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David Khoshtaria
To the History of Theti Cathedral

Theti cathedral is the most significant monument of historic Shavsheti (south-western Georgia,
present Turkey). As evidenced by the Chronicle of Sumbat Davitisdze and Chrnicle of
Kartli, its construction was commissioned by Eristavt-eristavi Ashot Kukhi, who dicd ia $18;
respectively, the church was built in early 10 c. However, it is long ascertained that the cathedral
had undergone several transformations. Based on the results of expeditions organised by Georgian
scholars in 1990s, it is possible to reconstruct entire historic life of the cathedral. It became
clear that:

1. The earliest building, traces of which are still preserved, was "a central structure, eight-
armed or eight-apsed, inscribed in polyhedron, where cross-arms were divided by mcans of
triangular niches. Preserved fragments (ornamentation on the window termination and decoration
of the niche) show that this church shouid be ascribed to the 960-70s. Accordingly, this is not the
church built by Ashot Kukhi, although it might be a reconstruction of the latter.

2. In late 10" c. large-scale building activity took place in Tbeti, resulting in the erection of
the church, which has up to now preserved its major composition. This, the third church is
cross-shaped with the apse in the East ands three rectangular cross-arms; four large piers are
added in the comners of the central bay; they support four pointed arches with pendentive-
squinches above them; south cross-arm used to be three times shorter that the extant one, while
the north cross-arm equalled the width of the extant one: however, an annex was added to it
later and the first floor gallery was formed (initially, the gallery was only in the west cross-arm).
Donor relief (embodied in the pilaster in the 19* c.), identified as a portrait of Ashot Kukhi,
belongs to the same chronological layer, i.e. late 10® . or early 11" c. tall omamented bases of

8l
2 H. Mapp, fneenun, ag. 16. o dfadmmdol yghgdn, o 1, ag- 469-470.

O. Aytekin, Ortagad'dan Osmanif Dénemi . iy i oagi s
1999, 33. 191-195, 803, 120 manil Donemi Sonuna Kadar: Artvin'deki Mimari Eserler, Ankara,
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the dome-supporting piers and part of the exterior window decoration can be ascribed to the
same date.

3. Fourth chronological layer of the Tbeti cathedral is dated to the 11* c. At that period north
annex was added, south cross-arm and pastophories were elongated, arcature was arranged
and part of the exterior decoration was made (carvings belonging to the second and the third
layers are superb samples of the Georgian architectural ornamentation).

4. In mid 13" ¢, south cross-arm was renewed (these works were carried out on a far lower
level, as compared to the preceding epochs).

5. Last important renovation was undertaken in the 14" ¢, rather in its first half, on the
dome. According to J. M. and N. Thierry, murals preserved in the apse are of the 12-13" cc.
Entircly vanished murals of the west cross-arm should have been executed in the 15"-16" cc.
(at that period proper, the church was re-consecrated to St. George).

As known from the scholarly literature, the church had an inscription, a stele and a bell-
tower (built by Shahbuza Tatukhadze in 1527, as mentioned in the inscription). The church,
desolated in the second half of the 17" c. was most severely damaged by the explosion of it.
greatesl part in 1961.
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