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Merab Mikeladzc
On the Interpretation of the Mythological Hound ,,Kursha”

In Georgia the cult of the wolf-hound is linked with the Sun and, respectively, solar
deities, which, apart from other functions. also had fertility functions in Georgia. Such are
personages connected with the Fire and Hearth. namely, Kviria, Berika, etc., who take
part in the early spring festivals; mythological figure of a hound ,.Kursha™ recorded in
Racha is also associated with them.

Since ,,Kursha’ is linked with the justice and punishment. it might bear certain affinity
with Kviria widespread in eastern Georgian highlands, who is also a ruler of Justice and
Fire,

Characteristic traits of ,.Kursha™ — golden cars and lips, sieve or moon-size eyes,
thunder-like voice — present it as a deity and are connected with the manifestation of the
divine will, the mythologema of the ,,Sun’s birth™ from the cosmic waters, and the birth of
the universe from the cosmic, chaotic waters through the manifestation of the divine word.
It seems likely that a snake-legged wolf-hound seen on the Kolchian axes also indicate a
union of two elements — Fire and Water. In its own turn, this is linked with the fertility and
the idea of death and re-birth, which is connected with the daily cycle of the Sun’s birth
from the waters of the other world; the latter is allegorically linked with the oldest deities
imbued with the fertilising powers of death and reanimation.
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