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Nestan Sulava

Artistic Function of a Cave and Desert in “Vepkhistkaosani”

Tariel knighthood in the panther’s skin is limited in the time and space. He puts on the a
robe and a hat of panther’s skin before going to the desert or settling down in the cave. While
leaving the cave, he appears without the panther’s robe, while going to fight at Kajeti castle he
wears a miracle armour which he found in the cave. Consequently, Tariel wears the panther’s
robe only while wandering in the desert or settling down in the cave.

From the mythos, philosophical and literary point of view a cave and desert convey the
special function. In “Vepkhistkaosani” they represent multi-faceted allusion and symbol.
Panther-skinned Tariel’s settlement in the cave and desert is following: 1. mythical allusion
(Zeus, Polyphemus, Pan, Satyrs, Nymphs, Persephone, Amirani, etc.); 2. literary allusion
(Odysseus, Oedipus); 3. historical allusion (Pharnavaz); 4. biblical allusion (Abraham, Jacob,
Joseph, David Prophet, Elias, Jesus Christ, Lazarus, etc); 5. Hagiographical allusion (Shio
Mgvimeli, David Garejeli, lllarion Kartveli, etc). Plato’s allegorical myth on a cave served as a
theoretical basis for Mgvimeli’s myth.

A cave and desert is a place for spiritual experience, the source of penetrating into
kindness. Thus, when Tariel leaves the cave, he starts to perceive the God, the universe,
kindness, his ego. In the cave Tariel succeeded in overcoming “the cave conscience,” from the
materialistic he rose to the perception of ideas of divine reality and gained the genuine
knowledge and wisdom of the god, the universe and self-conscious after which the divine justice
and total harmony was reached.
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