippers of Ahura Mazda”.

2. Another example of non-coincideness of Zoroastrian religion
with real practice is the rite of animal sacrifice among ancient
Iranians. As noted by scholars, the Prophet Zarathustra was
against this tradition which he tried to replace by the ritual of
keeping the sacred fire consisting of prayers and meditation. It
seems that the Prophet appeared unsuccessful in his reforms
as after his death the practice of animal sacrifice was restored
[Gvelesiani 2013:50].

3. This is an ordinary pit-burial, but with one peculiarity: grave
bottom was paved with pebbles, and walls are of earth.

4 The Homeric ritual has also been compared to the Hittite royal
funeral rites, which prescribe burning the body, gathering up
the bones, wrapping them in a cloth, and placing them in a
container [Bacharova 2016:284, Note 73].

5 On the connections of the village Brili and Svaneti see Patarid-
ze 2011:22.
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