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Resume

First Publication
Vakhtang Gagnidze
Architectural Monument of Nathora

Natkora church is one of the most remarkable among the medieval struclures of Kakheli (eastern Georgia).
Its ruins, covered wilh earlh up to 2 m. several years apo, are located near Telavi, approximately at the
spol, where, as evidenced by Prince Vakhushti, 18% c. historian, border between two historic provinces
— Kakheti and Hereti - used 10 run {at present, nearby, a stone bearing an image of a human palm - maybe
a boundary post — is preserved).

In 2000, the cxcavations were undertaken on the site, which had fully revealed the composition of the
church and existence of the annexes from the North and the South. The church is a threc-aisled basilica
with tripartil sanctuary, a horse-shoe shaped apse (inscribed in a reclangle) and three pairs of cross-
shaped piers (separating the aisles). The basilica 1s built of cobble-sione laid in even courses, while
the clements of the structural framework (comers, piers, arches, cornice)} are made of hewn travertine.
South-wesl pier with the preserved impost and springing of the arch, proves that the arches separaling
the aisles (as well as the conch arch) were of horse-shoe shape, while the aisles were vaulied. As slated
by G. Chubinashvili, the church had undergone several alterations during the 10™-14" ¢c. The annexes
are also of later date (ragments of the fresco inscription and ceramics unearthed in the north annex make
it possible 1o ascribe it to the 12™-13" ¢c.).

Peculiaritics ol the plan, character of the masonry, comice composed of the line arches, doors with the
lunctte, all place Natkori basilica among the monuments dating lo the lum of the 6™ c. to the 7% c.

Other findings comprise: chancel-barrier colonnets with the ornamentation and reliefs (crosses, flowers,
6"-7" ec.) and chancel-barrier panels {one of them bears an inscription, 8%-9® cc.), which is very rare for
Kakheti; lragmented aniconic mural decoration (crosses, omamentation, presumably , 8*-9% cc.); and a
fcagment of the reliel of St. George (17*-18™ ce.).

It might be that Natkora is the church, where St. Martyr King Archil was buried in the 8* c. A seal,
discovered ini the church, can be linked with his daughter, Shushan.
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