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Resume

Catherine Kvachatadze
Stone Reliel of 1682 from the Niabi Church

10* c. aisles vaulied church of St. George in Niabi (Kaspi disinict, eastem Georgia) was renewed in
1682 by the iniliative of Nicholas Magaladze. During Lhe renovalion, a reliel plaque was embodied in
the north [agade of the church.

Niabi relief seems 1o represent quite an unusual scene — almost in the cenire, a small hall-figure of
Christ blessing with His right hand and holding the Gospel in His lelt hand, is inscribed in n medallion.
Three animals: an ox, & mouflon and a lion are carved circularly around Christ. In the right pan of the
composition, a bush-like plant with stylised leaves and branches is depicted.

Neither an analogy of the Niab: reliel composition, nor a more or less similar scene is known in the
medieval Georgian fine arts a1 present. Depiction of the Blessing Saviour inscribed in a circular medallion

* 9 9303002407, 330060 Bga Latyybogdel giergboamas . . ., ag 9194
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- symbolising etemity - in the centre of a “rotating” composition fornmed by the circular amangement of the
anmals, as well as the bush-like plimt, indicalive of the Paradise — the Tree of Life — next to the Saviour,
is first and foremost, reminiscent of the Creation of the World - a scene widespread in the Christian fine
aris. I1is noleworthy that from the Biblical subjects, so rarely depicied in the Georgian fine ans, scveral
epsodes of the Gienesis are selecied and iucluded in the ilJlumination ol the Laie Medieval liturgical codex
— Kanchacu Zhamngulani (1674). Interesting questions are arisen by unusually decorative and stylised
treatment of the cross on the nimbus of Chiist in Niabi relief.

Niabi veliel composition fully corresponds to the complicated i diverse stylistic and iconographic
peculiarities of the epoch, within which it might be intempreted as an image of 1the Genesis episode.
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