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Salome Bakhia — Okruashvili

Family and Family Every — Day Life of the Georgian
Population of Azerbaijan (Ingilos)

"Saingilo” is the historical territory of the eastern part of the united
Georgia, outskirts of Kakheti. It is located in the Alazani gorge. At the
beginning of the Soviet rule three regions: Belakani, Zakatala and Kakhi found
themselves within the frames of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Forced
Islamization of the population of Georgia was the result of robbery and violent
actions of Iran and the Ottoman Empire, Muslim mountain nomadic groups and
communities of Lezgin (Dagestan). Despite grate pressure Christian population
having Georgian identity lives compactly only in Kakhi region. Georgian
population of Kakhi managed to maintain their culture. “Saingilo” and
“Ingilo” in Persian language means “uprooted”, “eradicated” and was
connected with “taming” or becoming Muslim.

Study of the family every- day life issues of “Ingilos” and customs
connected with them reflected peculiarities of the 18" — 19" centuries social,
economic, ideological, psychological and demographic every - day life.
Besides, on this territory mainly two forms of the family, large and individual,
were recorded. Large families were in majority even in the first half of the 20"
century. Undivided family, where brothers, cousins and some generations lived
together, could better protect itself from the enemy.

The structure, composition, control system, social norms, economy,
rights of men and women, etc. of the large family in Kakhi region was similar
to the large family both in West and East Georgia. Because of the influence of
the Muslim population there is some terminological diversity.

Ethnographic materials and materials of the scientific literature tell us
that in Kakhi region Georgians observed the traditional norms of family life
very well. After the decay of the large family, separation and division of the
property was made between the brothers of the older generation. The estate and
movable properties used to be divided equally. Daily income of victuals
divided between family members equally.

“Ingilos™ attended church services and participated in all festivals. But
the hart and the “holy bin” attached to Dedabodzi (the main pillar in the
interior of the traditional Georgian house) were believed as the sacred place
and the holy relic of the family. The Day of Umdzrakhoba (silence, not uttering
a word) was also believed as a domestic feasting day.

Modern Georgians who live in Kakhi region do not become Muslims
and do not assimilate with Azerbaijanians but are integrated with them. All of
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them speak Azerbaijanian language. Despite of this, they have not appropriate
living conditions. They are not employed. In our opinion, governmental
structures of Azerbaijan should have created appropriate conditions for their
ethno-cultural development like Azeris have in Georgia. It is necessary to
create an outlook, a model of civilized activities, which should save without
serious damage the remains of Georgian ethnicity living on their territory. The
friendly relations of two countries, Georgia and Azerbaijan, should not be
hindered or deteriorate either.
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