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Petr Butkov on the Strengthening of Russian Influence
in Crimea in 1775-1778

Summary

The article presents a Georgian translation of the part of Pyotr Butkov’s
work (Materials for the New History of the Caucasus in 1722-1803, vol. II,
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S.Petersburg, 1869) that discusses the attempts of the Russian government to
strengthen its influence in the Crimea and its environs. P. Butkov, as a former
officer of the Russian army and a supporter of Russian imperial expansion,
tries to find some kind of justification for the decision of the Russian Impe-
rial Court to strengthen its influence in the Crimean Khanate and the Kuban
region at any cost. After the end of the Russo-Turkish War, according to the
Treaty of Kiigiik Kaynarca, signed in 1774, the Crimean Khanate was recog-
nized by both sides as an independent state, which meant its liberation from
Ottoman influence. However, the Russian government immediately began to
strengthen its influence in Crimea and put forward its preferred candidate for
the Khan'’s throne.

Soon a rebellion broke out in the khanate, and the Russian-oriented khan
was overthrown. Naturally, the sultan‘s government also supported and en-
couraged the rebellion. Russia, for its part, spared no effort to ,,help” the
Crimeans, bringing them an incomprehensible ,,Russian freedom” through
the power of the Russian army.

Russia strengthened its rights over Crimea with the Treaty of Aynali Ka-
vak in 1779, when the Ottomans had to recognize the new situation in favor
of Russia in the Crimean issue.

The Georgian translation of the text was made by Davit Merkviladze and
Erekle Khutsishvili. It represents chapters 77-79 of the aforementioned work
by P. Butov. The titles of the chapters of the work were compiled by the trans-
lators in accordance with their content. The relevant comments are attached
to the text.
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