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Summary

In World War I two blocks of countries: the Entente (the UK, Franca,
Russia and their allies) on the one hand and Germany, Austria-Hungary, the
Ottoman Empire and their supporters on the other stood face to face. It
should be said that in its final phase the unprecedented scale warfare
involved 33 large and small states that lost over 10M people, with the
number of wounded exceeding 25M. The war cost the humanity 58M gold
manats.

The toll Georgia, a Russian colony at the time paid was no smaller:
over 200 000 Georgians were on the battlefield and the country’s south-
western regions were aflame.

A group of prominent Georgians inside and outside the country were
thinking about the results the war could have for their nation, namely
whether it could slip out of Russia’s control. In this respect the Committee
for Georgia’s Independence established abroad had a somewhat freer hand
than the other organizations pursuing the similar goal. Even before the war,
through its ,Free Georgia“ magazine and the ,Georgian Gazette" that came
out during the war, the Committee tried to inform the Georgians how to go
on with their struggle for political autonomy and who could be their
potential supporters. The Committee viewed care for thousands of the
Georgian prisoners of war (POW), most of whom could not speak a foreign
language, as its top priority.

Those are the issues the paper deals with.
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