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Gaiane Alibegashvili

TOWARDS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL TRADITIONS
IN MEDIEVAL GEORGIAN FINE ARTS

Summary

The peculiarity of medieval Georgian art, including miniature painting, was
determined by the historical destiny of Georgia and her geographical situation,
Local artistic traditions were being formed here in conditions of the intercourse
of the country with the Christian world (Byzantium, the Near East), on the one
hand, and Islamic countries, on the other.

This synthesis of the artistic traditions of Byzantine and oriental origin is
manifested in Georgian miniature painting, with a stronger (as compared to
other branches of medieval Georgian art) orientation to Byzantine art, especially
from the 11th c. when the Georgian Church was oriented to that of Constanti-
nople (this primarily refers to monuments of high professional skill).

The specific artistic peculiarities of Georgian miniature painting are more
definitely revealed through a comparison with the monuments of miniature
painting of medieval Armenia - the country, whose art and culture were also
developing in close contact with the Christian world and Islamic countries.

The originality of the art of these two countries, whose historical destiny and
roots of culture have common meeting-grounds, is especially noteworthy. It
testifies to their own artistic traditions, developing within the complex intermin-
gling of historically determined artistic traditions penetrating from abroad. The
inner "set”, formed on local soil, was a factor which, along with historical causes,
made for the orientation or the extent of influence of the art of these countries
with which Georgia and Armenia were destined to get in touch. Within the
aesthetic concept common to Christian art, manifested in the formation of the
transcendent, planar-graphical style, miniatures of Georgia and Armenia op-
pose their own artistic tendencies, which have oriental roots, to Byzantine
painting, which had preserved some link with the clasical traditions (peculiarly
transformed by the Christian "Weltanschauung" determined by the new out-
look).

However, comparison of the miniatures of Georgia and Armenia, makes it
obvious that the character of design, colour, correlation of the design and colour
spol, the structure and rhythmic arrangement of the compositions make for the
tendency of a general solution towards restraint, steadiness, on the one hand
(Georgia), and an impression of the "baroque expressiveness” (Ammenia), on
the other. This reveals a greater orientation to Byzantine art in the former case,
and a closer connection to Byzantine art in the latter. A comparison of the
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monuments of sculpture of Georgia and Armenia make it clear that the
peculiarities mentioned above, notwithstanding the evolution of style in the
course of time, are stable traits of the art of both countries.
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