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Merab Kezevadze
On Ecclesiastical Objects Beloging to Jruchi Monastery Kept in Gelati

Over the centuries, Gelati monastery was one of the largest depositories of the ecclesiastical
treasuries in Georgia. It housed not only objects, which were produced locally or donated 10
Gelati, but also precious icons and crosses (e.g. icon of the Virgin from Khakhuli, icon of the
Virgin from Atskuri, etc.) brought 1o the monastery from all over Gerogia. On 30 October 1919,
due to the current situation in the Georgian Democratic Republic and based on a report N 3776 of
23 QOctober, of the Kutaisi Patriarchate Council, Catholicos Council of Georgia had taken a decision
on temporal removal of objects from Jruchi, Katskhi and Chelishi monasteries to Gelati
(simultaneously, objects from Tsalenjikha, Kortskheli and Chkadua Akhaldaba monasteries were
taken to Khobi monastery, while manuscripts and tapestry belonging to thesc three monasteries
were brought to Thilisi Ecclesiastical Museum). Alongside this order, on 27 Novmber 1919, Kutaisi
Patriarchate Council had issued an instruction to hand over objects of Jruchi monastery to Nestor,
abbot of Gelati monastery, according to the hand over list of objects. Based on this decision, on 20
January 1920, 47 objects were brought to Gelati monastery from Jruchi (as cvidenced by the
record of 1906, Jruchi monstery had 60 icons, 15 silver chandeliers, 48 vestments for high clergy,
191 vestments for clergy, 88 manuscripts, etc.). As seen from the hand over list, among these
were 13 icons, 11 crosses, 10 chandeliers, 4 Gospels, 2 Panagiae, etc., as well as donations of the
brothers Grigol and Davit Tsereteli (the latter was a metropolitan). List of ecclesiastical objects
taken abroad by the Menshevik Government of Georgia in February 1921, included in Sh.
Amiranashvilt’s book “Museum Treasury Taken from Georgia at Various Periods and Its Return”
(Tb., 1978), names objects commissioned by the Tseretelis. It is known that from 18" c. Jruchi
was a family monastery of the Tseretelis and their donations were made (o this particular monastery
and not any other in western or eastern Georgia. Besides, on 23 November 1920, lurther to the
instruction of the Georgian Government, objects belonging to Gelati were housed in Kutaisi Treasury
and, as indicated in a publication in the newspaper “Sakartvelo” (10 December 1920), objects
belonging to Jruchi monastery were also among them. After this, in Kutaisi, in February 1921, E.
Takaishvili had selected objects (18 boxen) to be taken to France from those housed in the Treasury.
5 objects donated to Jruchi monastery by the Tseretelis (in reality they should have been more)
mentioned by Sh. Amiranashvili should have been included in these selected objects.
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