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Resume

Veriko Shanidze
To the Date of the So Called “Alexander Tower™ in the Laura of St. David Garejeli

The so called “Alexander Tower” in the Laura of St. David Garejeli, the main monaslery of the Gareja
desert, belongs Lo those strugtures of Gareja, which up to now cause difference of viewpoints.

The 1ower is localed in the upper courtyard of the Laura, being a sample of the lower-like dwelling
deprived of a defence function. From the outside il represents a cylindrical body of broken stone, with
the brick rows, marking ils two floors and a row of vertically laid stone, marking its upper level; at the
same time, the character of the masonry, although showing no clear logic, does neither seem to be made
ofThand. More theroughly thought ofT are the 1ower interiors. On the ground Aoor, there is a decahedral
compariment, divided into two by a moulded comice; door is arranged in one of the facets. Opposite
the door, there is a fircplace; on four sides, windows are arranged n rectangular niches. Upper “lier” is
occupicd by the lancet niches inscribed in a rectangle. Omamental painied decoration of the compartment
is almost to1ally lost. The compartment is provided with a Rat wooden roofing. The first floor is octahedral;
here again, omamented fireplace and the door are located opposile cach other, the sides are divided by
comices, windows are cul in cach of the facel. Vaulied roofing is richly articulaled and covered with the
stucco omamentation. Niches af the lower “tier™ are adomed with 1he omamental painted decoralion
and those of the upper “tiers™ - with the figurative painted decoration (fully preserved are images of two
Apostles above the fireplace).

19" ¢. authors ascribe the tower 1o the donor activity of Alexander 1i, king of Kakheti ( t 1605). G.
Chubnashvili - although, not fully convinced - still considered tlus date accepiable. The dale seemed
doubtful 10 W. Ueridze. while L. Reheulishvili dated the tower 1o the second half of the 18% ¢

Indeed. cylindrical fornm of Ihe tower, small number of storeys, difference of the shapes inside and
oulside. absence of the gable rool, all are features, which “Alexander Tower” shares with the [8* c.
towers {(and not the 1 7" ¢. structures); mienor decoration and architectural fonns show affinity with the
18" ¢. buildings in Gareji. while the exterior masonry s akin o that of the latc ! 7 ¢. enclosures and
cateway (1695) of the Laura.
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