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Resume

Nino Zaalishvili
New Evidences on the Life and Creative Activity of the Repressed Georgian Arlists

Dozens ol arlists were repressed over the history ol the Soviet regime in Georgia. In 1937-1938, executed
were outstanding Georgia artists: Dimirti Shevardnadze, Vakhtang Kotetishvili, Peter Otskheli, Henrik
Hrinevski, Alexander Duduchava, Richard Karl Zommer, young sculptor Otar Kremer.

Within the (mmewaork of the project = “Georgian Art in the Epoch ol the Towalitarianism™ — implemenied
by the Georgian Art Development Centre “An Arsis™, as well as during the preparation of the symbolic
exhibition — “Murdercd Soul, Repressed Artists™ - in the Omega Gallery, in February 2004, new names
were revealed, verihed were places and dates ol the artisis” execution, as well as collecled was information
on the acuvily of those left alive.

Apart from those repressed for political reasons, artists were also included in any other calegones of the
guilty: wives of the “enemies of the nation” (Raisa Mikadze, Maria Herzleld, Liziko Kitsmarishvili),
people German enigin or those martied Lo the ethnic Germans (Nino Zaalishvili-Weis, Julius Hening)
were deported to Kazakhstan. The tragic of the situation is even greater, keeping in mind efforts made by
acad. S. Janashia and N. Muskhelishvili lo save Oskar Shmerling's daughter, art historian Rene Shmerling
and the Weis Family. Only part of the artists (e.g. sculptor V. Pataridze) managed to retum lo the creative
aclivily aficr their return [rom depriation.

Artists, who were captives of the World War 1l and returned to their Motherland after the War was over,
were inmediately deporied Lo the cainps in the Norih of the USSR,

Artists and art historians were among lhose deported 1o the Central Asia in 1950s, as relatives of emigrants
or of 1the caplives of the World War LI (Ts. Kandelaki, G. Maskharashvili).

No lesser tragic were results of the moral 1error and ideological pressure on the artists (L. Gudiashvili,
A. Bazhbeuk-Melikov, V. Sherpilov, especially, D. Kakabadze).
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