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Nino Gambashidze
Feast Connected with St. David Garejeli

Regarding commemoration of St. David Garejeli noteworthy is the history of his abode in
Thilisi, Mamadaviti (St. Father David), i.e. Mtatsminda (Holy Mount). As evidenced by the
literary sources and oral tradition, St. Father, on his arrival from Syria and before leaving for
Gareja, stayed here in a little cave. In the 10" c. a monastery was founded on this place, which
was called Mtatsminda in honour of Tviron on Mount Athos (monks of the Athonite Georgian
monastery stayed there when in Tbilisi, thus, it was a metochion of the famous Georgian
monastery). Respectively, lwo names of the mountain (Mamadaviti and Mitatsminda) reflect
two cvents of its history. In 1543, Nikoloz and Davit Gabashvili built a monastery of the Virgin
on the place of the old monastery destroyed in the 14" ¢. In 1810, a chapel of the Transfiguration
was built on its ruins and in 1859-1871 — the church of St. David. As evidenced by the literary
sources. “Mamadavitoba™ (feast of Mamadaviti) is celebrated on Thursday after Ascension. It
is noteworthy that, if in the 6"-10" cc., veneration of St. David was quite strong, in the 10" c,,
when the so to say Athonite stage in the history of the Georgian Church began, St. David’s
name scemed to be drawn to the background and “Mtatsminda” came forth. It is noteworthy
that in the 16™ c. again the monastery of the Virgin was butilt here. From the 17" ¢., St. David
Garejeli was given more attention — new version of the “Vita” was made, his commemoration
was cstablished in the liturgical practice and it is characteristic that in the 19" c. the church of
the Transfiguration was built here — main church of Gareja monastery is also dedicated to the
Transfiguration — and later it was replaced by the church of St. David. However, this was not
limited to St. David only —in the 18" c., Anton [ wrole a special homily dedicated to the monk
slaughtered at the Easter night in Gareja and established their commemoration.

In regards 1o commemoration of St. David, one more thing should be noted: according to
toane-Zosime's calendar, this is the day of the Virgin of Bethlehem and, respectively, Bethlehem
cave is cchoed by Lhe cave of St. David and, in this respect, erection of the church of the Virgin
here in the 10" c. seems to be understandable. Besides, St. David preached on Thursdays and
his death day was Thursday and this is also the day of the Virgin. At the same time, Kvashvetoba
(feast of the Kvashveti church), i.e. the feast of the church, where St. David preached, is
celebrated in the weck of Myrophores, which is strange, since the church is dedicated to St.
George. According to loane-Zosime’s calendar, this is the day of the Holy Cross in Mtskheta
and it scems most likely that the first, 6" c. church, built on this place, was dedicated to it.
foanc-Zosime's calendar provides answer to one more question — leaving Thbilisi, St. David
stayed on the “Mount Jojo™ (on the left bank of the river Mtkvari), in a cave, where later
“Jojooba” feast was celebrated on Tuesday after Easler — women came. It is considered that,
actually, this is *Dodooba” (feast of Dodo) and St. Dodo (disciple of St. David Garejeli) used to
reside here. But according to loane-Zosime's calendar, this is the commemorative day of the
Virgin and the Myrophores, which again points to St. David and his intrinsic ties with the Virgin.
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