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Yeriko Shanidze
On the history of Gori urban fabric

In 2006-2007 as a result of inventory of the historical part of Gori that was provided by the
Ministry of Culture, Monuments Protection and Sport of Georgia, there were discovered a number
of historical buildings. whose cellars reveal similarity to stylistic determinants of the Georgian
secular architecture of XVII-XVII! century.

The most of the cellars located in the oldest part of he city and presently half buried in the
ground: 3, S. Chitadze Street., 5/9 and 24 A. Tsereteli Street (the corner of A. Tsereteli and S.
kherkheulidze Streets), 13/17 Bagrationi Street, 7, 7a, and 18 J. Shartava Street (the corner of J.
Shartava and V. Khakhniashvili Streets), 21, S. Rustaveli Street, and 7 Akhali lerusalem Street —
recently are deserted and have no function. However, they represent very interesting objects:
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The most of spaces are partitioned by arches; and the walls, built with bricks, rubble stones and
boulders, are dismembered by niches and fireplaces. Often, they have wooden, arch or flattop
ceilings. And it must be mentioned, that in the walls of most of them the windows for insolation are
milled.

To which period date the above mentioned cellars and whether it is possible to count them
constructed simultaneously with currently existed buildings? What their primary function was,
whether these underground spaces have in common with each other?

Comparing to the cellars of Tbilisi, living towers of late medieval, Gori’s Fortress, caravanserai
of the village in Pharavani. and according artistic - architectural and stylistic analysis (existence of
niches, shelves and chimneys, space of cellars, intensity of insolation, character of a laying of building
materials, designing and ctc.) it became possible to determinate probable preliminary dates and primary
functions of these cellars: Living: partitioned by niches into two floor cellar, by the address 3, S.
Chitadze Street and the ceilar of the house 18, Shartava street. Barrel shops, Workshops, and
Caravansaries: in the buildings situated: on the Akhali lerusalem Street, Ne7, Tsereteli Street Ne5/9,
Nt 24, and utility space in the cellar of the house situated on Rustaveli Street,Nz 21.

What about the cellars of the houses 7 and 7a, on Shartava Street, in spite of that recently
they are used as a storcrooms for food, probably they had other primary purposes.

Special status should be given to the 2 floor cellar of the house Ne13 /17, Bagrationi Street in
the Tsikhe district. There must be carrying out the complex researches on this and all above
mentioned cellars as well. Conducting such activities will help us to identify more precisely both
primary function, and age of cellars of Gori. It is quite possibly that undergrounds, in the
foundations of currentiy existed living houses keep earlier lays of dwelling or public buildings
that will provide insight into the settlement of XVIII-XIX centures and probably to much more

ancient city.
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