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Summary

In the study - The Symbolic Meaning and Metaphorical
Language of Two Visions from The Life of St. Nino — two visions of St.
Nino and twelve women, linked with the lifting and erection of Sveti-
tskhoveli (the Life-Giving Pillar), are analized, which are image-ideas
having a symbolic loading. The events described in the first vision
(destruction of mountains, damming up and overflowing of waters,
terrible thundering), as St. Nino explains, indicate the destruction of
unbelief, “damming up” of the blood of the sacrificed children. The
foundation of a Christian church cannot be laid at a place where the
basis of the Armazi idol — the Armazi-Zaden mountains — stands firmly.
Therefore, the first event in this vision is exactly the destruction of these
mountains. The realia shown in the first vision are related with different
episodes of the work, which allows understanding their metaphorical
language. The relation of St. Nino and twelve women with Mary
Magdalene and the Myrrh-bearing women in general, that of “the Holy
of Holies”, Sveti-tskhoveli — with Moses’ Tent and Solomon’s Church
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(and many others) is manifested here too, which is offered by the present
authors in order to illustrate the link of the episodes dealing with the
conversion of Karth from The Life of St. Nino with Biblical stories.

The second vision (invasion of the Persians, the ravaging of
Kartli and driving out of the Persians by St. Nino) is the prophecy on the
overcoming of Persian Mazdaism, its rituals and aggression of every
kind. Persia is not shown openly in the work as an opposing power
either from the religious or political viewpoint. What is hidden in reality
is revealed in the sphere of vision and is overcome there by divine
agency, which is finally confirmed by the crection of the Pillar and
construction of the Sveti-tskhoveli church.

Both visions, along with the symbolic loading, demonstrate
clearly how the irrcal, perceived as truth, penctrates into and is
contained in the real, how the heavenly descends to earth and elevates
the earthly nature to heaven, like the life-giving pillar of light.



