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Resume

Samson Lezhava
Several Samples of the Timber Architeclure in Racha

In November 2004, the author, together with the architect Katsia Giorgobiani, had organised an expedition
to Racha, wesiern Georgian highlands, 10 record and study samples of the so called “oda-sakhhi”
— traditional vernacular dwelling. Racha has preserved numerous samples of different branches of folk
art — wood carved [umilure, stone lomb stones, elc. At the same ume, this region distincily shows huge
negalive results of the “hyper-urbanisation™ of 1950s. Samples of “oda-sakhli™ from Racha are well-
illustrative of all peculiarities and merits of this dwelling typology.

The expedition has studied several houses, namely: 1. House of V. Dvaladze in the vill. Kveda Shavra,
erecled in 1919 (is wood carving is made by Mrs. Vasasi Godeliani). Balcony decommtion is distinguished
by the sirict geometrisation, which might be “geomorphic”, revealing even unconscious knowledge
of the relations between Lhe levels of the universe; 2. More modest is house of V. Giorgobiani and N.
Maskharashvili, in the omamentation of which astral signs and birds are discerible; 3. The same emages
are found in the house of L. Tskhviravashvili (vill. Chrebslo, moved from the vill. Tola). Decoralion of
this well-built, high quality, 6-room house, is also marked by the mastery of execution; 4. The house of
V. Kervalishvili was built in 1937, by Melko Gogrichiani and Irakli Beriashvili (vill. Sori); ils decoration
depicting “radiant sky™ testifies Lo the firmness of the (radition up to 1930-40s. 5. Most imnpressive is the
house of B. Japaridze (vill. Sori). lts decoration, combining traditional elements and motifs taken from
the European fumniture, is distinguished by the special lightness and mastery of execution.
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