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Resume

Nino lIamanidze
Newly Discovered Altar (rom the Vill. Burdlanl

In Augusi 2004, Kakheli Archacological Expedition has discovered a rock-cut monastery in the village
Burdiani, not far from the village Manavi (Gare Kakheti, eastern Georgia). An altar adomed with the
rehiefs was found in the chancel of the monastery church.

Ifin terms of typology, reclangular altar (height - 101 cm., length — 60 cm., widlh — 48 ¢m) from Burdiam
is quite ordinary and widespread in Georgia, in tenns of its artistic treatment, i1 15 quite unique. Front side,
framcd with colonnets set along the edges, bears figure images arranged in three tiers (their height slightly
increases upwards). The relief 1s damaged, several its fragments were unearthed during the excavalions.
[zach of the three ticrs contains seven frontal figures, among which, the ceniral image is accenluated by
is size — in the upper tier. the Saviour with the crossed nimbus id represented in the centre, while in the
middle tier — the Virgin with the Child is discemible. Other figures are identified based on their vesiments
and auribules — in the upper lier, these are Aposties and in the middle tier - Holy Bishops; Warrior Saints
were, most likely, placed in the lower tier. Laieral facels of the altar are adomed with the vegelable
omameniation, while the back side is plain, teslifying to the fact that the aliar was set (o the wall.

Due to the postures (feet set apart with the heels pressed to each other), figure proportions, (reatment of
the vestments, combination of certain voluminous efTect with the prevailing linear manner, altar [rom
Burdiani shows affinity with the 6™-7" cc. reliefs (High Crosses, Zhaleti baptismal font, Kachagani cross.
church of the §loly Cross in Miskheta), but most akin to it is the 7* c¢. Zedazeni plaque with the Ascension
(?) and the nnages of Abbots. That is why, Burdiani allar should also be ascribed lo the 7 c.

Iconographic programine of the ahar is detennined by its liturgical funcuion ~ depiction of the Saviour
accompanied by the Aposiles (prefiguring Communion of the Apostles, widespread later), below, ol the
Virgin with the Holy Bishops (lestilying o the Divine Mystery), and lower, of St. Martyrs, definitely
bears (he Eucharisiic meaning. Depiction of inages on one plane, one above the other, following a stnet
hierarchic order, inds direct analogies in the 6™-7* cc. relicfs of High Crosses, while certain “strangeness™
— Comimunion of the Apostles in the upper tier, the Virgin accompanied by the Saints and not the Apostles
— can, on the one hand, be explained by the fact that the iconography was not yet {ully established and.
on the other, by the analogies found in the Eastern Christian art.

Noteworthy is the arrangement of the images in three tiers on the Burdiani ahar, which was later established

as a general rule in the apse decorations of Castern Christendom. 1t can be supposed Lhat prefigurations
ol the apsidal decorations should be sought in the liturgical fumiture,
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