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& 95. 246: G Nioradze, Der Verwarhfund von Kveino Sasirethi, Eurasia Septeminionalis Antiqua, VI1, Helsinki,
1932 T. 1. Achundov, 1. G, Nanmanov, Ncue Forschungen zur Mitlleren Bronzezeit in Azerbaidzan, Georgica, 19,
Konsianz, 1996, 5. 54; T. Axyuaon, Jipeane norpedenua Wekr. Marepuaauuan kynurypa, Bavy. 1993: C. A,
l:cann, Cxyawnvypa apenncii Apscnin, Epesan. 1980, yad. 27.28-1, 2. 3, 29-33; C. T Neac;oxan, Jlopu-Bepa.
Lperan, gv. 28, 32; C. T flencwmir, Cacna KVALTL QAI¢HR B Ipesieii Apyeian. lcropusu-punoroniuecknil wypha,
Epenan, 1992, Ne2, 141-142; T. C. Xawatpai. Aprukcknii nekponais, Fperan, 1979, Al 1420 AL Tpuropan, H.
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o, hajoprgdio dobsatilioh Tydggaere. baGsgo  bygeeldatgoes  doosghydguen.
bymeeddgtoms epqendm bhyaenile deobhysml dq@Gmens bns. mgomeh gpogas o
l'm[gbol‘mlaﬁ o o dnigdaeres deuléiage bablidiom, Gedpnomas; opoe hawa@ol widdob
Aodathio Gonspngdl (Foogergming Nell Gab. 1-2). Tgshua@i@on gy gmea@ Jope-
ghBoerby gagngg dwamide benadeitigyone opng@gde sbh bogagdaoe pedio'logogdos
Amaaghagdyera. byaerdd@aes Anhasdilin madafgdom voaagdhs s bapasdhy)
asdmbahgera boddmarndo bodbgdmnsa aabhbopnn ?

Tathoannb An'babos dgprma Lsdpdiml dooprernobs.ms JsGorgeno geps jpmafygueoe
wa gebmydagoyere fobaggdol deilypenogdom yabodsdigyel godad)=-Voorpopmaol
sthjaenmempondin yaondaGel gheenl dGabesddma boddepraéo dhodyhpembs,

gOerby adagdpdgee UHahatidghn, abyy Goymag doggaeedeeal labgenly
adémymn Goggoprn dobide dmbafouny ggpues bbja Jeillebybinoms ws hadafy-
dgere Jimegdgdon - Aogyuagdperob pogeregds badpddgaitgure ob (ghyhydilhibgero
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' 1. Byaan, ¥Yp xaxurces. Mocuma. 1961, 3. £1-97: B. A. Aacumni, Colnakian crpyaTypa i norpedainHuii
obipan apcsrcoxuncacsecm obuwices. Jlennwnrpad, 1986, aa. 137-149, 11 Z. Kosay, Ausgrabungen von Alaca-
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‘A, O. Muausiainn, Pacsonkn kypranos 1a nobepease 1. Ceman B 1956 . Coberesan apxeoionin. Mockna,
1957. Ne2. ) 149. G. Mansfeld, B. Krozingen, walish. By’ 3. 52.
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defibgus  hesgguagrgto wadgedmaems s lgglobo gaco Madyhpemadom  gaezab Uosluoadig))dmal
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EROTRON. ind.. 1976, ok L19. .\;l'\:m Mn.‘mﬁ‘m?){fln:l E‘ﬂl'):lm‘l“':lﬂh .\6.\(’)3;'!'1 IL\J{1;J;|3Q:II ;F‘l(lll(”u-‘\rn"'lﬂ:ln
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'* E. Akurgal, Die Kunst der Hethiter. Mainchen. 1976, gad. 8,9. 11
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= X. 3. Kepaon, Caosapb ciistsonos, M; 1994,

24



s JgmprmpegGo pneedtob AGshmadifgdog sealifnigdh.

wa Gdogmgol @adrpeoio badinl Gmamcg 9amGogaho Lagthagob godmyghadob
Aojdo Vpdmbabygrns Lgebyghio Ladymemgastio bodpytol Labyemfmpgdade - bake”,
GaTlog ‘barobs s lodegdol,blom padn@gdol Anbsatlimddng oaonggmdalboah ghoap®,
hati; ol Gy gem Soggoemdgmon aagngngdol 0d gdapmabie §ab-figggengdal abadig emo
godgngds @agobahmin®. 33 Gofsmmab ©sgaglntigdom banhgmghma Lodygs . hda"-b
320053 3033, A5y .pobliha”, Lasmgdali-ag3 Eﬂ'ﬂﬁoahm. abyg p0¥ggob Hodomoma @o
Vatydal Gggaeen Ngigegt Lagegeme e, spbabeB6ages, sbggy dmd bodygs ,,bds"-roab
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Resume

Nino Gomclauri
Semantics of the Minor Bronze Sculpture of Lchashen-Tsltelgori Archaeological Culture

EMorescence of the plastic art on the termitory of Georgia in the 15%-13* ce. B.C. is linked with the
sociely of Lchashen-Tsitelgori (L-T) cullure residing in the entire central South Caucasus (\emitory of
caslerm Georgia, Armenia and north-west Azerbaijan). This society is distinguished by highly developed
mctallurgy, confirined by the use of complex casting technique and production of the openwork hollow
objects of high artistic merits, which differ [rom the samples of the minor plastics [rom Eurasia. Due to
their artistic merits and complex casting lechnique, chariot standards discovered in the rich tombs of this
culture are definitely distinguished among 1he artefacts of this cullure. Funeral rite of these tombs is akin
to that of the royal graves of Near East. Apan from other aitnibules, chariol standards are also indicative
of the high social position of the deceased.

South Caucasian chariot standards, fixed 1o the chariot at the junction of the pole and the yoke. compnse
a vertical shall for fixing it o the chariot and a zoomorphic hollow figurine with a ratle placed in it.
Chanot standards, essemial components of the funeral rite, symbolically connecled lwo worlds - the
world ol the living and the world of the dead, serving as a conneclion beiween the sky and the earth. This
mediatory function of 1he standards secins most lhikely 10 explain placing of birds, heavenly crealures
and animals with their horus reaching the sky on the vertical axis of the antefacts. The same is confirmed
by the presentation of the standard shafi in the form of a Aourished tree with the symbol of the vital
power, which, according 10 the Mesopotamian mythology, is a link between the realins located along the
veruical. The faci that standards are imparned with the symbolisim of the idea of lile is also evidenced by
representing a face of a snake on us shall - according o Shumer and Achad legends, the snake resides
in the roots of the world ircc.

Signs and omaments depicted on the sculplures illustrate the same idea: a eross with bent arms - denotes
ciemal movement, a triangle - is a symbol of unmortality. etemity. One of the widespread ormamental
motifs, found on 1he bronze objects ol L-T cullure - a sequence of triangles altematingly set on botiom
and on lop, expressing the motion upwards and downwards — symbolises inter-allernaling process of life
and death, thus, continuity of life and a belief in aimmontality.

Rowauon of the figunnes on standards and rmuling funciion also had a special syinbolic significance
~ endless movement and mediatory (unction (funclion of rattling standards with zoomorphic figurines
and that of the musical mstruments 1s the same). Sacred contents expressed through signs in the standards
1s materialised in the artistic form. Noteworthy is polishing of the surface of the zoomorphic images,
creating an effect of shining, glittering luninousness, akin to the heavenly bodies.
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