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NESTAN SULAVA

FOR THE GENRE ANALYSIS OF NIKOLOZ
GULABERISDZE WORKS

The work of Nikoloz Gulaberisdze — “Reading about Reading of
Column of Lifc, the robe of Christ and the Whole church* — is extremely
noteworthy from the point of view of genre, because it simultancously
presents the specific characteristics of several branches of theological
literature, namely: hagiographic, homiletic, historical, philosophical,
hymnographic genres. There was no special discussion about the genre
of the works, but an indirect opinion was expressed, according to which
it is considered polygenre. This issue has not been the subject of special
observation, which is why the issue of the genre of “reading”
undoubtedly requires research. NikolozGulaberisdze's work is dedicated
to the three sanctities, which is why it belongs to the hagiographic genre,
but at the same time, it also corresponds to the specific features of
homiletic works, that is why it is called “reading”, its main purpose is to
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glorify thc Lord's robe, the Column of Lifc and the Whole church =
Svetitskhovli. Therefore, it is homiletic-panegyric in nature. This is how
k. Kekelidze and I. by Javakhishuvili.

The historical, philosophical and theological issues raised in the
writings of NikolozGulaberisdze are rclated to cach other, which is
cvaluated by IvaneJavakhishvili as a single system, using which Nikoloz
intends to fill the shortcoming that Georgians had compared to other
nations, in particular, Greeks. The main goal of IvaneJavakhishvili's
article was to show the face of NikolozGulaberisdze as a histonian,
philosophcr, a deep connoisseur of church history, and to determine the
importance of thesc views, the discussion of which led to the conclusion
that Nikoloz had the ability and talent for observation and deep thinking.
However, he did not consider his writings to be the full expression of his
talent and noted with disappointment that he could have done more,
which is based on the discussion at the beginning of his writings on
philosophy, acsthetics, church history, and the philosophy of history.

In NikolozGulaberisdze's writings, story-history, the same story-
history, and story-miracle, thc same God's will-miracle, are mixed, the
reflcction of which has one goal: to show the spiritual transformation of
the Georgian nation and its spiritual mission. Story-history, topic-history
is imagined in the philosophical aspect, and the history of the robe of the
Lord and St. Nino's depiction of the ncws of the conversion of
Georgians, together with the religious one, also implies an aesthetic
vision, since what happcns rcgularly in Georgia is exalted and creates a
sense of beauty. Miraculous cvents occur as a result of the writer's faith
and uniquc thinking. Thus, the works of NikolozGulaberisdze are
mainly hagiographic, but they also contain homiletic features.
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