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Gora n Cnaca namero Hucyca Xpiem, Jiniceoll neononnermh naiawsun, 1, 1905,
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Resume

Yuza Khuskivadze
17™ C. Murals of the Khobl Church

Khobi church, built on the tumn of the 13* ¢. 10 the 14* ¢, has preserved several chronological layers of
mural paintng. The oldest of them, synchronous to the erection of the church, is seen in the south-west
part of the peculiar, domeless cross-like space (life cycle of St. John the Baptist, portraits of Shergil
Dadiani and his wife); next is the late 14™ c. painting in the sowth-cast annex, commissioned by Vamek
Dadiani for his burial; murals of very late date (18" c. ?) are discemible in the diaconicon and sacristy,
while the major pan of the main space was painled in the 17* c. Based on the donor portraits (Nicholes
Cholokashvili, Bishop of Khobi, Levan 1T Dadiani and his wife, Nestan-Darejan), its date is limited 10
1640s. Portrmit of George [ Dadiani, builder of the church, was also executed at the same period. A bit
later, in 1657, llanon, Catholicos of western Georgia, had also commissioned his own portrait. Date of
exccution of the Last Judgement on the wesl wall is not yel ascertained — several intermingled layers
are definitely discermible here.

] 7% c. layer contains: the Virgin with the Child flanked by the flanked by the Angels (with the inscription

glorifying the Lord - “Hagios, Hagios, Hagios") in the conch, veneraling Angels in the next regisier,

lower - Communion of the Apostles, below — Holy Bishops and in the last register —- Mandelion between

the Tetramorphs. Walls of the chancel bay bear Harrowing of Hell (south) and Doubiing Thomas (north).

Chancel bay vaultl is occupied by the 1llustration of Akathystos Hymn — 20 of the 24 sianzas are visualised

in individual compositions, determining general concepl and artistic identily of the murals. South wall of
the south cross-arm becars Ascension with the episode of Christ proying with the Apostles on the Mount

Eleona (upper register), while below — individual images of the Saints and the Virgin with the Child are

depicted. On the vaull of the cross-arm represented are: Pantocrator (in the centre), flanked by Dormition
and Presentation of the Virgin, on the vaults and pilasters — Saints and Chnist the High Priest. In the north
cross-arm, above the window, Three Babilonians in the Furnace are represented, flanked by the Nailing
10 the Cross and Deposition, below - the Saviour wrapped in the sudarion, above the door - St. John
the Baptist Angel of the Desert; on the vaull — the Angel of the Great Council, is in the centre, flanked
by the Crucifixion and Enlombment; uppermosl — Ascension of the Cross, “the Heavens”, St. John the
Baptist with his cut head on a dish and the “Beam” crossing a square set on an edge.

The murals, which are overwhelmed by the Glorification of the Virgin and the ideas of Incamation and
Salvalion, are execuled in the Late Medieval artistic “language”, formed by the transformation of the
Paleologan modes. But symmetrical compositional arrangement (unusual for the cpoch), colour gamut
(with its predominant lerracotla and blue), individual details, all reveal hand of the Georgian masters (1wo
seem o be leading), who, similar to the previous epochs (¢cmf. Earlier chronological layers in Khobi),
managed to transform any “imported trend™.
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