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Resurne

Marine Kenia
[n¥tial Mural Decoration of the Lagami Church - New Findings

Early 11 ¢., initial mural decoration of the Lagami church, Jocated in the ground foor chapel of this
.wo-sloreyed church, has long been discussed in the scholarly literawure; however, opimens of the
icholars differed considersbly, concemning the reconstruction of the general iconographic programmme
of this fragmented decoration, as well as identification of its chronology, stylistic peculiarities and even
srovenance of the painter.

In 2000, restoration works were undertaken in the church, duning which new fragments were revealed,
confirming inaccurateness of various reconstructions of the iconographic programme of the murals put
forward in the past. Based on the newly revealed fragments it is evident that the general iconographic
programme conlained enlarged version of Deesis (Enthroned Saviour Aanked by the Virgin and St. John
the Baplist in the conch; St Archangels and Si. Peter and St. Paul on the vault), Annunciation (upper
register of the west wall) and individual images of Mariyred Saints - St. Theodore, St, Arlemius, St.
George (south wall), St. Barbara and St. Catherine (west wall).

Within Lhe general Thoephanic context, special emphasis is laid on the Incamation, thus, nccentuating
inseparable unity of the Two Natures in the Saviour, i.e. the fundamemntal doctrine of the Orthodox
Christienity. Due to its genera} concept, Lagami murals provide one more evidence of the stressed
fidelity towards true Diophisitism, which is also discernible in other, 8*-early 11* ¢c. Georgian mural
ensembles (Telovani, Tetri Udabno, Nezguni, several churches and chapels of the Sabereebi monastic
complex, Atsi, Ipkhi, Zhibiani).

At the same time, newly revealed fragments had provided additional proof of the author’s stalements,
conceming the general compositional arrangement of the ensemble and its stylistic peculiarities.
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