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Tamar Dadiani

Iconography of the Warrior Saints on Horscback in the
Early Medieval Georgian Sculpture (6"-8" cc.)

The article is focused on the analysis of two groups of compositions with Warrior Saints
on horseback. The first group comprises scenes of the Early Christian (6™ c.) stelac.

On Georgian stelae Warrior Saints are represented combating a dragon, testifying to the
fact that in Early Middle Ages these images had purely symbolic meaning and were not linked
with the iconography of St. George’s Miracle with the Dragon. widespread later (11"-12%
cc.). It seems likely that such symbolic compositions were created based on images and
mythological beliefs widespread in the Pre-Christian world. Warrior Saints on horseback
represented on the stelae show certain affinity with the samples of both Hellenistic and Sas-
sanid art.

Noteworthy is the identification of the Warrior Saints. The one represented on the Khozhor-
na stele is identified as St. George based on the preserved fragment of the accompanying
inscription. The same identification is also confirmed by the iconographic features (curly
hair) of the Saint. This is most important for the study of the development of iconography of
St. George, since it contradicts the established opinion that in Georgia St. George was depicl-
ed in only iconographic type — piercing a godiess king. At the same time. emergence of the
Image of St. George in the 6™ c. is one more proof of his particular popularity in Georgia,
whose cult was already quite developed here by that time.

Second group under discussion comprises samples of a somewhat later period (7"-8"
cc.), throwing light on the further stage of development of the iconography of Warrior Saints.
If the compositions of the 6™ c. stelae form a separate group differing from the monuments
of the later date, scenes on the reliefs of the Martvili church (7% c.) and Tsebelda chancel-
barrier (7"-8" cc.) show those innovations, which later on become characteristic of the
iconography of Warrior Saints on horseback in Georgia.

Martvili facade reliefs present the first case, when St. George is shown piercing a king
and two confronting Warrior Saints are piercing one dragon. Martvili compositions, due to
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their relatively free iconography. seem likely to be the first sample in the sequence of the
known analogous representations.

Closer afflinity to the images of a later date is seen on the reliefs of the Tsebelda chancel-
barrier. bearing images of confronting Warrior Saints. each piercing a human and a dragon
respectively. This composition. characteristic and widespread in Georgia over the centuries,
is often found in all branches of the Georgian art from the 9* c. onwards.

Precision of the date of the discussed monuments is very important for the study of the
development of iconography of the Warrior Saint on horseback. In the scholarly literature the
stelae are unanimously dated to the second half of the 6™ c., which is confirmed not only by
the iconographic and stylistic traits, but also by such a noteworthy detail, as a stirrup.

More disputable is the problem of dating Martvili and Tsebelda reliefs. The author shares
the viewpoint put forward by G. Chubinashvili and N. Aladashvili, ascribing Martvili reliefs to
the 7% c.; as for Tsebelda reliefs. following R. Schmerling and N. Aladashvili, she dates them
to the 7*-8"™ cc.

333



) N

Gob 1. Jgolgadol ©®Moydabho dGwsdm@oEsb. Gob 2. berge@hbol Jgabggde.

SR g
- ) Y 'vF-'L'l !
R ™, i

N
|
. ;
\ RNE °
-!11;. o '; A
AREE T R west e
[ PRIy -“:'h,all'?. it fi !
Y r;{"!i. sy d

boh. 3. déodm@aly oo
Jaobgado.

bob. 4. Fmagol [Jgobgade
(3 GJopoBgogmal dobgogom)




".u_, ) \u{/(/:_
\JJJ)»)\)\S:S 2D
|

bob. 5 dod@gommal woboggenqmo 3M0'bol ymd3mbacos.

bob. 6 doA@gogmal psbsgmgma
gMobol ymd3mbaggee.

335



{'f : ) ‘

\ .
/1 ! \% é
( o pen QU2N
A\ : z ;
iy 8 Aty '
ARV Ay
| e O
: (g & \ |
S |
|‘ ‘\l D. \ [0 | '_‘N
| ) u{c |
| , ~ '
l W ADS '

bob. 7 (gdgerwol 3ob9aols

Mm@y Goms. bad. 1 Jgobgadolb gGopdgbho

dGwsdmGowsh
(Lgds @0, bAydgmgal dobgogom.)

bg@. 2 bogo@bol Jgobggdo

336



i@, 3 dGdpsdm@ol oo Jasbggdo

L@, 4 dod@gomal Esbagmgmo
1Gobol 3md3dmboczoo.

bg@. 5 doMBgomol psbagemgmo
g@0bol ymddmboios bg@. 6 Fgdgmpol §obygemols

dgmeg god



